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Hartal passes off peacefully in Ernakulam 

 
Workers belonging to various trade unions block the rail line at South Kalamassery on 
Monday in protest against the failure of the Union government to clear a revival package for 
FACT. Photo: Vipin Chandran  
TOPICS 

The 12-hour Ernakulam district hartal called by the Save FACT Action Committee on 
Monday passed off peacefully but hit normal life as public transport vehicles stayed off the 
road and banks and business establishments downed shutters for the day.  

The hartal, called to put pressure on the government for an early clearance of the Rs. 991-
crore revival package for the public sector Fertilizers and Chemiclas Travancore, was 
described by its organisers as a “historic success.”  

The hartal was observed in tandem with a 24-hour industrial strike, which hit functioning of 
industrial units in the district. The major units hit by the hartal and strike included FACT, 
Hindustan Insecticides Ltd, Travancore Cochin Chemicals, Hindustan Machine Tools and 
Cochin Port Trust. Operations of the BPCL-Kochi refinery were normal.  

However, movement of petroleum products and cooking gas from bottling plants in the 
district and from the Kochi refinery came to a standstill.  

Piling works for the Kochi metro rail project was totally halted owing to the hartal though 
minor works like repair of storm water drainage were carried out as usual, sources said.  

As many as 108 of the 164 employees at the Ernakulam District Collectorate were absent on 
Monday. The protesting workers blocked train traffic at South Kalamassery, where thousands 
of workers from different industrial units gathered.  
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Buckingham and Carnatic workers seek 
500 sq. feet of residential land 

 
The Hindu They opposed the sale of land on mill premises. Photo: B. Jothi Ramalingam  
TOPICS 

Workers of the erstwhile Buckingham and Carnatic (B & C) Mills staged a protest on 
Monday, demanding allocation of 500 square feet of land each for 2,300 workers. They 
sought the State government’s intervention to help them get the residential land. 

The workers staged a demonstration on Barracks Land at Pattalam, one of the quarters for 
mill workers.  

The mill, which was closed in 1996, had nearly 4,300 workers. As per an agreement then, 
workers received a compensation of Rs. 1.25 lakh each along with provident fund and 
gratuity in two instalments. Many of the workers were residing in the mill quarters – Barracks 
Land at Pattalam, Venkateswara village at Dasamakhan, Carnatic village at Mettupalayam 
and Vysarpadi Jeeva village, according to D. Pugazhendhi, general secretary of The Madras 
Labour Union (B & C Mill). 

“There are a total of 726 houses situated on 32 acres of land. While some of the workers 
vacated the quarters, about 300 continued to reside there. In 2008, the management gave 500 
square feet of land each to 244 workers so that the pending cases against the mill 
management are withdrawn,” he added. 

Recently, workers and their families residing at Barracks land, Pattalam vacated their houses 
and moved to the quarters at Mettupalayam where the 500 sq.ft. land was allocated. “Now, a 



realtor has paid an advance amount for purchasing close to 14 acres of the land in Pattalam. 
The houses have been demolished. We do not want the land to be sold. Instead, it should be 
allotted to other workers,” he noted. 

The union members said that currently, nearly 2,300 workers live in various parts of the city. 
While a few have died, many others have moved out of the State. 
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South Delhi residents protest against water  

 
The Hindu Residents of Deoli and Ambedkar Nagar protesting outside DJB’s booster 
pumping station in Greater Kailash on Monday against non-availability of water. Photo: 
Meeta Ahlawat  
TOPICS 

Alternating between despair and anger, Sharda Rani, who lives in a South Delhi jhuggi 
cluster, said the Delhi Jal Board (DJB) was responsible for her family’s plight.  

The resident of Tigri said her family was forced to skimp on food because after paying the 
tanker mafia for water they simply had no money left. “Do I buy vegetables for Rs.100 or a 
200-litre drum of water for Rs.100,” she asked.  

She was among the hundreds of people, all residents of Deoli constituency, who protested 
outside the DJB’s pumping station in Greater Kailash as their area had no water supply for 
five days.  

“The DJB officials have stopped the tankers to Deoli because they claim a driver was beaten 
up in Sangam Vihar. What is the fault of the people of Deoli? They are only targeting us as 
we are with the Aam Aadmi Party and we are raising the public’s problems,” said Deoli 
MLA Prakash, who led the dharna.  



Deoli and the neighbouring Ambedkar Nagar and Sangam Vihar constituencies are largely 
made of unauthorised colonies which have no access to piped water. The DJB provides 
tankers which, the residents claim, are scant and unreliable.  

“Very often the DJB officials say they have lost the cards that allow them to take water from 
filling points or that the tanker has a puncture. They find any excuse not to deliver water to 
the people who need it as they then sell it for double the rate in the market,” alleged Mr. 
Prakash.  

While raising slogans, the residents said they were being neglected as they were 
economically weak. “The driver who was beaten in Sangam Vihar was actually selling the 
water for Rs.2,000. Seven tankers leave from here with our names on it, but only one or two 
reach,” said another Tigri resident Ravi.  

The protesters blamed collusion between the DJB officials and the private tanker mafia for 
the problem.  

“They leave us with no option so we have to buy from the private tankers. It is basically 
extortion,” added Ravi.  

Also present at the protest was Ambedkar Nagar MLA Ashok Kumar Chauhan, who said 
people in his constituency were also suffering. The AAP MLA said the irony of the situation 
was that “pipelines from the Sonia Vihar water treatment plant passed right next to the 
protesters’ jhuggis”.  

“Our fight is for water, it is not a political one. The public is fed up with the water situation 
and they are coming to us for help,” Mr. Chauhan said when asked why his party was 
involved in the protest.  

The DJB CEO, Vijay Kumar, spoke with the Deoli MLA on Monday evening and convinced 
him to suspend the protest for now. The residents said they would be back on Tuesday if no 
action was taken. Though the CEO was unavailable for comment, a Board member, Sandeep 
Tanwar, admitted that there were huge problems with the tanker service. “There are not 
enough tankers as the DJB has decided to rely on new stainless steel vehicles and has parked 
its old tractors and trolleys,” Mr. Tanwar said.  

He added that the DJB’s summer action plan, announced last month, should have made 
special arrangements to use the tractors and trolleys to tide over the peak demand.  

Meanwhile, traffic on the BRT corridor was hit from 11 a.m. to about 5 p.m. as the protesters 
blocked the south-bound carriageway. An elderly protester, Akbar, said: “We know people 
have been inconvenienced by our protest, but they are our brothers and sisters so they have to 
understand that we are suffering from thirst.”  
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VHP protests against ‘anti-Hindu policies’ 
As the Congress-led State government turns one year, Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and 
other organisations gathered in protest here on Monday against the alleged “anti-Hindu 
policies” of the State government.  

The protestors held a public meeting in front of the DC office where a memorandum, 
addressed to the Governor, was submitted.  



Jeetendra S. Kottari, VHP district chief condemned the State government’s decision to grant 
Rs. 10 lakh to the kin of Kabir, a cattle trader, who was allegedly killed by anti-naxal force 
personnel near Sringeri recently.  

He said with this the government was encouraging cattle traders to indulge in illegal 
trafficking. 

Among the “other atrocities” mentioned by the groups was the withdrawal of the proposed 
amendments to the anti-cow slaughter bill. 
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OU, UoH students lead protest march to 
Eflu

 

THE HINDU Students protesting at the English and Foreign Languages University (EFLU) on Monday 

following the suspension of three students by the administration, in Hyderabad. PHOTO: G. 

RAMAKRISHNA  



Educationists, social activists lend their backing to the stir. The Students 

Forum for Justice said they were forced to organise the protest as Eflu Vice-

Chancellor Sunaina Singh had failed to initiate a dialogue with them. 

A group of students from the Osmania University and the University of Hyderabad marched 
towards the English and Foreign Languages University (Eflu) on Monday following a ‘Chalo 
Eflu’ call given by student unions. 

The programme was organised to protest the rustication of Eflu students Mohan Dharavath, 
Satish Nainala and Subhash Kumar.  

The Students Forum for Justice said they were forced to organise the protest as Eflu Vice-
Chancellor Sunaina Singh had failed to initiate a dialogue with them. 

Apart from students, many educationists and social activists, including Chukka Ramaiah, 
M.Veda Kumar, Vimalakka, V. Sandhya and P.L. Vishweshwar Rao also participated in the 
protest.  

Later, the students installed a statue of B.R. Ambedkar in the campus. Meanwhile, the 
student’s forum has proposed to organise a Maha Dharna on May 19 at the campus. 
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Residents intensify protest against ban on 
‘jallikattu’ 
Protests against the Supreme Court’s ban on jallikattu are intensifying at several villages in 
the district that have been conducting the sport since time immemorial. Bull owners and 
fighters staged protests at Iyyampalayam, Thevarappanpatti and M. Vadipatti near 
Batlagundu on Monday. They hoisted black flags in front of their houses and tied them on the 
horns of bulls, which were assembled at a common place. Earlier, bulls were taken out in a 
procession. All residents took part in it, wearing black badges. 

A similar protest was also staged at Muthanampatti near Dindigul. The Tamil Nadu 
Courageous Rural Sports Protection Committee functionary Arun Kumar said bull owners 
and bull tamers urged the State government to challenge the ban and take steps to organise 
jallikattu again. This ban would force bull owners to sell their bulls, he worried. — Staff 
Reporter 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/residents-intensify-protest-
against-ban-on-jallikattu/article6003185.ece 

 

Residents demand drinking water 
Demanding that drinking water be supplied to them, residents of Mara Mangalathupati 
blocked the Steel Plant Road here on Monday. Over 150 residents staged road block saying 
that water was not supplied to them for the past 15 days. 



Traffic was disrupted for about 30 minutes as police personnel rushed to the spot and pacified 
them. 

Later they withdrew their protest. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/residents-demand-drinking-
water/article6003277.ece 

 

Mixed response to Tripura strike 
 The 12-hour general strike called by some opposition parties in Tripura on Monday evoked a 
mixed response. 

The BJP and the TPGC (Tripura Pragatishil Gramin Congress) enforced the strike to press the 
Election Commission to order fresh elections for both the Lok Sabha seats in the State and 
removal of Chief Electoral Officer Ashutosh Jindal for allegedly aiding the ruling CPI (M) to 
rig the polls. 

The Aam Admi Party had supported the dawn-to-dusk bandh, but the Trinamool Congress 
opposed it. The CPI (M) not only rejected the call, but its cadre was active on the ground to 
foil the strike, which the party called ‘an attempt to divert attention from an imminent defeat’. 

The bandh was peaceful except a couple of untoward incidents and evoked mixed response. 
In Agartala, shops, education institutions and private establishments remained closed, and 
vehicular traffic remained off the road. 

However, government officers and some banks worked normally, though attendance was 
poor. The main fish and vegetable markets opened in the morning, but closed down on the 
intervention of picketers. 

Police arrested around 400 picketers, including top leaders of the BJP and the TPGC, for 
violating prohibitory orders but were released late afternoon. 

A few incidents marred the strike. BJP youth wing general secretary Joydip Chakraborty was 
injured critically when miscreants attacked a party squad. 

TPGC President Subal Bhowmik alleged that he and his supporters were attacked by armed 
CPI (M) cadre near the Radhanagar motor stand in the city. He said all attacks were carried 
out in presence of police. 

The BJP, the TPGC and the AAP claimed the strike was total and that it reflected their protest 
against ‘manipulated’ elections. But the CPI (M)-led Left Front maintained that the strike was 
a complete flop. 

CPI (M) not only rejected the call, but its cadre was active on the ground to foil the strike 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates/mixed-response-to-
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Protest leads to tension in APMC yard 



Tension prevailed at the APMC market yard here on Monday evening as farmers protested 
against merchants, alleging that they were selling poor quality seed potatoes at exorbitant 
prices. 

The angry farmers pulled out bags of potatoes and threw them on the ground, forcing the 
police to resort to caning to disperse the mob. 

Deputy Commissioner V. Anbukkumar, after holding consultations with the merchants, had 
fixed the maximum price for seed potatoes at Rs. 2,000 a quintal. 

However, the farmers alleged that the merchants sold them at Rs. 2,200 a quintal, violating 
the district administration’s direction. 

According to the farmers, a couple of merchants maintained that they would not reduce the 
price and the farmers could take back their money if they did not want to procure seed 
potatoes. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/protest-leads-to-tension-
in-apmc-yard/article6003512.ece 

 

Flash stir at toll gate 
 

Following a flash strike by some staff, the toll gates on the Tirumangalam stretch remained 
free for vehicle users on Monday. It is said that the staffs had complained that there was no 
basic amenities in the gates. Repeated pleas to the higher officials had not fetched any desired 
results. Hence, they resorted to a flash strike. On hearing about the protest, the police rushed 
to the spot and pacified the agitators, following which they resumed work. Though the staff 
claimed that they sat on strike from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m., the supervisors claimed that it was 
solved in about an hour. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/flash-stir-at-toll-
gate/article6003486.ece 

 

Naiks stage protest against book on Valmiki 
Members of the Naik (Valmiki) community staging a protest at K.R. Pet in Mandya district 
on Monday.  

Members of the Naik (Valmiki) community, cutting across political affiliations, staged a 
protest at K.R. Pet in the district on Monday against a controversial book on Maharshi 
Valmiki written by K.S. Narayanacharya. 

Protesters formed a human chain and burnt an effigy of Mr. Narayanacharya at M.K. Bomme 
Gowda Circle, near inspection uungalow, before staging a demonstration in front of the mini 
Vidhana Soudha in K.R. Pet. 

Contending that Maharshi Valmiki belonged to Naik community, the protesters took 
exception to the alleged claim by the author of the book that Valmiki belonged to Brahmin 
community. 



Following the protest, vehicular movement on the Mysore-Channarayapatna highway came 
to a standstill for about 45 minutes. 

Seeking appropriate action against the author for allegedly dishonouring the Maharshi in his 
book, the protesters urged the State government to ban it. 

Later, the protesters handed over a memorandum addressed to the government to K.R. Pet 
tahsildar Naveen Joseph. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/naiks-stage-protest-against-
book-on-valmiki/article6003513.ece 

 

Over 700 vehicles stranded 
The Manipur government seems to be impervious to the trials and tribulations of drivers, 
cleaners and passengers, as over 700 trucks, taxis and buses are stranded on National 
Highway 37. Hundreds of trucks, buses, taxis and private vehicles in Imphal have cancelled 
their trips to Assam, Mizoram and other Northeastern states. 

The Joint Forum for Transport Welfare Association, Tamenglong district, had imposed an 
indefinite blockade along the 222 km-long National Highway from midnight of May 7. The 
transporters have been urging the State government to repair the 40 km-long stretch of the 
road from Tamenglong district headquarters to Khongsang. It later demanded handing over 
the repairing works to the Border Roads Task Force since it felt that the State Public Works 
Department was not paying enough attention. When their plea fell on deaf ears, the 
transporters imposed the indefinite blockade. 

There are reports of vehicles being damaged as they plied along the highway during the 
blockadeThe transporters had called on Chief Minister Okram Ibobi Singh to submit a 
memorandum on April 17. 

The Chief Minister had reportedly assured the representatives that the repair work would 
begin on April 27. 

Transporters protesting bad state of 40-km road 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/over-700-vehicles-
stranded/article6003551.ece 



Dalit villagers protest outside Hooda’s 
residence 

 

The Hindu Police personnel try to stop Dalit villagers from Bhagana village of Hisar district, who were 

protesting outside Haryana Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda’s residence in New Delhi on 

Sunday. Phot: Shanker Chakravarty  

Demand fair probe, justice for gang-raped Dalit girls  

Villagers from Hisar district protested outside Haryana Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda’s residence in New Delhi on Sunday. They were demanding a fair probe in the case 
concerning the gang-rape of four Dalit girls, allegedly by upper caste men, at Bhagana village 
in Hisar district about seven weeks ago.  

The villagers demanded that fast track courts be set up to hear the case. They also called for 
an end to the continuous persecution of the Dalit community in a State, which has one of the 
highest percentages of Dalit population. 

The protesters assembled outside Mr. Hooda’s residence at Pandit Pant Marg around 11 a.m. 
and camped there for nearly three hours. They were joined by other activists, as well as 
student groups from Delhi University and Jawaharlal Nehru University.  

So far the Haryana police have arrested five persons. The persons whose arrest has been 
demanded by the community includes the village sarpanch. The villagers named and 
demanded the arrest of five more persons in connection with the incident. They also 
demanded that the four victims be paid a compensation of Rs.1 crore each and the same 
amount be paid to the Dalit families from Bhagana who were driven away following a 
boycott by the upper caste population.  

They alleged that the overall political structure in Haryana — is controlled by the upper caste, 
particularly Jats — was responsible for their plight. 

The angry protesters said Mr. Hooda was responsible for the situation they find themselves in 
— one where they have lost both their homes and livelihood — and demanded to meet him.  



Vedpal Tanwar, who participated in the protest, said Dalit families had lost their livelihoods 
because the fields they worked in as agricultural labourers were owned upper caste people, 
who exploited and discriminated against them.  

Mr. Hooda’s second term as Chief Minister will come to an end later this year, but protesters 
said all other parties, including the Dalit leaders in the Congress, were scared to take action 
against the Jats. 

“Dalit leader and Congress State unit president Ashok Tanwar came to meet us the first day 
we arrived in Delhi. We had another meeting with him later. During one of the meetings he 
admitted that Haryana was the ‘laboratory of Dalit exploitation’. But Mr. Tanwar is helpless 
in front of powerful Jat leaders, like the Chief Minister himself, who run the show,” said 
Vedpal. 

There was heavy police deployment outside the Haryana Chief Minister’s house and 
barricades had been placed to stop the protesters. The villagers, however, managed to remove 
a few barricades, resulting in the use of mild force against them. They finally dispersed 
around 2 p.m. after submitting a memorandum of their demands.  
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Anti-nuke protest completes 1,000 days  

 

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT Activists light candles at Idinthakarai on Sunday to mark the 1,000th day of 

their protests against the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project  

Activists vow to step up agitation until Kudankulam project is scrapped  

The thatched pandal abutting St. Lourdes Church at Idinthakarai in Tirunelveli district, just 
north of the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project (KKNPP) site, has become much more than 



a symbolic pilgrim’s centre for the activists, largely drawn from the fishermen's community 
opposing the plant after the Fukushima nuclear disaster in Japan over three years ago. 

As another milestone was crossed in this prolonged and largely non-violent struggle on 
Sunday when their agitation, under the auspices of the People’s Movement Against Nuclear 
Energy (PMANE), entered the 1,000th day, the protestors seemed even more resolute, 
holding candles at day-fall.    

If anything, the PMANE, under the leadership of the political science professor-turned-
activist, S.P. Udayakumar, now an Aam Admi Party candidate for the Lok Sabha elections 
from the neighbouring Kanyakumari, vowed to continue the agitation until the project was 
scrapped. The first of the two light water nuclear reactors of 1,000 MWe each, built with 
Russian assistance, had crossed the 900-MWe generation mark recently. 

After Idinthakarai became the epicentre of the protests in August 2011, the movement 
gathered pace with the support from various political parties and organisations, and the 
police’s hesitation in entering the coastal hamlet to put an end to their acts of sustained 
defiance.  

The police registered 349 cases against the protesters, but arrests for more serious offences 
were not made for various reasons, though the activists were ready for any eventuality. The 
protest has since continued for the past 1,000 days. 

With the agitation crossing another ‘landmark’ on Sunday, demonstrations were staged at 
Idinthakarai, in which PMANE leaders, including M.P. Jesuraj, M.Pushparayan and R.S. 
Muhilan, participated. 

 Speakers said the agitation would continue until the project was scrapped since the Central 
and State governments, and the Supreme Court “are not prepared to listen to the genuine 
demands of the protesting public.” 

Mr. Udayakumar, also coordinator of the anti-KKNPP struggle committee, who arrived at the 
venue at 6.10 p.m., said the agitation against the project, under which four more light water 
reactors are planned as part of a nuclear park, would continue until it was scrapped. The 
PMANE activists were also disappointed that the recent Supreme Court judgment had not 
been favourable to them. A candlelight procession was taken out at the end of the observance, 
in which Idinthakarai villagers participated. The KNPP Authorities have been maintaining 
that the plant has been complying with all safety norms.  

Keywords: Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project, PMANE protest, Idinthakarai, anti-nuclear 
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Over 300 villagers in Goa Friday blockaded the sub-divisional magistrate’s office to 
protest indiscriminate movement of trucks carrying iron ore.  

They claimed more than sanctioned ore was being illegally transported, using political 
muscle. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/goa/article5999026.ece 

 



Students, teachers protest against DU 
professor’s arrest 
    

Following the arrest of Delhi University professor G. N. Saibaba over his alleged Maoist 
links, several activist groups along with some teachers and students from Delhi University 
and Jawaharlal Nehru University protested outside the Maharashtra Sadan on K. G. Marg 
here on Friday. 

The protest demonstration was held against clandestine arrest of Prof. Saibaba by the 
Maharashtra Police. “The stealthy and dastardly abduction of a university professor smacks 
of the desperation of the Maharashtra Police and violates the basic human right of an 
upstanding, democratic voice in this country,” said the Revolutionary Democratic Front 
president Varavara Rao. The Front also participated in the protest. 

On Friday evening, the differently-abled Delhi University professor was on his way to lunch 
when he was waylaid by policemen in plain-clothes and bundled into a waiting car. His driver 
was blindfolded and sent to a nearby police station. Prof. Saibaba’s family has alleged that 
they were informed of his arrest, for alleged Maoist links, several hours later by a policeman 
from the airport that he was being taken to Maharashtra for questioning. 

“The abduction smacks of desperation of the Maharashtra Police” 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-newdelhi/students-teachers-protest-
against-du-professors-arrest/article5999747.ece 
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Convention today against moves to evict landless families 

The Bhoo Samrakshana Samiti, a collective of the feeder organisations of the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) [CPI(M)], including the Adivasi Kshema Samiti, Kerala Karshaka 
Sanghom (KKS) and the Kerala State Karshaka Thozhilali Union, is gearing up to intensify 
the stir for land in the district. 

The organisation will hold a land stir protection convention at Thazhe Arapetta in the district 
at 2 p.m. on Monday in protest against the alleged move of the government to evict the 
agitators from three sites, reportedly under the possession of Harrisons Malayalam Limited 
(HML). 

E.P. Jayarajan, State president, KKS, will inaugurate the convention. Close to 300 landless 
families had put up huts on the land at Perungoda, Arapetta and Pozhuthana as part of a State-
wide land agitation launched by the organisation in January last year asking the government 
to take over the surplus land in the possession of the HML and give it to the landless, C.K. 
Saseendran, CPI (M) district unit secretary told The Hindu . Later, the government made an 



agreement with the leaders of the organisation on January 16, 2013, that the former would 
provide at least 3 cents of land to each landless family in the State before August 30, 2013. 
But the government had failed to keep its word. 

Now the government was trying to evict them from the land in the wake of a recent High 
Court order. 

But, the organisation would resist such a move at any cost, he said. 

The D. Sajith Babu Commission and a report of the then Revenue Secretary Nivedita P. 
Haran had clarified that the HML had no legal rights on the land, he said. 

 

••••  ‘State should resume surplus land in HML’s possession’ 

••••  Eviction moves will be resisted: 

C.K. Saseendran 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/land-stir-to-be-
intensified/article6000055.ece 

 

Minister meets striking doctors 
 
Assam Minister Himanta Biswa Sarmah during the condolence meet of Sarita Tashniwal in 
Dibrugarh on Sunday—PHOTO PTI  

Assam Health Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma met striking junior doctors of Assam Medical 
College Hospital on Sunday who are protesting against the killing of a Post Graduate medical 
student. 

The Health Minister assured the doctors that he would take all necessary steps to fulfil their 
demands by Tuesday. 

The Junior Doctors Association, spearheading the protest, however, refused to suspend their 
agitation till concrete action was taken. 

The agitating doctors are demanding “exemplary punishment” for the accused, stepped up 
security within the campus, proper installation of CCTV cameras for round the clock 
surveillance, resignation of AMCH Principal A K Adhikary, Vice Principal Hemchandra 
Kalita and Superintendent M. Patowary and police re—verification of all ward boys and 
lower grade staff with fresh identity cards being issued to them, a Junior Doctor Tanushyam 
Sonowal said. 

The Health Minister also reviewed the situation with senior doctors, district administration 
and police officials. He directed the senior doctors and professors, who are attending to 
patients, to ensure that patients do not suffer. 

A first year obstetrics and gynaecology post graduate medical student, Sarita Tasniwal was 
found dead on Friday in the doctors resting room inside the Intensive Care Unit (ICU). 

The ICU’s ward boy Khiru Mech, who had allegedly attempted to rape her, confessed that he 
had killed the doctor. PTI 



Promises to take necessary steps to fulfil their demands by Tuesday 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates/minister-meets-striking-
doctors/article6000143.ece 

MMC students stage protest 
Hundreds of postgraduate students of Madras Medical College staged a peaceful protest 
outside the dean’s office on Saturday morning.  

The students said they were demanding stipend arrears of three months, an increase in the 
stipend amount, as well as better accommodation facilities. 

The protest comes a day after non-service postgraduate medical students of Government 
Kilpauk Medical College Hospital and Government Royapettah Hospital met State health 
secretary J. Radhakrishnan, demanding the three months’ stipend arrears and hike in the 
stipend. 

According to an MMC student, the dean assured them their arrears would be paid in the next 
10 days.  

“Increasing the stipend is a larger issue, and once the election results are out, we will 
coordinate with the other PG medical students in the city and make the demand,” he said. 

Pathetic condition  

On the accommodation issue, the student said the present facilities were poor.  

“The buildings are old and falling apart. There is no water most of the time and many women 
students have to stay outside as there are no facilities available for them. A proposal for a 
new hostel has been long pending,” he said. 

Keywords: Madras Medical College, MMC protest 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/mmc-students-stage-protest/article5996642.ece 

 

Traders shut shop, demand arrest of 
professor’s killers 
Demanding immediate arrest of killers of former panchayat chairman and professor Man 
Mohan, traders in Dankaur here on Saturday shut down their shops and staged a sit-in protest. 

They have threatened to intensify their stir if the killers were not arrested. 

On Friday evening, professor Man Mohan was shot dead by some unidenfied assailants here. 
Agitated over the killing, villagers set afire Dankaur Police Station. Several vehicles were 
damaged in the blaze. 

The protest has spread to Bilaspur and Mandi Shyam Nagar markets too. At Bilaspur, traders 
burnt car tyres and shut their shops. 

The police have been deployed in vulnerable areas to maintain law and order. - PTI 



http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-newdelhi/traders-shut-shop-demand-
arrest-of-professors-killers/article5997424.ece 

 

Farmers stage protest demanding MSP to 
wet paddy 

 
The Hindu A farmer looks at his wet paddy at IKP procurement centre at Parada in Nalgonda 
district on Friday. Photo; Singam Venkataramana  
TOPICS 

Paddy farmers have staged a protest at Choutuppal and Miryalagyuda agriculture markets 
demanding the district administration to provide MSP to the wet paddy. 

The farmers took to the streets following thousands of quintal of paddy brought by them to 
IKP centres, other government procurement centres and agriculture markets was inundated in 
rain water as district witnessed incessant rains since Thursday evening. 

At Choutuppal, a group of farmers staged a rasta-roko on National Highway 65 obstructing 
the traffic flow. They were also joined by the BJP Munugode Assembly Contestant Gangidi 
Manohar Reddy, but they were removed forcibly by the police. 

A farmer, K. Ramulu, from Choutuppal, has said that the paddy was inundated in rain water 
due to failure of government in providing infrastructure at purchasing centre and it’s their 
responsibility to purchase the damaged paddy at MSP. 

“We have already suffered losses during the Kharif season due to incessant rains in October 
last, he said. Appealing to the government to support them by providing MSP Rs. 1,345 
quintal to even wet paddy, he urged the government to announce the compensation package 
to farmers those who have suffered losses.  

Keywords: wet paddy, farmers protest, Choutuppal agriculture markets, Miryalagyuda 
agriculture markets, rasta-roko, Nalgonda district 



http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/farmers-stage-protest-demanding-
msp-to-wet-paddy/article5995967.ece 

20,000 bar workers rendered jobless: CITU  
Workers of the bars for which the government had refused licences at the start of this 
financial year would stage protests in front of the collectorates in each district on May 14, the 
CITU said in a statement here on Friday. 

The CITU said nearly 20,000 workers had lost their jobs when 418 bars across the State 
closed shop.  

Hotels attached to these bars too had lost business, rendering more workers jobless. Three 
workers had committed suicide. 

The schools were to reopen shortly for the next academic year.  

The workers would not be able to find money to bear the expenses of their children’s 
education. 

The CITU alleged that it was not because of any objection to people drinking alcohol that the 
government had withheld licences to 418 bars, but because the ‘sum’ expected from the bar 
owners had not reached the pockets it should have reached.  

The five star hotels were all dispensing liquor to its consumers.  

Furthermore, liquor sales flourished through the outlets of the Kerala State Beverages 
Corporation. Spurious liquor too was available all over the State.  

It was meaningless to claim that by denying licences to a few bars, liquor sales would come 
down in the State, the CITU said. 

Keywords: bar workers, CITU, bar licences, liquor sales 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/20000-bar-workers-rendered-jobless-
citu/article5995659.ece 

Defiance of poll boycott sparks attacks in 
Kupwara 



 

People with marked index fingers humiliated  

“Death would be better than the torture we were subjected to,” Nazir Ahmad Ganai (25) says, 
speaking to The Hindu of the thrashing he and others received in Sopore on Thursday from 
militants after voting in Jammu and Kashmir’s Kupwara district. 

Over 62 percent of the 3.93 lakh voters in Kupwara, on the Indo-Pakistan border participated 
in the brisk polling on Wednesday.  

The record turnout in defiance of the militant diktat and the separatists’ boycott call is in 
sharp contrast to the virtually zero polling in Sopore, where most of the Electronic Voting 
Machines returned blank and not more than one percent of the voters turned up at the polling 
stations. 

“Now, we will see how these Kupwara traitors will pass through Sopore,” a 22-year-old 
Muslim Pir from Sopore warned on his Facebook wall. 

With no semblance of government control the following day, crowds of “miscreants” struck 
on the Srinagar-Sopore-Kupwara Road.  

They intercepted vehicles with a Kupwara registration, shattered windscreens and damaged 
vehicles. They checked photo-identity cards and index fingers of the passengers and harassed 
and humiliated both men and women with a marked index finger. 

“It was 8.30 p.m. I was repeatedly slapped and asked why I cast a vote for India. Two of the 
10 masked men, with many more open-faced youths, asked our co-passenger, a burkha-clad 



woman, to show them her finger. They shouted at her: ‘Were you going to marry a soldier?’ 
Then they showered naked abuses. Her father perspired. We heard a hooting vehicle coming 
in our direction. The masked duo jumped out and ran away, perhaps mistaking an ambulance 
for a police vehicle. It helped me drive away,” Mr Ganai told The Hindu. 

Abdul Salam Lone, a schoolteacher said: “Over 2.46 lakh people voted in Kupwara with 
great enthusiasm. But Chief Election Commissioner V.S. Sampath and Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah shattered our faith completely in the Indian electoral system as nobody came to our 
rescue [during the attack]. If they can’t protect us, why do they ask us to vote?” 

“I have invested my entire earnings in this taxi. I have yet to repay an outstanding loan of Rs. 
84,000. I earn around Rs.10,000 a month to feed my family of three children, wife and 
mother. It took me Rs.12,400 to replace the windscreens,” said Nazir Ahmad Lone. 

Mohammad Aslam Khan, the head of a Tata Sumo taxi stand here, claimed that 40 vehicles 
were severely damaged and hundreds of voters thrashed.  

“It is a state of total helplessness. Nobody from Kupwara district is safe in Sopore and 
Baramulla. We have shut down all services. If the attacks are repeated tomorrow, we will 
close down all the 200-odd shops of the Sopore traders here,” he warned. 

Amid reports that a serious reaction was brewing in Kupwara and Handwara, senior separatist 
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani addressed a Baramulla gathering by telephone and made an 
appeal to them to stop reprisals on voters. 

A police handout said five FIRs had been lodged.  

“The miscreants involved in these acts of violence have been identified and special teams 
have been formed to arrest these culprits and a number of miscreants involved in these 
incidents have been arrested,” it said. 

Keywords: Kashmir conflict, Lok Sabha polls 2014, sarpanch killing, cross-border 
terrorism, Kashmir militancy, anti-election protest, Kupwara poll boycott 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/defiance-of-poll-boycott-sparks-attacks-in-
kupwara/article5994045.ece 

Contract pourakarmikas seek timely 
payment of wages 
   Contract pourakarmikas engaged by the Bruhat Bangalore Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) 
staged a protest here on Friday demanding timely payment of wages and Employee State 
Insurance and Provident Fund benefits. It was organised by the Karnataka State City 
Corporation, City Municipal Council, and Town Municipal Council Pourakarmikas’ 
Association. 

The association alleged that a contractor had not given them the details of ESI and PF 
account though Rs. 300 to Rs. 500 was being deducted from their salaries every month. They 
alleged that BBMP was not providing them brooms and that they were forced to buy them on 
their own. Association general secretary A. Jeyerem handed over a memorandum to BBMP 
Commissioner M. Lakshminarayana. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/contract-pourakarmikas-
seek-timely-payment-of-wages/article5995129.ece 

Hartal total, peaceful in Idukki  



 

Activists of the Mullaperiyar Agitation Council block vehicles at Karinkulam Chappathu on the 

Kottayam-Kattappana State Highway in Idukki district on Thursday.  

 Mullaperiyar Agitation Council protests against verdict in Mullaperiyar case 

The dawn-to-dusk hartal called by the Mullaperiyar Agitation Council, in protest against the 
verdict of the Supreme Court in the Mullaperiyar case, was total and peaceful in the high-
range areas of the district on Thursday. It evoked partial response in the relatively low-lying 
Thodupuzha taluk. The hartal had the support of the United Democratic Front (UDF) and 
traders’ organisations.  

No untoward incidents were reported. The hartal was in protest against the verdict which 
allowed the raising of the water level in the reservoir to 142 feet and the dissolution of the 
Dam Safety Authority set up by the State government.  

Public transport came to a standstill as only few vehicles plied the road. Shops and business 
establishments remained closed. Private vehicles too predominantly kept off the roads.  

In the tourism towns of Munnar and Kumily, the hartal was total though a few autorickshaws 
and taxis were seen operating.  

In Thodupuzha town, a few shops opened and long-haul buses, including those of the Kerala 
State Road Transport Corporation (KSRTC), conducted services.  

Jeeps from Tamil Nadu carrying workers to the plantations in the border area did not operate 
services. The portion of the road affected by the landslip at lower camp on the Kollam-Theni 
National Highway remained closed for the second day. Officials of the Tamil Nadu Public 
Works Department said work was on in full swing.  

Keywords: Mullaperiyar Action Council, Kerala, Supreme Court, Tamil Nadu, Mullaperiyar 
dam 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/hartal-total-peaceful-in-
idukki/article5990654.ece 

DYFI protests ‘police inaction’ in Vitla rape 
  



Several members of the Democratic Youth Federation of India (DYFI) staged a protest in 
front of the office of the Superintendent of Police here on Thursday against the alleged 
inaction of the police in nabbing three persons accused of raping a minor in Vitla recently. 

On April 18, a 14-year-old girl was allegedly abducted by two persons and repeatedly raped 
in an isolated spot in Madikeri. In her complaint at Vitla Police Station a week later, she said 
one of the accused later took her to his father-in-law’s house and again sexually assaulted her. 
No arrests were made so far. The protestors submitted a memorandum to Home Minister K.J. 
George, warning of more protests if action is not taken. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/dyfi-protests-police-inaction-
in-vitla-rape/article5991785.ece 

CPI (M) vows to continue the fight 
   CPM’s dharna against the two practices concludes 

The members of the district unit of Communist Party of India (Marxist) concluded their 
indefinite dharna against the practices of ‘pankthi bheda’ and ‘made snana’ at Sri Krishna 
Math/Temple and other temples in the State, here on Thursday, the fourth day of their 
agitation. 

Under ‘pankthi bheda’, there are separate seating arrangements for Brahmins and non-
Brahmins, while under ‘made snana’, people of other castes roll on the leftovers of lunch on 
plantain leaves after a meal by Brahmins in temples. Speaking on the occasion, Yadava 
Shetty, member of Secretariat of Dakshina Kannada district unit of CPI(M), said that the 
CPI(M) would continue its struggle against the practices till they were abolished. 

When the workers of CPI(M) had protested against these practices near the Sanskrit College 
here two years ago, they were caned. But this had not deterred the party. “We always take our 
fight to the logical conclusion,” he said. 

Mr. Shetty said the other parties were silent on these two practices because of political 
considerations. 

It was even strange that Vishwesha Tirtha Swami of Pejawar Math, who gave statements on 
almost all issues, was silent on this matter, though it was taking place in the Sri Krishna 
Math/Temple. 

The contention that these two practices were a tradition which had been going on for 
centuries held no water. Even the Devadasi system and the “Bettale Seve” system had been 
going on for a long time. 

It was only after agitations by progressive groups that they were abolished. 

The same would happen to ‘pankthi bheda’ and ‘made snana’ also, Mr. Shetty said. 

K. Shankar, Secretary of Udupi district unit of CPI(M) said that though indefinite dharna was 
being concluded on Thursday, the party would chalk out fresh agitation against these two 
practices shortly. 

 

••••  CPI(M) would continue its struggle against the practices till they were abolished 

••••  Yadava Shetty says the other parties were silent because of political considerations 



http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/cpi-m-vows-to-continue-
the-fight/article5991774.ece 

Telugu Desam activists stage protest over 
police ‘bias’ 
 
TDP Eluru MP candidate Maganti Venkateswara Rao during a demonstration at the I-Town 
police station on Thursday .- Photo: A.V.G. Prasad  

Telugu Desam Party activists led by party MP candidate for Eluru Maganti Venkateswara 
Rao and MLA nominee for Denduluru Chintamaneni Prabhakar staged a demonstration at the 
I-Town police station here on Thursday, alleging bias by the police in handling a group clash 
during the polling at Rayanapalem in Denduluru Assembly segment. 

Incidentally, the police picked up six persons from Rayanapalem village, reportedly close to 
Mr. Prabhakar, in connection with the group clash and lodged them in the I-Town police 
station. The arrests were made following a complaint by Jami Venkata Rao, gunman of 
YSRC MLA candidate Karumuri Nageswara Rao in Denduluru, who sustained grievous 
injuries in an alleged stone-pelting by the followers of Mr. Prabhakar. The car of Mr. 
Nageswara Rao was also partially damaged in the incident. 

High drama was witnessed at the police station, when Mr. Prabhakar barged into the police 
station and tried to set free his followers. 

He charged that the police acted in a partisan manner in the case allegedly coming under the 
influence of his rival candidate. He sought to know why the police failed to register a 
complaint made by his followers on the alleged excesses by the rival group. 

The protesters relented following an promise by city DSP M. Sittibabu to take steps for 
registering the complaint lodged by the TDP camp. 

Protesters allege that the police acted in a partisan manner while handling a group clash at 
Rayanapalem on the polling day 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-andhrapradesh/telugu-desam-
activists-stage-protest-over-police-bias/article5991804.ece 

 

TDP cadres stage a silent protest 
 
TDP’s Tirupati Assembly candidate M. Venkataramana staging a silent protest in Tirupati on 
Thursday.– Photo: By arrangement  

Telugu Desam Party (TDP) cadres in the city, led by their candidate for Tirupati Assembly 
segment M. Venkataramana, staged a silent protest at Jyoti Rao Phule statue on Thursday, 
expressing their dissent against the alleged manhandling by YSR Congress candidate 
Bhumana Karunakar Reddy. 

Mr. Venkataramana, accompanied by hordes of party leaders, workers and supporters, staged 
a silent demonstration and squatted at the centre holding a portrait of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Condemning the act, the cadres later organised a rally from the centre to the local NTR circle. 

The incident occurred at a polling station in Jeevakona, on the last day of polling (May 7). 



A verbal duel ensued when both the leaders came face to face at the polling station. Miffed 
by the arguments, Mr. Karunakar Reddy reportedly pushed Mr. Venkataramana aside, which 
manifested into a duel where both the leaders jostled each other. 

Both the leaders were later brought to the District Police Office, prompting the respective 
party workers to stage a dharna for their release. Police officials had to resort to mild lathi 
charge when the supporters went unruly. 

According to TDP’s Tirupati Town president Dampuri Bhaskar, the party has registered a 
complaint against Mr. Reddy for which Tirupati Urban Superintendent of Police S.V. 
Rajasekhar Babu promised to take action within two days, after assessing the CCTV footage 
of the polling booth. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-andhrapradesh/tdp-cadres-stage-a-
silent-protest/article5991856.ece 

MLA: agitation stage-managed 
V. Sivankutty, MLA, has demanded a fresh government order cancelling the 
Thiruvananthapuram Corporation’s master plan that was frozen in February and steps for a 
new master plan. 

At a press meet here on Thursday, Mr. Sivankutty said a public protest, which was staged at 
Kattaikonam and later in front of the Secretariat for over 50 days, was in all likelihood being 
manipulated by the land mafia. Non-political entities were coaxing the public into joining the 
protest. 

The fact that the strike was called off earlier this week with no written assurance from the 
government and no order being passed, was enough proof for this, he said. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/mla-agitation-
stagemanaged/article5991864.ece 

Lorry union seeks rollback of NH 7 toll 
hike 
Taxi drivers are also considering joining the protest 

The Federation of Karnataka State Lorry Owners’ and Agents’ Association on Wednesday 
called for an indefinite strike from Friday to press for their demand for a rollback of the 
nearly fourfold hike in toll at Sadahalli gate on National Highway 7. 

Federation president G.R. Shanmugappa said that at least 1,600 lorries ferry cement, sand, 
glass and other material to the city via NH 7 every day. 

The federation is not against toll but only the quantum of hike, he said. He also demanded the 
option of a toll-free road. 

Taxi drivers are considering joining the strike. As of now, the toll is borne by the drivers. But 
the hike will cut into their margins. 

K. Radhakrishna Holla, president of Bangalore Tourist Taxi Owners’ Association, told The 
Hindu that various taxi associations in the city had convened a meeting on Thursday to 
decide their next course of action. 



S. Papanna, president of Kempegowda International Airport Taxi Owners’ and Drivers’ 
Union, is among those in favour of joining the strike. If all cabs at the international airport go 
off the roads, the only option for commuters would be BMTC buses, Mr. Holla said. 

JD(S) joins protest 

Former prime minister and Janata Dal (Secular) leader H.D. Deve Gowda led a rally against 
the hike. He termed the overnight hike in toll rates as “blood sucking”. He said that the 
agreement between the State government and Navayuga Devanahalli Tollway Pvt. Ltd. 
required the private company to provide a toll-free service road. 

He wants the State government to take steps to provide such a road immediately. He said that 
the State government cannot wash its hands off the issue by blaming the Centre. 

Attack on NHAI office 

A few men claiming to be activists of the Karnataka Navanirmana Vedike stormed the office 
of National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) near Peenya on Wednesday morning, 
protesting against the recent hike in toll on the airport road. the police said that they assaulted 
the security guard, damaged pots and created a ruckus. The police arrested five persons in 
connection with the incident. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/lorry-union-seeks-rollback-
of-nh-7-toll-hike/article5987736.ece 

 

BJP protests against bus fare hike 
   

Members of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) district unit took out a procession and staged a 
dharna outside the Deputy Commissioner’s office here on Wednesday to protest the failure of 
Congress government to protect the interests of common man and increasing the bus fare. 

The agitators took out a procession from Gandhi circle which passed through main streets of 
the city including Mahaveer Circle, Dr B R Ambedkar circle, Madakari Circle, Vanaki 
Obavva Circle and culminated outside the DC’s office. They also raised slogans against the 
State government and the Chief Minister S. Siddaramaiah. 

The common man in the State was already suffering from price hikes of essential 
commodities and the hike in bus fare would be additional burden on the people of the state. 
The government should immediately withdraw the hike to protect the interests of the 
common man. 

The agitators also alleged that some of the Congress leaders were involved in harassing 
journalists who discharge their duties sincerely and the classic examples for such acts are 
assault of D. K Shivkumar on television channel reporters and Kannada news paper reporters 
by Fisheries and Youth Services Minister Abhaychandra Jain recently. 

Such acts are against the democracy and need immediate action against those who try to 
freedom of press, so the Governor should intervene into the matter. 

The agitators submitted a memorandum in this regard to Deputy Commissioner V P Ikkeri 
and stated that the agitation would be intensified if the Congress government fails to 
withdraw price hike immediately. 



http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/bjp-protests-against-bus-
fare-hike/article5987907.ece 

KRV protests against SC verdict 
   

 
KRV activists during a semi-nude demonstration in Raichur on Wednesday.– PHOTO: 
SANTOSH SAGAR  

Activists of the Karnataka Rakshana Vedike (KRV) staged a semi-nude protest outside the 
office of the Deputy Commissioner here on Wednesday protesting the recent Supreme Court 
ruling against making Kannada the only medium of instruction in primary schools in the 
State. 

The procession started from Chandramouleshwara circle to the office of the Deputy 
Commissioner raising slogans against the Apex Court as well as State government before 
staging a protest at the DC office. 

“SC verdict will certainly destroy Kannada language and culture which are already on the 
verge of destruction. The ruling is against the very purpose and essence of the formation of 
linguistic States,” said Ashok Kumar Jain, district president of KRV during the protest. The 
ruling was an insult to the sacrifice of those who struggled and laid down their lives for the 
formation of linguistic States soon after Independence, he added. 

“The globalisation policies that the successive governments at the Centre and the States have 
been implementing are already destroying the local and regional languages as well as the 
cultures in India. The SC judgement would help the English language further its onslaught on 
local languages and hasten the process of destroying indigenous cultures,” he said. 

He urged the elected representatives to make relevant laws or to amend the Constitution of 
India itself, if required, to save the local languages and cultures. He warned that his 
organisation, along with like-minded individuals and groups, would have to intensify their 
struggle if the elected people’s representatives do not act in favour of saving the regional 
languages and cultures. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/krv-protests-against-sc-
verdict/article5987903.ece 

 

CPI(M) forms human chain against rubber 
price fall 



LDF convener warns of more agitations 

Left Democratic Front (LDF) convener Vaikom Viswan has called for a ban on natural 
rubber import to hold the plummeting price of natural rubber. 

He was inaugurating the human chain formed as part of the protest against the government’s 
alleged apathy in taking effective measures to hold the price of natural rubber. Mr. Viswan 
asked the State and Central governments to come forward to take steps to protect the interests 
of thousands of rubber farmers. “Today the authorities are keen to protect the interests of the 
corporates and stay away from intervening in the issue,” he said. 

The only way to bring immediate relief to the farmer was a ban on import, he said. 

Mr. Viswan said the State government failed miserably in the much publicised market 
intervention programme. “Instead of the 10,000 tonnes they were expected to procure from 
local market at a higher rate, the government has only procured a meagre 250 tonnes,” Mr. 
Viswan said. 

The CPI(M) leader said more agitations would follow if effective actions were not taken 
immediately to hold the price 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/cpim-forms-human-chain-
against-rubber-price-fall/article5988067.ece 

 

Activists protest delay in launch of 
JNNURM bus services 
  Activists of the Navachaitanya Karnataka Sene staged a protest in the city on Wednesday 
condemning the delay in commencing the bus services sanctioned for Shimoga and 
Bhadravati cities under Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM). 

Addressing the protest meet, president K.M. Nagesh alleged that the elected representatives 
and officials concerned had showed negligence on the issue. 

In an attempt to upgrade intra-city public transportation services, the Central government had 
sanctioned 65 and 35 buses respectively with JNNURM funds in both these cities. The 
Karnataka State Road Transport Corporation (KSRTC) would operate the services. An 
amount of Rs. 18.8 crore would be provided for Shimoga and Rs. 10.15 crore for Bhadravati 
under the project. The Centre had also directed the district administration to provide 6 acres 
of land near the city to set up the infrastructure required to operate these buses. 

Mr. Nagesh expressed displeasure over the delay in identifying the land. 

An amount of Rs. 7.54 crore and Rs. 4.06 crore had been released for Shimoga and 
Bhadravati respectively in the first phase. The amount was not utilised owing to the delay in 
allotment of land to KSRTC, Mr. Nagesh alleged. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/activists-protest-delay-in-
launch-of-jnnurm-bus-services/article5988114.ece 

Amid sporadic violence, CRPF opens fire 



•  

THE HINDU Armed CRPF men guard the polling booth at Ramireddypalem village in 

Rompicharla mandal of Guntur District where cops fired in air to disperse supporters of TDP 

and YSR clashing with each other. Photo: T, Vijaya Kumar  

•  

The Hindu Superintendent of Police, Guntur Rural. J. Satyanarayana monitors the situation 

at the polling booth in Ramireddypalem at Rompicharla mandal in Guntur District where 

cops opened fire to disperse clashes. Photo: T. Vijaya Kumar  

A CRPF constable opened fire in self defence on Wednesday after an unruly mob stormed a 
polling station at Ramireddypalem village in Rompicharla mandal of Narsaraopet Assembly 
constituency. Polling in some villages in the sensitive segment of Narsaraopet was marked by 
sporadic incidents of violence.  

The CRPF constable Subesh Chandra Yadav told The Hindu a group of 30-40 men armed 
with sticks stormed the booth located in a school premises and dragged the polling agent of 
TDP, G. Koteswara Reddy, out. The panic stricken poll personnel ran outside.  

“There was complete mayhem as the men dragged away the agent. I fired a single round in 
air to disperse the crowds,’’ said Mr. Yadav. Later, police chased away the protestors.  



The incident took place at about 9 a.m. Senior police officials including, Superintendent of 
Police, Guntur Rural, J. Satyanarayana rushed to the village and monitored the situation. Both 
the rival groups, TDP and YSRCP blamed each other.  

Polling resumed after a break of two hours.  

Clashes between TDP and YSRC marred polling at Subbayapalem village in Rompicharla 
mandal. Reports from police said that a group of men began confronting the polling agents.  

``We are unable to resume polling as there are no sufficient men to man the polling station. 
Polling got off a sedate start with just 245 votes being polled out of 684 votes,’’ said the 
presiding officer.  

Candidate for YSRC for Narsaraopet, Gopireddy Srinivasa Reddy rushed to the polling 
station. “I am protesting against the inability of the administration to provide sufficient 
security for polling personnel,’’ said Dr. Sreenivasa Reddy.  

Minor clashes were reported at Pedagraharam village in Piduguralla mandal and Rudravaram 
village in Atchampet mandal. Police chased away irate mobs.  

District Collector S. Suresh Kumar said that the district recorded a poll percentage of 54.4 per 
cent by 1 p.m. In Guntur town, poll per cent recorded was 52 per cent by 1 p.m. and it is 
expected to go up towards evening.  

Keywords: Andhra Pradesh, Assembly elections, Polling station, Unruly mob 
violence, CRPF, Firing 
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Hundreds take to the streets demanding 
end to traffic woes 

 



The Hindu A march taken out to the KMRL office on Tuesday by CPI(M) activists protesting against 

the apathy of government agencies towards streamlining traffic near metro work sites.— Photo: 

Vipin Chandran  

Protesters demand time-bound completion of Kochi metro 

Hundreds of activists of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) [CPI (M)] and the All India 
Youth Federation (AIYF) took out a march to the Kochi Metro Rail Limited (KMRL) office 
on Tuesday demanding time-bound completion of Kochi metro and steps to streamline traffic 
flow in the vicinity of metro work sites.  

Speakers at a dharna organised in front of the KMRL office in Revenue Tower said traffic 
problems could have been avoided if the State government, the Kochi Corporation and the 
KMRL had widened narrow roads, developed alternative roads and bridges that were planned 
years before metro works commenced. Currently, even ambulances are stuck in traffic for 
long periods.  

The suspicion is rife that metro works are being delayed at the behest of vested interests. The 
statement by Delhi Metro Rail Corporation’s (DMRC) Principal Advisor E. Sreedharan that 
the metro might not be commissioned on time because of different obstacles pointed to the 
State government’s inability to speed up works, they said. Those who spoke include P. 
Rajeeve, MP, and CPI(M) district secretary C.M. Dinesh Mani.  

Keywords: Kochi metro, Kochi traffic problems, CPI(M) protest Kochi 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/hundreds-take-to-the-streets-demanding-end-to-
traffic-woes/article5985538.ece 

 

PTI Army personnel inspect a polling station after an IED blast, at Watergam in Baramulla, Kashmir 

on Tuesday.  



Three CRPF personnel injured after terrorists open fire 

Large groups of anti-election protesters occupied polling stations at Hardushiva near the 
troubled North Kashmir town of Sopore, raising fear of violence ahead of polling in the 
Baramulla Lok Sabha constituency on Wednesday.  

Terrorists opened fire on a Central Reserve Police Force team engaged in pre-election 
patrolling in Sopore, injuring three personnel.  

Police sources told The Hindu that the occupation came amid several clashes between mobs 
of stone-throwing protesters at Warpora at Rafiabad and Nadihal in Sopore.  

The Kupwara police were attacked by mobs in the town’s bazaar, seriously injuring constable 
Azam Khan.  

Nalin Prabhat, the CRPF’s Special Inspector-General in charge of operations, said patrols had 
responded to the attacks by initiating search operations against the perpetrators.  

Large-scale street battles between protesters and the police were seen in the earlier phases of 
elections in the Srinagar and Anantnag constituencies. The violence led to low voter turnouts 
in several pockets such as Tral and Shopian.  

Firebombs were thrown at a polling station at Chatipora near Rafiabad.  

Protesters also threw stones at polling staff and the police at Dardpora, near Lolab, police 
sources said.  

Mobs attacked a police post in the area earlier this year, after seven Pakistani terrorists were 
shot dead while crossing the Line of Control.  

Keywords: Lok Sabha elections 2014, Baramulla Lok Sabha constituency, Kashmir 
militancy, anti-election protests 
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Toll collection stopped at Sadahalli Gate, 
but only briefly 
Police ensure movement of traffic is not disrupted on third day of protests 

 



Members of the Karnataka Rakshana Vedike, the Bharatiya Janata Party and the Centre of Indian 

Trade Unions staging a protest near the toll plaza leading to Kempegowda International Airport in 

Bangalore on Tuesday.— Photo : Bhagya Prakash K.  

Toll collection at Sadahalli Gate on National Highway 7 was disrupted briefly on Tuesday, as 
activists of the Bharatiya Janata Party, the Karnataka Rakshana Vedike and the Centre of 
Indian Trade Unions staged protests at the toll plaza against the nearly four-fold hike in rates. 

However, police ensured two-way traffic flow through two gates on the left. Police were 
deployed in huge numbers on the third consecutive day of protests. 

Former Deputy Chief Minister R. Ashok, who led the BJP activists, alleged that the State 
government had colluded with the private company authorised to collect toll. He further 
alleged that the company was scuttling free passage of local villagers and demanded a toll-
free service road. 

He claimed to have stopped the company from collecting toll when he was in the government 
on the grounds that the project was yet to be completed. 

Narayana Gowda, vedike president, told the State government to roll back the hike in 24 
hours. He warned that the vedike would pull down all toll booths, like in neighbouring 
Maharashtra, if there is no roll back. 

About 400 protesters, including R. Ashok, B.N. Bachegowda from the BJP and T.A. 
Narayana Gowda from the vedike, were arrested and later released. 

Less than half an hour after the protesters were cleared, the toll collection resumed, leaving 
road users and cab drivers sceptical of the effectiveness of the protests. Arvind Kumar, a 
commuter who was travelling from the airport, said, “The protests are an act for the media. In 
a few days, people will get used to the new rates.” 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/toll-collection-stopped-at-
sadahalli-gate-but-only-briefly/article5984246.ece 

 

3 cops suspended 
Three Delhi Police personnel have been sent to district lines following allegations of 
custodial torture by four young men. However, a large crowd protested outside R.K. Puram 
police station, where the alleged torture took place, demanding stricter action. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/3-cops-suspended/article5984317.ece 

 

Hunger strike by FACT employees enters 
100th day 
  

A relay hunger strike by the employees of Fertilizers and Chemicals Travancore (FACT) 
completed 100 days on Tuesday even as K. C. George Babu, on hunger strike for the last five 
days, was arrested and shifted to a hospital after his health deteriorated. His place was taken 
by T. M. Zaheer of FACT Employees’ Congress (INTUC). He was received at the venue of 



the fast by general secretary of the INTUC’s State unit V. P. George, said a press release 
here. 

Save FACT Action Committee, which has been spearheading the agitation for drawing 
government attention to the financial troubles of the company, has reiterated its demand that 
Chief Minister Oommen Chandy should lead an all-party delegation to Delhi to press for the 
approval of the revival package for the company. 

The Action Committee has called for a dawn-to-dusk hartal on May 12 protesting against the 
Union government’s failure to approve a Rs.991-crore revival package approved by the 
Board for Reconstruction of Public Sector Enterprises. 

The Action Committee has also called for an industrial strike in Ernakulam district and has 
also threatened to block rail traffic on the day. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/hunger-strike-by-fact-
employees-enters-100th-day/article5984558.ece 

 

Intellectuals march to condemn Modi’s 
comments 
 

 

Under one banner:The city's intellectuals gather to participate in a rally protesting the BJP prime 

ministerial candidate Narendra Modi's election speeches, in Kolkata on Tuesday.—Photo: Sushanta 

Patronobish  

Expressing concern over the Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) prime ministerial candidate 
Narendra Modi’s election speeches, the city’s intellectuals, mostly affiliated to the ruling 
Trinamool Congress (TMC), gathered for a protest march from central Kolkata’s College 
Square to the Metro Channel area at Esplanade on Tuesday. 

With slogans and satirical songs targeting Mr. Modi and his speeches, the march was 
attended by theatre personality and the Trinamool Congress’ candidate from Balurghat 
constituency, Arpita Ghosh, singer Dwijen Mukhopadhyay, eminent film and theatre 
personalities like Shaonli Mitra and Haranath Chakraborty, and poet Subodh Sarkar. 

“We had walked along this same path 12 years ago to protest the Gujarat riots of 2002. Now, 
its perpetrator is being hailed as a great man... We still consider that half-Fascist man a high 
order criminal. Labourers hailing from Howrah and Medinipur districts working in diamond 
factories in Gujarat are being evicted for speaking in Bengali. They are accused of being 
Bangladeshis,” said singer Pratul Mukherjee at the rally. 

Stating that Indian politics was “turning poisonous”, theatre personality Manoj Mitra said, 
“Mr. Modi is attacking the set of moral codes that all Indians abide by.” 



‘Landed like a comet’ 

Criticising Mr. Modi’s comments, artist Suvaprasanna Bhattacharjee said, “Mr. Modi has 
landed like a comet and is trying to spread terrorism…West Bengal may not be wealthy but 
we have healthy cohabitants. People from other States live here in harmony. In such a State, 
Mr. Modi is using the media to incite the people. But this will not work in West Bengal. Even 
a mere suggestion of divisive politics will not work.” 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates/intellectuals-march-to-
condemn-modis-comments/article5984589.ece 

Protest against traffic snarls along Kochi 
metro alignment 

 

The Hindu CPI(M) activists block a metro work site at Kaloor on Monday, protesting against traffic 

snarls in the area.— Photo: Vipin Chandran  

Meeting convened by CM will address issue, says KMRL chief 

Activists of CPI(M) and others blocked metro work sites in Kaloor on Monday protesting 
against the inordinate delay by the State government, the Kochi Metro Rail Limited (KMRL) 
and the district administration in widening narrow roads along the metro alignment.  

Former deputy mayor C.K. Manisankar spoke of how roads have not been widened in many 
parts of the alignment, though owners had surrendered land without demanding 
compensation. “As a result, traffic snarls have become the norm in the city, affecting 
thousands of commuters, pedestrians and traders whose business has been badly hit,” he said.  

In the wake of the agitation and the proposed march by the CPI (M) and the AIYF to the 
KMRL office on Tuesday demanding steps to prevent traffic going haywire near metro work 
sites, Minister for Power and Railways Aryadan Mohammed said he was willing to convene 
an all-party meeting to discuss the issue.  



Minister for Excise and Ports K. Babu and Mayor Tony Chammany have termed the agitation 
politically motivated.  

Narrow roads  

Sources said the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) had to reduce the width of barricades 
from the mandatory eight metres in places such as Deshabhimani Junction, since the KMRL 
and the district administration had failed to remove bottlenecks and widen narrow portions of 
the road where traffic hold-ups were the norm.  

DMRC’s Principal Advisor E. Sreedharan and others had recently condemned the delay in 
widening roads in the metro corridor and the apathy of the KMRL, the district administration 
and the civic agencies in developing alternative roads.  

“As the special purpose vehicle floated to clear the decks for metro construction, the KMRL 
should have coordinated with different government departments and taken pro-active 
measures to ensure smooth flow of vehicles,” sources said.  

CM’s meeting  

Reacting to concerns over problems faced by commuters and pedestrians, KMRL’s managing 
director Elias George said a meeting to be convened by Chief Minister Oommen Chandy on 
Wednesday would probe ways to clear bottlenecks.  

“The meeting will chalk out steps to speed up widening of Thammanam-Pullepady Road and 
Vyttila-Pettah Road — two roads that will augment east-west connectivity. The meeting will 
finalise plans on the KMRL directly purchasing land from owners through negotiation.”  

Another area of focus will be procuring funds for kick-starting work on Edappally flyover 
and Pachalam overbridge.  

Taking possession of 98 cents of land near the Jawaharlal Nehru international stadium, which 
was leased out to St. Albert’s College, for establishing a metro station will also be discussed. 
Steps would be taken to finalise Kochi’s Unified Metropolitan Transport Authority (UMTA) 
Act, Mr. Elias said.  

He added that concerns voiced by the DMRC on traffic curbs on the approach road to HMT 
yard that was being concrete topped would also be discussed at the meeting.  

The DMRC was concerned about transporting pre-cast pillar caps and girders from the yard 
to work sites in the event of traffic curbs being imposed. The tiff between metro stakeholders 
and the traffic police on optimal deployment of traffic wardens and issues related to their 
wages might also figure in Wednesday’s talks.  

Keywords: Kochi Metro, Kochi traffic jam, road widening 

 

Protest against MLAs ‘diktat’ 
Hundreds of KPTCL and Bangalore Electricity Supply Company (Bescom) employees staged 
a protest here on Monday condemning Srinivaspur MLA K.R. Ramesh Kumar’s 
“provocative” statement against them. Organised under the KPTCL Employees’ Union, the 
staff came in a procession to the Deputy Commissioner’s office, where they staged a sit-in 
protest. 

They raised slogans against Mr. Kumar for asking farmers to tie Bescom officials to trees and 
keep them hungry for days. Mr. Kumar, who was also the former Speaker of the Legislative 



Assembly, issued this “diktat” at a drought-review meeting held on the zilla panchayat 
premises last week. The protesting staff said Mr. Kumar’s statement had demoralised them 
and they have been working in fear. 

In a memorandum submitted to the State government through the district administration, the 
protesters claimed that employees of Escoms are facing heavy workload due to large number 
of vacancies. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/protest-against-mlas-
diktat/article5980641.ece 

Auto-rickshaw unions submit their charter 
of demand to L-G 
   Even though the day-long strike called by auto- rickshaw drivers failed to make much of an 
impact as some unions refrained from joining it, auto union leaders submitted their charter of 
demand at the Lieutenant-Governor’s office regarding installation of GPS meters in three-
wheelers. 

Kishan Verma, president of the All Delhi Auto Taxi Transporters’ Congress Union, who had 
called for the strike said they have put forth their demand before the L-G demanding that the 
cap on issuing fitness certificate be lifted. 

Auto drivers associated with the Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh held a rally from Kashmere Gate 
to Mori Gate before a representative submitted their memorandum to the L-G secretariat. 

“We have demanded that like other States, the city government must bear the cost of 
installing GPS meters,” said Rajendra Soni, secretary of the BMS. 

The auto drivers are protesting against the Delhi Government’s order issued last week 
making GPS meters mandatory in all auto-rickshaws. As a result, the Transport Department 
has stopped issuing fitness certificate to auto-rickshaws not having GPS meters. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-newdelhi/autorickshaw-unions-submit-
their-charter-of-demand-to-lg/article5980733.ece 

 

Mixed response to Hubli bandh 
    



•  

(Above) A shopkeeper sits in front of closed shop at Durgad Bail in Hubli during the bandh on 

Monday. (Below) Old tyres being burnt at junctions by members of Dalit organisations to 

register their protest against yoga guru Ramdev.— PHOTO: KIRAN BAKALE  

•  

Central business was affected with incidents of stone throwing and tyre 

deflating 

The call for Hubli bandh, seeking action against yoga guru Ramdev for insulting Dalits, 
received a mixed response in the city on Monday. 

While there was good response in central business district, the situation was normal in the 
other localities of Hubli. 

Shops closed 



There was one instance of stone throwing at a bus, a few instances of forced closures of shops 
and another of protestors ransacking goods in a petty shop. Following the stone throwing, the 
North Western Karnataka Road Transport Corporation suspended the city bus and suburban 
services for some time. Because of the withdrawal of city bus services, the people who had 
reached Hubli by long route buses faced hardships, especially those carrying heavy luggage. 

While most of the auto rickshaws remained off the road in support of the bandh call, those 
who chose to operate as usual were found fleecing the passengers. 

Protest march 

The central business district was most affected as the members of various Dalit organisations 
took out a protest march there. At some junctions the protestors burnt old tyres to register 
their protest against Mr. Ramdev. 

Following reports of violence, the police put barricades on major roads and diverted the 
traffic. Consequently some of the busy roads wore a deserted look for some time as rumours 
about the violence spread during the bundh. 

Although the Zilla Kannada Sahitya Sammelan which began on Monday went on without any 
problem, the rumours about violence during the bandh and suspension of city bus services 
forced many literary enthusiasts to remain indoors on the inaugural day. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/mixed-response-to-hubli-
bandh/article5980821.ece 

Toll booth violence: Two more arrested: 6 
May 
Two persons, including a man who had escaped from police custody, were arrested on 
Monday morning in connection with the violence at the toll plaza at Brahmarakootlu recently. 
According to the Bantwal Town Police, Hussainer and Mohammad Shamir were arrested 
from B.C. Road Railway Station as they were planning to flee to Bangalore. 

The toll gate was attacked on April 26 by a mob that was protesting the recent hike in toll 
there. After perusing the CCTV footage from the booth, the police have filed an FIR against 
at least 15 persons – of whom only five have been arrested so far. Mohammad Shamir had 
been arrested immediately after the incident, but managed to flee from the police. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/toll-booth-violence-two-
more-arrested/article5981049.ece 

 

Women labourers injured in blast 
Three women stone crushers were wounded when a powerful foreign-made bomb exploded at 
4 40 a.m. on Monday at the stone crushers’ centre at Tangjeng in Thoubal district. The bomb 
was allegedly planted by insurgents to extort money from the owner. 

So far, no organisation has claimed responsibility for the blast, but police sources say the 
owner, Hamlet Oinam, is aware of the identity of the insurgents. 

Six women labourers reported for duty in the morning shift on Monday at 4 a.m. When they 
started the stone crushing machine, the bomb fitted in it exploded. Sana Wahengbam, Kamala 



Ningthoujam and Pakpi Laishram sustained shrapnel wounds. Sana is battling for her life in 
Regional Institute of Medical Sciences, Imphal. 

Pakpi who sustained some minor injuries in her right hand, was discharged after first aid. She 
later participated in a sit-in held after the blast. 

Though all sections of people supported the protest by the womenfolk against the violence, 
the women did not want to block the highway, which reaches Moreh, the border town. They 
displayed placards condemning the violence. They said bombs and guns were not meant for 
use against unarmed civilians. 

Though the government has been claiming spectacular improvement in the law and order 
situation, there are insurgency-related incidents every day in Manipur. The opposition has 
been a mute spectator and it never took the government to task for the dismal failure in 
maintaining law and order. Besides, more and more opposition MLAs have joined the ruling 
Congress. Today, there are 47 Congress MLAs in the 60-member House. 

Police sources said many more stone crushing companies in the State are under threat from 
armed groups since the owners are not ready to pay up. 

Several companies had closed down at Sekmai in Imphal East district as the owners were not 
ready to pay staggering amounts as illegal tax. Police have registered a case relating to the 
blast at Tajeng. However, it is unlikely that there will be any arrest. 

 

••••  Women organised a protest after the attack to condemn the violence against civilians 

••••  Many more stone crushing companies in the State are under threat from armed groups 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates/women-labourers-
injured-in-blast/article5980978.ece 

Partial auto strike in Delhi today: 5 May 
Delhiites might have to brace up for commuting woes on Monday as a section of auto-
rickshaw drivers have decided to go on a symbolic one-day strike starting Sunday midnight. 
The auto drivers are protesting against the Delhi Government’s order issued last week 
making GPS meters mandatory in all auto-rickshaws. As a result, the Transport Department 
has stopped issuing fitness certificate to auto-rickshaws not having GPS meters. Fitness 
certificate is a mandatory document for any commercial vehicle to ply in the city.  

Kishan Verma, president of All Delhi Auto Taxi Transporters’ Congress Union, claimed “his 
union has decided to hold a one-day strike as all efforts to engage the Transport Department 
officials failed to yield results”.  

However, the city residents might get a breather as other unions, though having similar 
demands, are not joining the strike. Rajendra Soni of the Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh said his 
union members have instead planned to hold a rally and meet the L-G and submit a 
memorandum. Around one lakh auto-rickshaws ply on the city roads, of which about 25,000 
three-wheelers have GPS meters.  

Keywords: Delhi autorickshaws, Delhi auto strike, All Delhi Auto Taxi Transporters’ 
Congress Union 

 

 



Life in Valley returns to normal after three 
days of curfew, strike 
    

Life in the Kashmir Valley returned to normal on Sunday after three days of curfew and 
strike following the killing of a youth in alleged security forces’ firing in the Nawa Kadal 
area of the city. 

Shops and business establishments opened in the city here and other parts of the Valley, 
while transport services also resumed plying on all routes. 

The weekly flea market in the heart of the city here was abuzz with the activity. 

Authorities had imposed curfew in the interior areas of the city following the killing of the 
youth Bashir Ahmad Bhat on Wednesday when security forces allegedly opened fire to chase 
away stone-pelting protesters. 

The protests erupted in the Nawa Kadal area in interior of the city when security forces were 
being withdrawn after poll duty. 

While separatist groups had called for a strike for only one day on Thursday, people all over 
the Valley observed a spontaneous shutdown for two days on Friday and Saturday.-PTI 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/life-in-valley-returns-to-normal-after-
three-days-of-curfew-strike/article5977030.ece 

Lorry owners to protest overloading 
Members of the Tamil Nadu Lorry Owners Federation on Friday plan to go on a rally in the 
city on May 29, seeking a curb on overloading of vehicles, which often results in accidents. 

Addressing mediapersons recently, the federation’s president, R. Sugumar, charged that 
several cement manufacturing companies and even government warehouses insist the trucks 
be overloaded at least by double their capacity. 

Overloaded trucks often require repairs while on the road and lead to accidents. Though the 
rules demand that such vehicles have to be fined and goods in excess of the mandated weight 
be offloaded, they are not followed by officials who check the trucks, Mr. Sugumar said. 

Members said several lorry owners have stopped accepting orders for transporting additional 
loads. But they have lost the orders in the process. 

Arulanandam, the federation’s State joint secretary, said the transport department had earlier 
issued a circular to enforce the provisions of the Motor Vehicle Act, 1988. However, vehicles 
continue to carry more than the permissible limit. 

Several representations have already been made to the transport department. The federation 
plans to go on a rally to Fort St. George and represent their problems to the Chief Minister. 

There are about 30,000 vehicles in the city and nearly 1.5 lakh people are dependent on the 
trade 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/lorry-owners-to-protest-
overloading/article5977151.ece 



Tension as protesters block eviction drive in 
Wayanad: 4 May 

 

A group of people under the aegis of the Adivasi Kshema Samiti and the Kerala Karshaka Thozhilali 

Union resists an eviction drive at Arapetta, near Mepadi, in Wayanad district on Saturday.  

Want State to resume surplus land allegedly with HML  

Tension prevailed here on Saturday morning after a team of revenue and police department 
personnel which tried to evict a group of people who had encroached upon a piece of land 
reportedly in possession of Harrisons Malayalam Ltd. (HML) was thwarted. 

The Kerala High Court had directed the district administration on January 29 to evict those 
who had encroached upon the HML land at five sites such as Arapetta under the Mupainad 
village; Anappara in Chundale; Perumkoda in Puzhuthana; Pozhuthana in Achuranom; and 
Thovarimala in Nenmeni within two months.  

It was reported that the protesters encroached upon the land and erected huts under the aegis 
of the Adivasi Kshema Samiti (AKS) and the Kerala State Karshaka Thozhilali Union 
(KSKTU), two feeder organisations of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) [CPI(M)], in 
2012 demanding that the government resume surplus land allegedly possessed by the HML, 
and disburse it to the landless people.  

Close to 400 people belonging to 150 families encroached upon nearly 200 acres here as part 
of the agitation. 

When a team of Revenue officials led by K.K. Ganeshan, Additional District Magistrate, 
reached the spot along with armed police personnel around 9 a.m. to implement the court 
directive, a group led by C.K. Saseendran, district unit secretary, CPI(M), and P. 



Krishnaprasad, former MLA, resisted the attempt. Suicide threatThe tension increased when 
four protesters, identified as Mary George, 50, of Panayamkadom; Ismail of Vadakkan; 
Rahim of Changassery, and M.C. Aneesh, poured kerosene on themselves and threatened to 
commit suicide if they were evicted. 

Later, Mr. Ganeshan held a discussion with the leaders of the protesters around 12 p.m. and 
promised that the issue would be solved after a discussion in the presence of the District 
Collector. The protesters led a march to the HML Arapetta office in protest against the 
eviction drive.  

Mr. Ganeshan told The Hindu that the drive could not be completed owing to massive 
resistance from the protesters, and future action would be decided after a discussion with 
senior department officials. 

On Tuesday, the revenue officials had evicted seven families, reportedly tenants on the land, 
at Nedumbala, near here.  

On Wednesday, the officials opened a relief camp for them at a school at Mepadi following a 
public protest. However, the relief camp was closed on Saturday after village officials 
reported that the evicted families possessed own land. Though the families protested against 
the stance of the officials, they were removed using force.  

Keywords: Wayanad eviction drive, Harrisons Malayalam Ltd., HML procession, Kerala 
High Court, HML land,  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/tension-as-protesters-block-eviction-drive-in-
wayanad/article5973712.ece 

 

Protest against saline water distribution 

 

A march being staged by various organisations to the State water authority office in Kasaragod on 

Saturday to protest against the distribution of saline water to people.  

Various organisations staged a massive rally to the State water authority office here on 
Saturday, protesting against distribution of saline water for drinking purpose in and around 
Kasaragod town. 

The organisations accused the authority of failing to address the acute shortage of clean 
drinking water during the peak summer months. 

Organisations 

Organisations such as Kasaragod People’s Forum, Kerala Vyapari Vyavasayi Ekopana 
Samithi, Chamber of Commerce, and various local clubs took part in the march, which was 
inaugurated by E. Chandrasekharan, MLA. Raising the same issue, a march to the water 



authority office was held by the Kasaragod Assembly constituency unit of the Indian 
National League’s (INL). 

The district administration recently had cautioned people against use of saline water drawn 
from nearby Bavikara check dam, built across the river Chandragiri, for drinking purpose. 

But the continued distribution of saline water by the water authority aggravated the misery of 
the people residing in and around the town. 

Long-standing issue 

The distribution of saline water during peak summer months owing to high tide has been an 
issue for more than three decades. 

Repeated assurances to resolve the issue by the people’s representatives and the authorities 
concerned have failed to effectively address public concern despite spending crores of rupees 
to build a permanent structure to prevent entry of saline water from the river. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/protest-against-saline-water-
distribution/article5974744.ece 

Protest against SBI outsourcing 
The All Kerala Bank Employees Federation has protested against the move to outsource the 
banking services of State Bank of India (SBI) through Reliance Money Infrastructure 
Limited. 

General secretary of the federation C.D. Joson said in a release here on Friday that the 
bilateral agreement signed on February 25 with retrospective effect from October 5 last year 
was kept as a secret and now it had surfaced. This was mysterious. The bank had selected the 
company as a business correspondent. As per the agreement, all key banking services would 
be done through the company. 

The system was being introduced in the guise of Reserve Bank of India policies. Outsourcing 
would lead to privatisation. It would endanger the credibility and safety of banking 
operations. 

The move had been exposed when banks were being compelled to eliminate corrupt business 
correspondents and blacklist outsourcing agencies. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/protest-against-sbi-
outsourcing/article5974773.ece 
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Union Cabinet had recently set up the Polavaram Project Authority 

Lok Shakti Abhiyan and People Against Polavaram Project have decided to intensify their 
protest in Odisha against the Polavaram irrigation project coming up in Andhra Pradesh. 



It may be noted that the Union Cabinet had recently approved the proposal to set up the 
Polavaram Project Authority (PPA) for executing the controversial irrigation project. The 
prime ministerial candidate of the BJP Narendra Modi and Congress vice president Rahul 
Gandhi had expressed support to the project during election rallies, creating discontent in 
Odisha. It may be noted that in August 2013, Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik had 
requested Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to stop construction of the dam of the Polavaram 
project till pending issues were resolved. Mr. Patnaik had also reiterated Odisha’s opposition 
to the grant of national project status to Polavaram project. 

Leaders of the Lok Shakti Abhiyan and People Against Polavaram Project visited the areas in 
Malkangiri district of Odisha which are feared to be affected by the Polavaram project 
although their losses are yet to be taken into account. 

The convenor of the Lok Shakti Abhiyan, Prafulla Samantra, who also happens to be an 
environmental activist and president of People Against Polavaram Project Prabhakar Hantal 
said around 130 villages of four blocks in Malkangiri district may get submerged due to the 
Polavaram project, which is being ignored by the project authorities and Central government. 
It may be noted that similar opposition is also coming from adjoining Chhattisgarh. 

Mr. Samantra and Mr. Hantal said due to the Polavaram project there are chances that the 
course of two rivers in Malkangiri district, the Saberi and the Saleru may get changed leading 
to loss of property. They criticised the ruling BJD as well as the opposition parties in Odisha 
for not taking up this issue during the election process. 

The Lok Shakti Abhiyan and People Against Polavaram Project said they would create a 
public uprising in Odisha against the project. They also urged the Odisha government to 
immediately form an expert committee which would make a study regarding all aspects of 
damages in Odisha due to Polavaram project including its effect on the two rivers in 
Malkangiri district. 

They also urged all political parties in Odisha to stand up against the Polavaram project for 
the interest of people of Odisha, who would get no compensation for the project but would 
face displacement and losses. 

As per reports, Odisha government is waiting for the detailed report regarding the Union 
Cabinet decision on the Polavaram project. 

 

••••  Narendra Modi and Rahul Gandhi had expressed support to the project during rallies in 
Odisha 

••••  The course of two rivers in Malkangiri district, the Saberi and the Saleru may get 
changed 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates/project-may-submerge-130-
villages/article5974839.ece 

Curfew continues in Srinagar 



 

A policeman puts back in place a barbed wire roadblock in Srinagar on Friday.photo:Ap  

A curfew imposed in some areas of Srinagar city following protests called by the separatists 
will continue on Friday, while the movement of patients and other emergencies will be 
allowed, authorities said. 

“A curfew will continue as a preventive measure in Rainawari, Nowhatta, M.R. Gunj, Safa 
Kadal, Zadibal and Maisuma areas,” a senior police officer said. 

“The deployed security forces have been instructed to allow the movement of patients and 
other emergencies in the areas placed under curfew,” the officer added. 

The curfew was imposed after a youth, Bashir Ahmad, was killed in firing by security forces 
in Nawa Kadal area of the city on Wednesday. 

Two people, a youth and a woman, were injured in the firing incident. 

Hardline separatist leader Syed Ali Geelani has called for protests after the Friday prayers. 

All political parties have condemned the killing of the youth which is being described by the 
locals as “an unwarranted, excessive use of force against unarmed civilians”. The Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) has ordered an inquiry into the incident.IANS 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/curfew-continues-in-
srinagar/article5970910.ece 

Workers’ body protests outside Raj Niwass 
Demanding that funds from the ‘Delhi Building and Other Construction Workers Welfare 
Board’ be disbursed to beneficiaries, the Joint Action Committee of Construction Workers’ 
Unions of Delhi demonstrated outside Raj Niwas on Friday. Several construction workers 
participated in the demonstration to request Lieutenant-Governor Najeeb Jung to take action 
in order to improve the overall functioning of the Board. 

Representatives from the union, who addressed the gathering, said that the Board has a fund 
of Rs.1,200 crore, which they allege is controlled by bureaucrats, who keep siphoning it off. 
“Most of the time they are engaged in developing plans to siphon off the fund in the name of 
distribution of cycles or pressure cookers for construction workers,” said a statement. 

It added that a circular issued in February also puts conditions on construction workers that 
hampers the registration and annual contribution that is due to them. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-newdelhi/workers-body-protests-
outside-raj-niwass/article5972023.ece 



Strike called in Tripura against ‘rigged’ 
elections 2 May 
 

Tripura Pragatishil Gramin Congress, a new political party, has called a general strike on 
May 12 to protest against the ‘mass rigging’ in the elections conducted in two Lok Sabha 
constituencies in Tripura. The party announced the decision to enforce a dawn-to-dusk strike 
in Tripura on Friday afternoon and demanded repolling. 

Gramin Congress, which was launched by former Congress MLA Subal Bhowmik after his 
defeat in the assembly elections in February last year, has been protesting against the alleged 
manipulation in West and tribal-reserved East Tripura constituencies that went to poll on 
April 7 and April 12 respectively. It blamed Chief Electoral Officer Ashutosh Jindal for ‘all 
wrongdoings’. 

“We have called the strike in protest against massive bogus voting and manipulation in the 
elections. We have submitted complaints to the election commission along with evidences to 
the election commission, but no action taken so far”, Mr. Bhowmik told reporters. 

CPI(M) has strongly opposed the strike call and termed the move as an attempt to run away 
from reality of an impending massive defeat in Lok Sabha polls. It also set aside allegations 
of manipulation in any manner in the elections which recorded an 85 per cent turnover. 

Trinamool Congress that announced an agitation programme starting on May 5 has however 
said it would not support nor oppose the strike call. “Our leader Mamata Banerjee is really 
not in favour of a strike as it does not achieve much”, State chairman of the party Ratan 
Chakraborty told The Hindu. 

Sources in Congress and BJP also ruled out possibility of giving open support to the strike. 
They would not oppose the strike as well.  

The controversy over farcical elections surfaced after a local cable news channel aired 
footage over breach of election procedures at a polling station in Bishalgarh near Agartala. 
The election department is conducting a thorough probe into the charges.  

Keywords: Tripura Pragatishil Gramin Congress, Tripura Pragatishil Gramin Congress 
strike, Subal Bhowmik, Ashutosh Jindal, East Tripura elections, West Tripura elections 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/strike-called-in-tripura-against-rigged-
elections/article5970297.ece 

270 held for protesting against iron ore 
mining 
On May Day, Tiruvannamalai witnessed a rally and picketing agitation to protest iron ore 
mining project planned at Kavuthi and Vediyappan hills. 

Vivasayigal Viduthalai Munnani and Revolutionary Students Youth Front, both radical leftist 
organisations, organised the protest on International Workers here on Thursday. The rally, 
which begun from Tiruvalluvar statue proceeded through busy streets of the town and when 
they approached the District Forest Office in Chinnakkadai Street, that protesters planned to 
picket. But the waiting police personnel arrested 270 of them. However they were all released 
in the evening. 



Ambedkar, Villupuram District Secretary of Vivasayigal Viduthalai Munnani led the protest. 
S. Raju, State Coordinator of Human Rights Protection Centre, was among the speakers. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/270-held-for-protesting-
against-iron-ore-mining/article5968117.ece 

Arrested for protest against methane 
project 
 A total of 442 members of various organisations opposed to the extraction of Methane from 
Cauvery delta districts. The protestors, including women, were taken into custody when they 
attempted to picket the office of the Great Eastern Energy Corporation Limited (GEECL) 
here on Thursday. 

The agitation was to protest against the project, which they said would cause extensive harm 
to the natural resources in the area, particularly drinking water. The exploration, besides 
destroying farmlands, would increase the water salinity, and the impact would be felt across 
the delta districts reaching up to Cuddalore. 

The members of the Makkal Kalai Ilakkiya Kazhagam, Anti-Methane Struggle Committee, 
Pengal Viduthalai Munnani, Puthiya Jananayaga Thozhilalar Munnani, Vivasayigal 
Viduthalai Munnani, attempted to picket GEECL office situated on the Nanjikottai Road, 
when the police prevented them at Mary’s Corner. 

The police took 442 persons, including 71 women into preventive custody. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/arrested-for-protest-against-methane-
project/article5968179.ece 

 

Workers demand minimum wage, social 
security benefits 

 

Making demands:Workers participating in a rally to mark May Day in Mysore on Thursday.— PHOTO: 

M.A. SRIRAM  

A large number of workers participating in a rally to mark May Day here on Thursday 
resolved to uphold workers’ rights and protest the government’s policies of liberalisation. 



The workers assembled near the Palace Gate North and marched through the main 
thoroughfares of the city. They drew attention to the plight of workers in the unorganised 
sector who were not eligible for social security benefits. 

They reiterated their demands for minimum wage, social security and job security as well 
putting a stop to the policy of outsourcing and contract labour. They pointed out that in the 
absence of strong labour laws, none of the demands would be implemented. 

‘Diluting labour laws’  

However, the workers lamented that the government was “diluting” labour laws and had been 
adopting an “anti-labour” policy since 1991. The workers said the purchasing power of 
Indian workers was the lowest in the world, while the profits of corporate companies were 
multiplying manifold. They added that employee wages constituted only 6.5 per cent of the 
total expenditure in recent years down from 30.36 per cent in 1981. 

This had also coincided with the rise in contract labour, which had gone up from 22 per cent 
to 39 per cent in the last four years. 

The extent of contract labour in medium- and large-scale industries was 60 per cent, while in 
the unorganised sector, midday meal and anganwadi workers had been struggling for 
regularisation of services for many years. 

The May Day celebrations committee said that though the government claimed it had no 
funds to regularise the services of contract workers or provide social security for those in the 
unorganised sector, it had no qualms in doling out freebies and tax concessions amounting to 
Rs. 24 lakh crore to industrialists. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/workers-demand-minimum-
wage-social-security-benefits/article5968377.ece 

Fresh round of protests halts work on 
metro yard at Muttom: 1 May 
 

The Hindu Work to level the ground at Muttom near Aluva for constructing Kochi Metro's coach 

maintenance yard has come to a standstill following opposition from residents of the locality. Photo: 

Vipin Chandran  

Local people oppose move to close down a road in area 

Indicating a further delay in completion of the metro yard in Muttom near Aluva, the project 
has run into yet another blockade with fresh round of protests from local residents. 

According to metro officials, works at the site have come to a halt since Tuesday evening 
after a group of people staged a march to the site in protest against an attempt to close down a 
road in the location. “The protesters allege that the road’s closure, which criss- crosses the 
work site, will infringe on their right of way,” said a Delhi Metro Rail Corporation official. 
Despite assurances from the officials to establish a new road instead, they have refused to 
budge and the DMRC is now waiting for the District Collector to intervene in the issue before 
resuming the work. “The road has to be abandoned anyway on completion of the project. But 
they appear adamant on their stand and show no interest in addressing the issue at the 
earliest,” he added. 

The local residents, however, said the road’s closure would cut off the access of people in 
Muttom to Kalamassery. “The road, which provides easy access to Kalamassery municipality 



from Aluva West, has been closed without any prior information, affecting the movement of 
thousands of people living in both the areas,” said K.K. Sivanandan, who leads the protesters. 

Meanwhile, the Kochi Metro Rail Limited sought to toe a different line on the issue and 
admitted to a mistake from the contractor agency in closing the road by dumping truck-loads 
of soil on the way. “We have resolved the issue by promising to protect their right of way and 
the works will resume hopefully by Thursday”, the official said. 

Continuous disruptions  

The project site in Muttom has been facing continuous disruptions since the stage of land 
acquisition, with a section of local residents continuously obstructing the work on account of 
several reasons. Works were stalled at the site for two days from April 15 with people, who 
have surrendered their land for the project, staging rounds of protest at the location 
demanding a time-bound release of compensation. 

Earlier in February, five workers engaged in earth filling at the site were hospitalised after a 
group of people attacked them, alleging that dust was emanating from the road leading to the 
yard whenever lorries carrying mud passed by. 

Keywords: Muttom metro work, Kochi Metro Rail, residents protest, Kochi metro yard 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/fresh-round-of-protests-halts-work-on-metro-
yard-at-muttom/article5965402.ece 

 

Farmers stage demonstration 

 

Activists of the Kerala Karshaka Sangham hold a demonstration in front of the Supplyco office in 

Kottayam on Wednesday.– Photo: By Special Arrangement  

The Kottayam area committee of the Kerala Karshaka Sangham on Wednesday organised a 
demonstration in front of the Kerala State Civil Supplies Corporation (Supplyco) office here. 
The agitation was held in protest against the alleged delay by the government in paying the 
dues for the paddy procured from farmers. 

CPI(M) leader M.K. Prabhakaran inaugurated the protest meet that was presided over by 
Karshaka Sangham area committee president M.K. Sathasivan Nair. 

According to the agitators, the government had decreased the procurement price from Rs.19 
to Rs.18 a kg. Moreover, the authorities also failed to ensure the timely distribution of the 
amounts months after the harvest. The compensation of Rs.20,000 per hectare announced for 
those who faced crop loss due to the intrusion of salt water was yet to be distributed. The 
assurance was made by the Agriculture Minister a year ago, they said. The agitators also 



threatened to intensify their agitations if the government continued to turn a blind eye to their 
problems.   

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/farmers-stage-
demonstration/article5964927.ece 

Protest, not so noble 
Village demands Rs. 5 lakh to vote  

Villages boycotting polling in protest of unresolved issues is common. Heard of any village 
doing the same for money? Well, the curious case of Bhojya Naik Tanda from Basheerabad 
mandal of Ranga Reddy district is testimony to that.  

This tribal hamlet from Navalga village panchayat has not seen representatives from any 
political party visiting them, as an independent candidate also contested from there. The 
general assumption was that the whole hamlet would vote for the independent. 

On D-day, only about 20 to 30 people went to vote, which raised eyebrows. Upon enquiry, it 
came to light that the rest abstained from voting, demanding a lump-sum for the whole 
hamlet. Sources informed that their demand was for Rs. 5 lakh for the entire hamlet, which 
was not acceptable to any political party.  

“Not reaching any deal, but attracting a lot of attention, the villagers got scared, and went to 
vote at about 5 p.m.,” a local resident said on condition of anonymity. 

Another hamlet, Chenchupally from Yenkepally village panchayat of Pudur mandal too 
abstained from voting for much of the day, protesting about unresolved problems. They were 
angry about pending unresolved issues such as bad roads and the lack of water tanks—issues 
continuing since the last elections in 2009. However, persuaded by revenue officials, they 
finally came around and cast their vote.  

Another village, Elmakanne from Tandur witnessed trouble when a group of women 
obstructed voting, said sources. It was eventually resolved after police entered the scene.  

Keywords: Village, voting boycott, protest, not noble, Rs.5 lakh demand, Telangana, Ranga 
Reddy District,  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/protest-not-so-noble/article5963568.ece 

 

Residents protest against poor water supply 
Hoardings list ‘achievements’ regarding water distribution 

After failing to get remedy from elected representatives and officials, the residents of Ward 
11 and 12 of Chikkadasampalayam Panchayat in Karamadai Panchayat Union erected three 
small hoardings a few days ago. 

The hoardings listed the ‘achievements’ of the Panchayat ward member, Panchayat Union 
Councillor and the Panchayat president: they had ‘improved’ the water supply from once in 
five days to once in 10 days, changed duration of water supply from 10 hours to four hours, 
had not supplied ground water to people from ‘Salim Kadai’ to ‘Kaikatti’, and ‘protected the 
environment’ by not cleaning the drainage. 



The residents erected the banners because the Panchayat officials mismanaged the water 
supply, complained G. Sakthivel, a resident. 

The area got its water supply from the Bhavani River water pipeline that reached Tirupur.  

The water fell into a sump in the area for further distribution. It was at the distribution point 
that the mismanagement took place. 

The plumbers did not turn the valve on and off at regular intervals. Their irregular 
functioning was what had led to the situation, he said and added that though the residents 
complained, the president C. Arumugam did little to improve the situation. 

Besides, the residents were also angered at a few illegal water connections. 

Three days after the residents erected the hoardings, block development officials along with 
the elected representatives met the residents on Tuesday morning. 

Mr. Arumugam said that he had explained to the residents that the delay in water supply was 
because of an on-going work, which got over a few days ago with the completion of the trial 
run. 

The Panchayat was ready to improve supply and it had after the meeting. 

The Block Development Officer V.K. Suresh was not available for comment. 

Keywords: Karamadai Panchayat, Coimbatore district, Karamadai water crisis, Bhavani 
River 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/residents-protest-against-poor-water-
supply/article5962153.ece 

 

MLA threatens to go on fast 
An MLA of the Samajwadi Party has threatened to go on a fast unto death if the ban imposed 
by the Election Commission on Uttar Pradesh Minister Mohammad Azam Khan’s rallies in 
the State was not lifted. 

Isauli MLA Abrar Ahmad on Monday sent a memorandum to the EC through the District 
Magistrate demanding that the ban imposed on Mr. Khan be lifted. 

Mr. Ahmed threatened to go on a hunger strike and protest if the ban was not lifted within 48 
hours. 

The SP MLA alleged that when the poll panel could lift the ban on Narendra Modi’s aide 
Amit Shah who is accused of spreading communal hatred then why can’t it remove the 
restriction on Mr. Khan.-PTI 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-newdelhi/mla-threatens-to-go-on-

fast/article5961447.ece 

Villagers may heed CPI(M) call to vote: 30 
April 



CPI(M) State secretariat member and Kisan Sabha president Kuldeep Tanwar has urged the 
residents of Odu village in the Shimla Lok Sabha constituency to cast their votes. The 186 
residents have refused to exercise their franchise in protest against the “neglect of and ill-
treatment” meted out to the village by the two mainstream parties, the Congress and the BJP. 

The tiny village, inhabited mostly by Dalits, is about 4.5 km downhill from the nearest road 
at Durgapur, about 25 km from Himachal Pradesh capital Shimla. 

There is no road connectivity, no clean drinking water and no outlets to collect electricity and 
water bills. The area lacks irrigation facilities. 

A majority of men work as potters or are involved in giving visitors pony rides at the tourist 
resort of Naldehra. Some of them are working as caddies at the Naldehra Golf Club, say 
CPI(M) activists, who regularly visits the village. 

The two women self-help groups in Odu and nearby villages have decided to boycott the 
election since they feel ignored, said Dr. Tanwar, who addressed an election meeting in the 
village on Monday. “But we are trying to motivate them, through our literacy ambassadors 
and a few Kisan Sabha members, to participate in the election process,” he said. 

CPI(M) activists are the only people visiting the village, say the locals Lata Sharma, 
Shakuntala Devi and Khema Devi. 

“We have to carry patients piggyback to the nearest dispensary uphill since there is no road 
for ambulance,” said the women who had earlier planned to press the NOTA button on 
EVMs. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-newdelhi/villagers-may-heed-cpim-
call-to-vote/article5961446.ece 

Protest staged outside hospital 
About 100 persons staged a protest outside the Omalur Government Hospital (GH) alleging 
that the hospital denied treatment to a person who was stabbed by a few unidentified persons. 
The victim Chinappan (65) from Pachanampatti village near Omalur, told the police that 
while he was waiting for a bus near Kamandapatti Railway Gate on Tuesday three persons 
approached him and demanded money and also stabbed him. 

Passersby rushed him to the Omalur GH where he was allegedly left unattended. Agitated 
over the delay, relatives staged a protest outside the hospital. The Omalur Police pacified 
them and asked the staff to inform the doctor on duty, after which he was treated. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/protest-staged-outside-
hospital/article5961602.ece 

Furore in Jehangirpuri as girls molested 

 



Security personnel stationed outside the government school in Jehangirpuri on Tuesday.— Photo: 

Sushil Kumar Verma  

A music teacher at a government school in Jehangirpuri here has been arrested for allegedly 
molesting five teenaged girls studying in the school. 

The teacher, Vijay Kumar (38), was arrested on Tuesday afternoon following protests by 
angry locals and the victims’ parents. 

The teacher sexually harassed the girls during a music class on Monday. 

“The girls, aged between 14 and 15 years, went home and narrated the incident to their 
parents. The parents came to the school in the morning and demanded that the principal let 
them meet the music teacher. Instead, the principal warned them against registering an FIR 
and asked them to leave the premises. The parents then staged a protest in the school,” said a 
police officer. 

The police said the ruckus started around 11 a.m. and went on for two hours. “The situation 
soon turned ugly after the locals joined in and started pelting stones and bricks at the school 
building. They tried to damage school property but we managed to stop them by deploying 
extra force around the school,” the officer added. 

Following the violence, the police arrested 18 men and five women. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/furore-in-jehangirpuri-as-girls-
molested/article5961606.ece 

Protest against delay in releasing old age 
pension 
The residents of Ramjogihalli in Hiriyur taluk of the district took out a procession and staged 
dharna outside the Deputy Commissioner’s office here on Tuesday, to protest against the 
inordinate delay in releasing old age pension to beneficiaries, by some of the banks in the 
district.. They also raised slogans against the bank authorities for releasing their pensions late. 

The agitators submitted a memorandum. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/protest-against-delay-in-

releasing-old-age-pension/article5961699.ece 

Agri. college students stage stir 
   

Students of Bapatla Agricultural College on Tuesday began a protest demanding that the 
dilapidated hostel buildings should be immediately pulled down and in their place, new 
buildings should be built. Dileep, a student, said that the students have been living in fear 
becasue the crumbling walls and beams could give away at any time. 

Keywords: Agriculture college 
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Attacks taking a toll on NHAI 



 Brahmarakootlu booth attacked thrice after Oscar’s letter to CM 

 

The toll plaza at Brahmarakootlu on Mangalore-Bangalore national highway was attacked on April 

16, April 19 and April 26.— file photo  

The National Highways Authority of India’s toll booth at Brahmarakootlu, near B.C. Road, 
has been attacked thrice in a fortnight after the Centre sought security to all toll plazas in the 
State. 

Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways Oscar Fernandes, in a letter to Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah on March 18, asked him to ensure that all toll plazas under the NHAI 
in the State were provided with police security to prevent any violence and vandalism. The 
Secretary of the same ministry, too, had written to the government. 

The letter, a copy of which is with The Hindu , spoke about media reports on January 28, on 
violence and vandalism, resorted to by volunteers of a political party at toll plazas in 
Maharashtra protesting against toll on State government roads. 

“Occurrence of such incidents on NHAI toll plazas may have serious implications for 
ongoing development works and all future national highways development programmes and 
is also detrimental to the development of the State in particular and the nation in general,” 
Mr. Fernandes said. 

The Minister asked the Chief Minister to issue instructions to the district administration and 
State police for making arrangements for deploying local police at all the toll plazas under the 
NHAI projects. The letter said: “It includes those of concessionaires (contractors) of NHAI in 
the State so as to avoid any unpleasant situation and the possibility of such incidents breaking 
out at these toll plazas.” 

Earlier, Vijay Chhibber, Secretary, Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, in a 
February 4 letter to Kaushik Mukherjee, Secretary, State government drew his attention to the 
manhandling and violence at toll plazas in some parts of the country. He said that there was a 
need to take precautionary measure to avoid any incident of vandalism at toll booths. 
According to complaints filed with police, the toll plaza at Brahmarakootlu on Mangalore-
Bangalore national highway was attacked on April 16, April 19 and April 26 and its 
personnel were allegedly beaten up by groups. 

S.D. Sharanappa, Superintendent of Police, Dakshina Kannada, told The Hindu that the 
Union minister’s letter has not been referred to the district police. After the recent incidents 
police security has been arranged at Brahmarakootlu on temporary basis. It would continue 
till the situation returns to normalcy. If the contractor wanted to have the police security on 
permanent basis certain payment would have to be made to the department as per the 
government provisions. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/attacks-taking-a-toll-on-
nhai/article5961873.ece 



Women stage dharna for water 
Around 50 women staged a dharna outside the Deputy Commissioner’s office here on 
Tuesday, against the non-availability of drinking water at G. Mylahalli in Dudda hobli of 
Hassan taluk. 

To mark their protest, the women filled their water pots from a tap on the DC office premises 
before leaving the place. 

The protesters said they had been deprived of drinking water for the last two months. 

Gowramma, a resident of the village, said, “Owners of private borewells have also refused to 
provide water. As we are dependent on them for water, we have to be at their mercy,” she 
said. 

Deputy Commissioner V. Anbukkumar received a memorandum from the women. 

He told them that he would send an official to the village to make arrangements for water. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/women-stage-dharna-for-
water/article5961892.ece 

Residents stage road roko to restore power 
supply : 29 April 
Around midnight on Sunday, the residents of Muthialpet gathered outside their houses and 
staged a road roko on ECR demanding regularisation of electricity supply to their area.  

According to one of the residents, Palaniappan, the problem has been going on for a long 
time now.  

Every now and then, the Muthialpet area loses power and the residents suffer for several 
hours. Many times, the power cuts last for over 12 hours. There are a number of old people 
and young babies in the area, and when the power supply is disrupted for so long, it becomes 
difficult for us, he said.  

When they complain there is some temporary solution and then the power supply gets 
disrupted again. The electricity department so far has not come up with a concrete solution, 
he said.  

For over an hour, around 200 residents sat outside their houses demanding that the situation 
be rectified. They finally dispersed when assured that the department would take necessary 
action.  

Speaking to The Hindu Superintending Engineer of the Electricity Department K. 
Mathivanan said the problem was because some of the joints in the cabling in the Muthialpet 
area had worn out.  

This was not the first time that this problem had occurred, so this time they had planned a 
more permanent solution.  

The work would be completed in two day’s time. 

Further, work on the Venkata Nagar Substation would also be completed in the next two 
months, which would also help to improve the situation, he said.  



Keywords: Muthialpet power cuts, road roko, residents protest 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/puducherry/residents-stage-road-roko-to-restore-
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FACT workers call for hartal 
Save FACT Action Committee has called for a dawn-to-dusk hartal and a 24-hour industrial 
strike and blockade of trains on May 12 in Ernakulam district to highlight their grievances. 
The committee has been leading a 190-day-old protest action seeking government 
intervention to save the public sector fertilizer company.  

The decision to go for a hartal was taken at a meeting of the Jilla Samara Sahaya Samithi, 
said a press release issued by the Save FACT Action Committee here on Monday.  

The press release said hartal and industrial strike were being called in protest against the 
failure of the Union government to come to the assistance of the fertilizer company and the 
failure of the government to approve a financial revival package approved by the Board for 
Reconstruction of Public Sector Enterprises.  

BRPSE had approved the revival package for FACT in December last year. The 
recommendation was approved by the Union Finance Ministry on March 5. However, the 
proposals are pending approval by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs. FACT 
employees under the Action Committee have expressed apprehensions that if the revival 
package was not approved within this month the company’s day-to-day operations would 
come to a standstill.  

The Action Committee has called for a protest meeting at Udyogamandal on Tuesday.  

The Centre had released Rs. 200 crore towards assistance for the company in 2008 as per the 
recommendations of the Committee of Secretaries as an interim measure. The committee had 
then recommended that a turnaround strategy be drawn up for the company.  

Delitte India, which did a study of the conditions of FACT, had called for correction of some 
policy issues and had recommended infusion of Rs. 450 crore for meeting working capital 
requirements of the company. However, the money had not been sanctioned by the 
government, leading to the current crisis.  

Keywords: Save FACT Action Committee, Kochi hartal, Jilla Samara Sahaya Samithi 
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Protest on rail tracks 



 
People staging a protest on the railway track at Anantnag on Monday demanding increase in 
frequency of train services.-PHOTO: NISSAR AHMAD  
 
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/protest-on-rail-tracks/article5958112.ece  
 

Activists held 
    

A group of activists were on Monday detained when they tried to stage a “sleeping” protest in 
front of the State Information Commission to press for proactive functioning. They were 
released in the evening. 

The activists, belonging to the Satta Panchayat Iyakkam, claimed that the State had not 
implemented the Right to Information Act properly. Head of the organisation Siva Elango 
said the Commission was unwilling to provide data on the number of cases pending before it. 

Public Information Officers who were not providing information within the stipulated time 
were not being fined as per law, they alleged. “The names of those who are fined should be 
put up on the Commission’s website as it is done in other States,” he said. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/activists-
held/article5958237.ece 

Dalit outfits seek arrest of activist’s killers 
Members of various Dalit organisations staged a protest here on Monday, criticising the 
district administration and the Police Department for their alleged failure to arrest those 
involved in the murder of social activist T. Radhakrishna. 

The protesters alleged that the administration had not taken any initiatives to investigate and 
arrest the culprits, even after suicide attempts by his wife and daughter. The wife survived, 
but the daughter succumbed. 

They demanded that the case be handed over to the Corps of Detectives (CoD). 



Members of the organisations took out a rally from the Nachiketa Nilaya, and formed a 
human chain at Mekke Circle before assembling outside the Deputy Commissioner’s office 
here, where they staged a protest. 

The protesters demanded that adequate compensation and security be arranged for the social 
activist’s family members. Radhakrishna’s wife, Suma, was also among the protesters. 

Meanwhile, the situation became tense after a few protesters tried to barge into Deputy 
Commissioner’s office, unmindful of the police barricade. However, the police eased the 
tension with prompt action. 

Dalit Sangharsh Samiti (Ambedkarvada) State convener T. Vijaykumar, District Bhovi 
Sangha general secretary L. Muniraju and others participated. The protesters dispersed only 
after Superintendent of Police Ajay Hilori assured them that the culprits would soon be 
arrested. 

‘Administration has not taken any action even after the death of his daughter’ 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/dalit-outfits-seek-arrest-of-activists-
killers/article5958353.ece 

Hartal brings normal life to a halt in 
Thrissur 
Sporadic incidents of violence in some areas 

 

The deserted Sakthan Thampuran Nagar in Thrissur on Monday.— PHOTO: K.K. Najeeb  

The dawn-to-desk hartal called by the Hindu Aikyavedi in protest against the police action 
against its leaders at Moorkanad, near here, paralysed normal life in the district on Monday. 

Shops and business establishments remained closed. Buses, taxis and autorickshaws kept off 
the road. Protesters blocked private vehicles in some places. Kerala State Road Transport 
Corporation buses were operated in many places. 

Though the hartal was peaceful in most of the places, sporadic incidents of violence were 
reported form some areas. 

Hundreds of Hindu Aikyavedi activists participated in a procession taken out in the city. 
Aikyavedi State secretary P. Sudhakaran inaugurated a public meeting. BJP district general 
secretary Ravikumar Uppath, Viswa Hindu Parishat district vice-president M.R. 
Shanmughan, Hindu Aikyavedi district secretary P.K. Rajan, taluk secretary Prasad Anchery 
and others participated. 

The hartal supporters threw stones at two buses at Irinjalakuda. Miscreants threw stones at 
the cupola of the Thelappilly church. Many cupolas were vandalised in and around 
Chalakudy. KSRTC services from the Irinjalakuda depot were stopped after protesters threw 
stones at a bus. 



The protesters threw stones at Wadakkanchery and Kodungallur. Petrol pumps were closed 
following the protest by hartal supporters in many places. The hartal was peaceful at 
Moorkanad, where the clash between the police and Hindu Aikyavedi activists occurred on 
Saturday. 

Shops and business firms were closed at Puthukkad too. 

Government offices and banks registered meagre attendance owing to lack of public 
transport. 

Tension prevailed at Moorkanad on Saturday when a festival procession of St. Antony’s 
church went through land owned by the Cochin Devaswom Board. 

Though the board gave permission for the procession, it was cancelled following protests by 
some Hindu organisations. 

However, Aikyavedi activists alleged that the police refused to receive the devaswom board 
order cancelling the permission for the procession. Tension was caused when Aikyavedi 
activists tried to stop the procession. A clash between the police and Aikyavedi activists 
followed. 

The church procession was later taken out through a different road. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/hartal-brings-normal-life-to-
a-halt-in-thrissur/article5958432.ece 

Transwoman stages protest: 28 April 

 

seeks help:S. Swapna, a transwoman, staging a protest in Madurai on Monday.— Photo: S. James  

Alleging apathy and discrimination by government officials, a trans-woman staged a protest 
on the Collectorate premises on Monday. 

S. Swapna said that officials from the Directorate of Government Examinations, Tamil Nadu 
had turned down her request for a name and gender change in her class 10 and Plus Two 
mark statements. 

“I underwent a sex reassignment surgery in 2011 following which I changed my name and 
had it registered in the government gazette. I had petitioned the Directorate of Government 
examinations asking for a change of name in my school mark sheets and was shocked when I 
received a reply from them stating that it was against the rules to do so,” Ms. Swapna stated. 



Ms. Swapna had recently cleared the TNPSC group IV examinations. 

“Since I haven’t been allowed to change my name and gender in my school certificates, I am 
asked inappropriate questions when I go for certificate verification and job interviews about 
my gender and identity,” she also alleged. 

“We already have a tough time securing job opportunities and complications like this make it 
worse. Even for a small change in our certificates, we are made to run around,” she rued. 

She said that she had submitted numerous petitions as well as posted her grievances on the 
‘Collector Madurai’ facebook page but no solution had been offered. 

After blindfolding herself, Ms. Swapna sat near the entrance of the Collectorate building and 
insisted to meet the District Collector to get her grievance redressed. She then proceeded to 
stage a road blockade and sat outside the Collectorate. 

Gopi Shankar, an LGBT activist and founder of ‘Srishti Madurai,’ who had accompanied Ms. 
Swapna said that issues pertaining to minorities had not been addressed efficiently by the 
district administration officials. 

“There have been numerous instances of crimes against trans-people in Madurai, Theni and 
Tuticorin which have gone unnoticed. Being a miniscule community, they should be lent 
enough support by the authorities,” he said. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/transwoman-stages-
protest/article5958540.ece\ 

Residents spell out their agenda to 
candidates 

 



The Hindu A hoarding put up by the residents of APSEB Colony, P&T Colony and members of Alluri 

Walkers Association at the Alluri Sitaramaraju statue in Seetammadhara in Viskahapatnam on 

Monday demanding that the candidates seeking their votes address their grievance of shifting of 

liquor vends and bar from amidst their homes. -Photo:C_V_SUBRAHMANYAM.  

  

Giving shape to the concept of People’s Manifesto, residents of New P&T Colony, APSEB 
Colony and members of Alluri Walkers Association are demanding that the candidates for the 
General Elections from the segment address their issues. 

Realising the power of the numbers, the residents’ associations have come together and put 
up a poster at the Alluri Sitaramaraju statue spelling out their one-point agenda — removal of 
a bar and liquor vend from the residential area.  

What has irked the residents is that their persistent efforts to have the bar shifted from the 
main road near Alluri Sitaramaraju Statue have failed and now the bar is being shifted by its 
management and, worse, right next to a nursery school in an adjoining lane, secretary New 
P&T Colony Association secretary P Latchiraju said.  

“The administration that does not give permission to any development work under the excuse 
of model code of conduct for elections being in force is facilitating this anti-people move,” 
North Andhra Pradesh Graduates Constituency Member Legislative Council M V S Sarma 
said, speaking at the protest camp organised by the New P&T Colony Residents Welfare 
Association, APSEB Colony Residents Welfare Association and the members of Alluri 
Walkers Club. How can the authorities be blind to blatant violation of regulations of not 
allowing a liquor vend near a school, temple or in a residential area apart from allowing the 
leaseholder to violate the basic rights of the neighbours, he asked. 

The voters made their intentions clear in the poster they strung up at the pedestal of the Alluri 
Sitaramaraju statue. “If you want our votes first shift the liquor vend from this residential 
area” it reads. 

CPI(M) candidate for Visakha North Assembly segment RKSV Kumar, whose focus of 
election campaign is closure of belt shops, met the protestors and expressed his support.  

The protest was led by New P&T Colony Association president K Appa Rao, APSEB Colony 
Association president Satyanarayana and president of Alluri Walkers Association Shantaram. 

Keywords: Residents, Elelection 2014, agenda set, Assembly Lok Sabha 2014,  
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Protests in Gilgit Baltistan for rights 
Since February, unnoticed by the world at large, the self-governed region of Gilgit Baltistan 
has been witnessing strong protests for basic rights and an equal share in development.  

What started off as a resistance to the wheat subsidies being removed had snowballed into 
full-fledged protests in all seven districts, according to convener of the Awami Action 
Committee (AAC) Ehsan Ali, an advocate.  

Mr. Ali told The Hindu on the phone from Gilgit that people were rising against the injustice 
and exploitation of this region and some of their demands were even partially accepted.  

“We are now struggling for political and fundamental rights and protesting against this 
toothless government, which is a puppet regime,” he said.  



About 13 political parties have come together to form the AAC, including the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf, the Jamaat-e-Islami, Awami Workers Party and regional parties, which has 
since two months mobilised support for its demands.  

Mr. Ali said the people were very upset with rights to mineral deposits and industrial raw 
materials being given to outside companies, including multinationals. The region has vast 
deposits of iron, mica, marble and even gold and precious stones.  

“We think these leases must be given to local people and used for their development,” he 
said.  

He said the government was withdrawing subsidies on wheat and the AAC believes there can 
be no taxation without representation. The government was collecting taxes from the people 
of Gilgit Baltistan but it had no representatives in the Parliament. The AAC was demanding 
cancellation of leases to the companies and elimination of corruption and recovering of 
money looted from the public.  

Another raging issue was that of the Diamer Bhasha dam and the people of Diamer district 
had formed an action committee to protest the project. They were demanding 80 per cent of 
the royalty from the energy generated from the dam along with better services and 
employment in the project. The people of Diamer have been agitating for over a year and 
during this movement two persons were killed in firing, Mr. Ali pointed out.  

He said the AAC supported the Diamer agitation. The protests have elicited a response from 
the government and the Minister for Kashmir Affairs is expected to make a statement. The 
Prime Minister has assured the people of Gilgit that all their demands would be addressed.  

“We are waiting to see what the government says,” Mr. Ali added.  

Keywords: Gilgit Baltistan, Awami Action Committee 
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Worker killed in accident in Coimbatore 
Daily wager Senthilkumar (36) was killed in a road accident on Thanneerpandal Road on 
Sunday afternoon. Residents of the area and Senthilkumar’s friends staged a protest at the 
accident site alleging that the traffic investigation wing police have let off the accused, a car 
driver. They sought proper investigation. 

According to police sources, the accident took place when Senthilkumar’s motorcycle and a 
car collided. In the impact of the collision, he died on the spot. The police reached the spot to 
conduct investigation but the residents, who gathered at the spot on hearing about the news, 
alleged that the police had let off the car driver for a consideration. 

They then staged a protest demanding that the police conduct an honest and thorough inquiry.  

The Peelamedu police rushed to the spot, pacified the agitating public by assuring them that 
the traffic investigation wing police would do their best. 

The protesting public also demanded that the authorities concerned repair the damaged 
Thanneerpandal Road. The protest affected the flow of traffic in the area. 

Senthilkumar, who lived in Vinobaji Nagar, Vilankurichi, is survived by wife Kavitha and 
daughters Nivetha and Harini. 



Keywords: Thanneerpandal Road, road accident 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/worker-killed-in-accident-in-
coimbatore/article5955594.ece 

Families allege medical negligence in 
deaths, protest 
 30-year-old woman and 8-year-old girl died in separate incidents 

Tension prevailed in and around Alamaram Street, Tiruttani, after Dimple (30) — who was 
admitted in a private hospital for a gynaecological procedure — died on Saturday night. 
Family members of the victim claimed medical negligence and protested against hospital 
authorities by blocking the road. 

A police official in Tiruvallur district said Dimple, the wife of Rajesh, who runs a jewellery 
shop, was admitted to B.R. Hospital for the procedure on Saturday morning. During the 
operation, she developed medical complications and was rushed to a private hospital in Porur, 
where she was declared as brought dead. 

Claiming that Dimple died of medical negligence, family members of Mr. Rajesh protested, 
seeking action against the hospital authorities. Tiruvallur Collector and the Superintendent of 
Police rushed to the spot. Based on a complaint from Mr. Rajesh, the Collector has 
recommended that the post-mortem be carried out by a team of experts in Kilpauk Medical 
College and Hospital, where the body was being taken. A police official said that the victim 
had heart problems. 

In a similar incident in the city, a posse of police personnel was posted at a private hospital in 
Shenoy Nagar in the city, to prevent any untoward incidents after the death of an eight-year-
old girl on Sunday. 

Narrating the turn of events, a doctor at Hande Hospital said the child Sanjana, who is a 
resident of Manja Koil Street, Aminjikarai, was suffering from high fever and admitted at a 
private clinic in the morning.  

While the medical specialist was attending to the child, the child suddenly developed fits and 
the doctor rushed the child in an autorickshaw to the nearby Hande Hospital. Hospital 
authorities, despite giving first aid, could not save the child. 

On hearing of the girl’s death, the family members tried to manhandle the doctor of the clinic, 
thereby creating tension on the hospital premises. The hospital authorities immediately 
alerted the Aminjikarai Police, who rushed to the hospital, and took the body to the 
Government Kilpauk Medical College and Hospital for post-mortem. Aminjikarai Police are 
investigating.  
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PMK -VCK rivalry rears its head  
The law and order situation in some pockets in the Chidambaram (reserve) Lok Sabha 
constituency is under strain amid minor clashes involving friends-turned-foes, the Pattali 
Makkal Katchi (PMK) and the Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK), pitted against each 
other in the Lok Sabha polls.  



While the PMK is with the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance, the VCK is with the 
DMK-led Democratic Progressive Alliance.  

Within four days of the elections, two incidents of clashes between supporters of the two 
parties have occurred in the constituency: one at Vadakku Mangudi on the night of April 24 
(after polling was over); and the other at Eechampoondi, near Kattumannarkoil, on Saturday.  

In the first incident, scores of tenements of Dalits were ransacked, one hut was torched and 
over a dozen two-wheelers were damaged. Six Dalits were injured. The police have arrested 
25 persons in connection with this incident and 14 persons from both groups in the second.  

Police sources said that when VCK organiser Ramalingam, 37, was seeking support for party 
candidate Thol. Thirumavalavan at the Eechampoondi booth on April 24, the date of polling, 
PMK functionary Mahesh protested. This led to a wordy quarrel between the two. However, 
both groups, armed with wooden logs, re-assembled in the village on Saturday and attacked 
each other.  

Houses ransacked 
 
The houses of Mr. Ramalingam and Mr. Mahesh were ransacked. As tension prevailed in the 
area, police presence was strengthened. What is disconcerting is that since Chidambaram is 
reserved for the Scheduled Castes, both the VCK and the PMK have fielded Dalit candidates 
— Mr. Thirumavalavan and Sudha Manirathinem.  

The rivalry between the two parties has got accentuated as they have started treating it as a 
turf war to prove their strength. While the Vanniyars, as a matter of right, are urging the 
Dalits to vote for the PMK’s “Mango” symbol, the Dalits have an aversion to it.  

It is believed that the Dalits are determined to exercise their democratic rights without any 
external influence. As the post-poll uncertainty prevails, there is a perceptible undercurrent of 
tension in the constituency.  

Keywords: PMK-VCK rivalry, Pattali Makkal Katchi, Viduthalai Chiruthaigal 
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J&K lawyers intensify strike 
    

High Court lawyers on Sunday intensified their indefinite strike demanding suspension of 
police officials over the assault of their colleague, even as Jammu and Kashmir DGP assured 
a fair probe into the matter. 

DGP Ashok Prasad said that action would be taken against erring policeman. “No one is 
above the law. If someone has broken the law, has to go through a legal process,” he asserted. 

The lawyers have gone on an indefinite strike paralysing working of the judiciary for three 
days in protest against assault of their colleague by the police here. 

They observed strike and held demonstrations at the High Court complex in the Janipur area 
against the police and demanded suspension of the erring police officials including the station 
house officer (SHO) and an impartial inquiry into it. 

“It is not that anybody can be excused whether he is a police officer or anybody else. It does 
not matter. We have conducted our preliminary inquiry. If anybody wants to have another 



inquiry they are welcome to have it. If there is no fault on either side, that person (policeman) 
should not be victimised,” the DGP told reporters here. 

Meanwhile, Jammu Bar Association President M. K. Bhardwaj told reporters that they will 
continue their indefinite strike in protest against the incident and demand suspension of the 
erring policemen. PTI 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/jk-lawyers-intensify-
strike/article5954824.ece 

 

Dalits protest against yoga guru Ramdev’s 
comments 
The SC unit of the Davangere district Congress committee has strongly criticised the remarks 
of yoga guru Ramdev. 

It has asked the government to exile him from the country for his “derogatory remarks” 
against Dalits and against the vice-president of the Congress Rahul Gandhi. 

Talking to reporters here today, B.H. Veerabhadrappa, president of the SC unit of the district 
Congress committee, Dalit leaders Avantara Duggappa and L.M. Hanumanthappa said that 
by saying that Rahul visited houses of Dalits for honeymoon, Mr. Ramdev has “shown his 
true colours”. 

His remarks have hurt the sentiments of Dalits all over the country, they said. 

Being a yoga guru and sanyasi, he should not have stooped to the level of making vulgar 
comments against the Dalits, they said adding that the excuses offered by Mr. Ramdev would 
in no way reduce their anger. 

Netravathi, an advocate and a Dalit leader, said that the remarks of Mr. Ramdev greatly 
affected the sentiments of Dalit women. She said that she was planning to file a defamation 
suit against him. 

Procession 

The Congress has decided to take out a procession here tomorrow from Assistant 
Commissioner’s office to Gandhi circle, where it is planning to burn the effigies of Mr. 
Ramdev. 

A large number of Dalits have staged demonstrations in front of the Patanjali Divya 
Medicines and Herbal Products stores in different parts of the city. 

They also damaged the boards of the stores. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/dalits-protest-against-yoga-
guru-ramdevs-comments/article5955103.ece 

Activists stage protest against fare increase 
    

Activists of the Bangalore Bus Prayaanikara Vedike staged a protest in the city on Saturday 
over the recent hike in the Bangalore Metropolitan Transport Corporation (BMTC) bus fares. 



As part of the protest, the vedike activists boarded a Vidhana Soudha-bound bus from 
Majestic and paid Rs. 5 each for the ticket as against the actual fare of Rs. 12. The vedike 
activists claimed that as their demand was that BMTC should fix fare of 50 paise per 
kilometre of travel, they were paying only Rs. 5 for each ticket though the actual fare was Rs. 
12. 

Vinay Srinivas, who represents the vedike, said the first batch of 30 activists boarded bus 
route no. 129 from Majestic and each of them paid Rs. 5 for their travel till Vidhana Soudha. 

The second batch of activists boarded the bus route no. 198 from Majestic Bus Station and 
tried travelling till Vidhana Soudha by paying Rs. 5 per ticket but had to face the wrath of the 
BMTC authorities. Ashok, an activist, said: “The conductor refused to issue us Rs. 5 tickets. 
He then asked the driver to take the bus back to the depot and thus that particular trip was 
cancelled.” 

Geeta, an activist, alleged that Upparpet Police Inspector R. Prakash, who rushed to the spot, 
misbehaved with women protesters using derogatory language. 

The vedike urged the State government to subsidise BMTC operations and treat it as an 
essential service to help the poor access the service 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/activists-stage-protest-
against-fare-increase/article5955110.ece 

Pippalgaon voters threaten to boycott polls 
again 
Frustrated voters at Pippalgaon in Jainad mandal of Adilabad Assembly constituency have 
threatened to boycott polling for the second time in 20 days after candidates contesting the 
elections failed to heed to their problems. 

All 315 of them are aghast as no leader has called on them despite their boycott of the 
MPTC-ZPTC elections on April 11 protesting the denial of basic facilities: mainly a 4-km 
road linking it to the mandal headquarters. 

No ambulance, 

RTC service 

“Neither the 108 ambulance service, nor the RTC runs any service to this village because of 
the extremely bad condition of the road. We have about 50 youngsters who do not attend 
college as they cannot make it in time for want of proper transport,” lamented Bobbili 
Satyanarayana, a youth activist in the village. The village is about 1 km away from Laxmipur, 
another habitation which is well connected to Jainad. 

“If the leaders at least lay a road connecting our village with Laxmipur, access to other places 
will become easier,” Madavi Daulat pointed out. 

In the rainy season, the entire village would be a slush-filled spot and the local stream cuts 
the village off from other habitations. 

The road, or whatever is left of it, becomes too slushy to even cover the distance to Jainad on 
foot, the villagers said. 

Voters are sad that two of the contestants in the current election, Jogu Ramanna of the TRS 
and Payal Shankar of the BJP, have not fulfilled their vow to lay a black-topped road or 
provide connection to the over head water tank from a source. 



“They had made the vow in the Hanuman temple and have no face to come seeking our 
support in these elections,” Mr. Daulat observed. 

“It is numbers that count. We continue to be ignored because we are small in number,” 
summed up Nishikanth Rao Deshpande, an elder in the village. 

The villagers had boycotted the recent MPTC-ZPTC polls, after political leaders failed to 
fulfil promises of providing basic facilities 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-andhrapradesh/pippalgaon-voters-
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Rhetoric of hate 
Hatred, mockery and insensitivity have virtually becomethe norm this 

election season. 

This general election for the 16{+t}{+h}Lok Sabha will be remembered for many reasons. It 
is being seen as a dramatic departure from past elections because of the presence, influence 
and use of the media; because of the focus on a handful of personalities rather than any issues 
and because polls are predicting a dire outcome for India’s oldest political party. 

Apart from these factors, what this election stands out for is the sickening depths to which 
some of the election-speak has sunk — from attacking critics and minorities and virtually 
asking them to leave the country to suggesting that men who rape women should be forgiven 
because they have made a ‘mistake’. 

Admittedly, many of these remarks have been amplified because of the omnipresence of the 
media that is waiting to pick up anything that can be spun out into a controversy and into 
endless debates on television channels. It is fascinating to watch politicians either deny what 
they have said although they know it has been recorded, or have their spokespersons attempt 
to explain their controversial comments. 

Thus, for instance, the recent rabid anti-Muslim comments by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s 
Pravin Togadia were dismissed by the Bharatiya Janata Party spokespersons as having no 
relevance to the BJP’s stance because he was not a member of the party. That the VHP is a 
part of the larger Sangh Parivar is conveniently brushed aside. In another talk show, a 
journalist with known sympathies to the BJP, described the comments as “rather reckless” 
and suggested that they could not be linked to the BJP’s prime ministerial candidate Narendra 
Modi because Togadia had a “visceral hatred of Modi” and was a “wild unguided missile”. 

Despite such dismissive remarks or denials, it is evident that the electronic media, with its 
obsessive coverage of the election campaign, has put on record the regressive attitudes of 
many men in political life, attitudes that will have a bearing on how the future India shapes 
up. 

Some argue that all this is just election talk, that after May 16, once results are out, life will 
revert to ‘normal’. But what will be ‘normal’ if such verbal violence and viciousness have 
marked the campaign leading up to the final result? Is it not inevitable that if you have 
political parties justifying such hateful rhetoric, then the politics of revenge and retribution 
will also be justified in the future? 

Look at Mumbai, a city that until 1992 was known for a certain level of tolerance of 
difference — political and religious. Of course, there have always been concentrations of 
certain communities in different areas of the city. But by and large, much of the city had a 
mixed population of Hindus and Muslims and other religious groups as well as people from 
different regions. It was a given that everyone had a right to the city. 



Since 1992 and the post-Babri Masjid communal riots, the city has gradually changed. One 
reason for this change in the city was the hate speech that was doled out virtually every day. 
The late Shiv Sena chief Bal Thackeray minced no words. His editorials in his newspaper 
Saamna were vicious as they targeted the minorities. Although civic-minded individuals 
objected, and even took the paper to court, the language did not change. Overtime it infected 
the minds of a large section of those consuming the message every day. 

As a result, when in addition to the hatred of Muslims, the Shiv Sena and its breakaway 
group the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) turned on “North Indians”, a euphemism for 
the people from Bihar and UP who migrated to Mumbai, there was little protest against such 
campaigns. Today, Mumbai is a city that is deeply divided and there is barely a whiff of its 
famed ‘cosmopolitanism’. 

So if we hold that hate-filled political rhetoric and its dissemination through the media has an 
impact on people’s mindset, one only has to look at Mumbai over the last two decades and 
more. 

Election-speak has also included several regressive remarks on issues concerning women. 
Samajwadi Party leader Mulayam Singh’s remark about rape — and that it was a ‘mistake’ 
by some young men — generated considerable heat. But what is worrying is the mindset it 
represents, one that too readily blames women for the violence they face, one that will not 
accept women as equal partners, one that believes that women should remain culturally 
bound to norms that deny them a voice. 

This time women constitute 47.62 per cent of the electorate. Women voters have already 
established that they go out in larger numbers than men to vote. We will have to wait and see 
whether they judge their candidates and the parties they support on the basis of their attitude 
towards women’s rights. 

As we wait for May 16, we need to consider whether there can be anything like ‘normal’ after 
such an election season where hatred, mockery and insensitivity have become virtually a 
norm. 

sharma.kalpana@yahoo.com  

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-sundaymagazine/rhetoric-of-

hate/article5951835.ece 

10 injured in Alwar clash 
Ten persons, including four policemen, were on Saturday injured when a clash broke out 
between the police and factory workers in Alwar district. 

Following a local court’s directive, the police had gone to remove protesting workers from 
factory premises when stones were pelted at the police, Vikas Kumar, SP Alwar, said. 

The police resorted to mild lathi-charge to control the crowd. 

The labourers also torched four vehicles belonging to the factory management, he said. 

The injured have been admitted to hospital, he said. 

“The factory premises have been evacuated but some labourers are still assembled outside 
and efforts are on to pacify them,” the police said. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-newdelhi/10-injured-in-alwar-
clash/article5952261.ece 



Vedike activists stage protest against 
BMTC  fare hike 
Activists of the Bangalore Bus Prayaanikara Vedike staged a protest in the city on Saturday 
over the recent hike in the Bangalore Metropolitan Transport Corporation (BMTC) bus fares. 

As part of the protest, the vedike activists boarded a Vidhana Soudha-bound bus from 
Majestic and paid Rs. 5 each for the ticket as against the actual fare of Rs. 12. The vedike 
activists claimed that as their demand was that BMTC should fix fare of 50 paise per 
kilometre of travel, they were paying only Rs. 5 for each ticket though the actual fare was Rs. 
12. 

Vinay Srinivas, who represents the vedike, said the first batch of 30 activists boarded bus 
route no. 129 from Majestic and each of them paid Rs. 5 for their travel till Vidhana Soudha. 

The second batch of activists boarded the bus route no. 198 from Majestic Bus Station and 
tried travelling till Vidhana Soudha by paying Rs. 5 per ticket but had to face the wrath of the 
BMTC authorities. Ashok, an activist, said: “The conductor refused to issue us Rs. 5 tickets. 
He then asked the driver to take the bus back to the depot and thus that particular trip was 
cancelled.” 

Geeta, an activist, alleged that Upparpet Police Inspector R. Prakash, who rushed to the spot, 
misbehaved with women protesters using derogatory language. 

The activists said that while the government has fixed the monthly minimum wages for a 
garment worker at Rs. 5,400 and the government was paying Rs 4,000 a month to its contract 
workers, it was unfair to fix the fare of the monthly BMTC bus pass at Rs. 1,045. 

The vedike questioned the claim by BMTC authorities on the losses incurred. 

The vedike urged the State government to subsidise BMTC operations and treat it as an 
essential service to help the poor access the service. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/vedike-activists-stage-
protest-against-bmtc-fare-hike/article5952289.ece 

 

Protest against Majithia 
Sikh activists on Saturday protested against Punjab Revenue Minister Bikramjit Singh 
Majithia for allegedly distorting the “Gurbani” while canvassing for BJP’s Amritsar 
candidate Arun Jaitley. 

The activists burnt an effigy of Mr. Majithia and took out a march from Gurdwara 
Nimmawala to Gurdwara Chhevin Patshahi against the alleged blasphemy. 

The activists demanded Mr. Majithia’s excommunication from the ‘Sikh panth’ for changing 
a word of Guru Gobind Singh’s hymn. 

Mr. Majithia was reported to have changed a word in the concluding part of Guru Gobind 
Singh’s hymn to tailor it to suit his wish for Mr. Jaitley’s victory. 

The hymn is considered by the Sikhs as their religious song.- PTI 



http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates/protest-against-
majithia/article5952608.ece 

Sringeri shootout: DYFI protests, demands 
probe 
Hassan district unit of the Democratic Youth Federation of India, here on Friday, staged a 
protest demanding a CBI inquiry into the Anti-Naxal Force shootout at Tanikodu in Sringeri 
taluk.  

A youth had died in the incident. 

The protesters staged a dharna in front of the Hemavati Statue in the city.  

Members of the Democratic Youth Federation of India remarked that the situation did not 
warrant firing by the ANF, and the people travelling in the goods carrier were not carrying 
weapons.  

Room for suspicion  

“The deceased had a bullet injury in his chest, offering room to suspect the ANF’s conduct. 
Members of the Bajrang Dal allegedly assaulted relatives of the deceased. The government 
should hand over the investigation of the case to the CBI and suspend the ANF staff,” said 
M.G. Pruthvi, secretary of the federation’s Hassan district committee. 

Keywords: Sringeri shootout, Hassan district, CBI inquiry,  
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http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/sringeri-shootout-dyfi-protests-demands-
probe/article5948362.ece 

Lathi charge flayed 
SFI and DYFI activists staged a road blockade at College Circle on Friday condemning the 
lathi charge and arrest of protesting students in Bangalore during the Syndicate meeting of 
Bangalore University. The police action was undemocratic, SFI State committee member N. 
Amaresh said. — Staff Correspondent 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/lathi-charge-
flayed/article5949963.ece 

Students oppose TET 
B.Ed and D.Ed students here on Friday took out a rally to protest against the Teachers’ 
Eligibility Test (TET) to be conducted for recruitment of teachers for primary schools. 

The Department of Public Instruction is conducting TET from this year. The authorities have 
been making graduates anxious by making the test mandatory for recruitment for primary 
schools, they said. The rally culminated at the Deputy Commissioner’s office. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/students-oppose-
tet/article5950240.ece 



Municipal chairperson joins people in road 
roko 
Gudiyatham municipal chairperson joined people in staging a road roko on Friday 
condemning improper distribution of drinking water in certain wards. 

Ward numbers 3,4 and 5 reportedly did not get drinking water for the last couple of weeks. 
Hence people staged a road roko in Gudiyatham- Palamaner road along with councilors 
Devan and Palani. 

Suddenly, the municipal chairperson Amutha Sivaprakasam joined the protest and 
complained that officials were not cooperative. Municipal commissioner Viswanathan and 
engineer Umamaheswari persuaded her to give up protest but in vain. 

They dispersed after DSP Vijayakumar pacified them. Police have booked a case against 
Amutha and others for staging the road roko. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/municipal-chairperson-joins-
people-in-road-roko/article5950326.ece 

RJD leader shot dead in Bihar: 25 April 
A senior Rashtriya Janata Dal leader was shot dead on Friday in Bihar’s Supaul district, 
triggering violent protest by his supporters, police said.  

Ravinder Yadav was killed by unidentified men after he was asked to step out of his house 
early Friday.  

Angry over the killing, hundreds of Yadav’s supporters blocked roads and burnt tyres.  

Tension prevailed in the area but the situation was brought under control as additional 
security forces have been deployed, police officials said.  

His family members and supporters termed his killing a political killing planned by his rivals.  

Yadav had a heated argument on Thursday during Lok Sabha polls in Supaul parliamentary 
seat and he received life threats, his family members told police.  

He had contested 2010 state assembly polls as a RJD candidate against JD (U)’s Bijendra 
Prasad Yadav.  

Keywords: RJD leader killing, Ravinder Yadav killing, political violence 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/rjd-leader-shot-dead-in-bihar/article5947106.ece 

Mob attacks lensmen in Dausa 
In contrast to the peaceful polling during Phase I in Rajasthan last week, irate villagers in 
Dausa — NPP leader Kirori Lal Meena’s constituency — on Thursday thrashed 
photojournalists and looted their equipment and other belongings. 

At Santha, four photojournalists —Rohit Jain Paras, Sunil Sharma, Rajesh and Gyan Prakash 
— were caught in the crossfire between irate villagers and security forces. 



Confronted by the stone-pelting mob, the presspersons — visiting booths as part of a 
Directorate of Information and Public Relations programme — tried to identify themselves 
by showing their cameras to the miscreants. 

However, the mob smashed the windscreen of their vehicle, pulled them out and beat them 
up. 

“They thrashed us with heavy stones, smashed our cameras and took away our laptops and 
cash,” said Mr. Paras, a freelance photojournalist contributing to The Hindu and the Press 
Trust of India, among other publications. 

An Indo-Tibetan Border Police force fired 14 rounds at the mob, resulting in injuries to five 
persons.  

Beaten up by cops in Kulgam  

PTI reports from Srinagar:  

Two photojournalists working for international news agencies were allegedly beaten by the 
police while covering polling in the Anantnag constituency, prompting the police to order a 
probe into the incident. 

Farooq Javid (EPA) and Javid Ahmad Dar (Xinhua) were beaten up in Kulgam district when 
they were covering protests by youth. 

Keywords: Lok Sabha polls 2014, Lok Sabha elections 2014, mob attack, Dausa district 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/mob-attacks-lensmen-in-
dausa/article5944672.ece 

Kejriwal blames BJP for attack on Bharti  
Decides to seek Election Commission’s intervention 

Aam Aadmi Party chief Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday accused the BJP of carrying out attacks 
against his party colleagues and decided to seek the intervention of the Election Commission. 

Hours before BJP’s prime ministerial nominee Narendra Modi filed his nomination from 
Varanasi Lok Sabha constituency, Mr. Kejriwal addressed the media and announced that he 
would sit in protest at the Assi Ghat here to register his disapproval at the violent attacks. 

Late on Wednesday night, Somnath Bharti of the AAP was attacked near Assi Ghat, allegedly 
by the BJP supporters. Mr. Bharti was participating in a TV show when the attack took place. 

The AAP leader, who takes on Mr. Modi in Varaansi, targeted the BJP and the Samajwadi 
Party-led state government and said there seemed to be an understanding between the two in 
Varanasi. He said there was delay on the part of the police and administration in taking action 
against the miscreants who beat up Mr. Bharti, smashed his car and attacked his driver. Mr. 
Kejriwal also alleged that the police asked Mr. Bharti to furnish proof of being attacked. 

The AAP will ask the EC to take steps to ensure that the election in Varanasi was free and 
fair. 

Training his guns on Mr. Modi, whom he addressed as “raja” (king), Mr. Kejriwal said: “Is 
this the Gujarat model… those opposing Mr. Modi will either be threatened or attacked?” 



He also criticised his colleague Shazia Illmi's comments asking Muslims to be “communal.” 

“As per the Election Commission, the word communal is defined as somebody trying to 
instigate hatred among two communities,” Mr. Kejriwal said. “If there was any indication of 
Ms. Shazia doing that, she would have been ousted from the party. Her use of words was not 
proper. We condemn that.” 

Keywords: Somnath Bharti, Arvind Kejriwal, AAP leader, Election Commission, BJP, Lok 
Sabha polls 2014, Lok Sabha elections 2014 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/kejriwal-blames-bjp-for-attack-on-
bharti/article5944640.ece 

Protest in Kolar 
Residents of Beechagondanahalli in Kolar taluk staged an “empty pot” protest in front of the 
zilla panchayat office here on Wednesday to highlight drinking water scarcity in the village. 
People had to fetch water from faraway areas as there was no tube well in the area, the 
protesters said. They urged the authorities to dig a tube well in the village to mitigate water 
scarcity. — Staff Correspondent 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/protest-in-
kolar/article5945763.ece 

Dalit colony boycotts poll 

 

Around 150 Dalit families of a colony at Kaliapuram, a village west of Coimbatore city, 
boycotted voting and staged a demonstration in protest against inadequate supply of drinking 
water to their colony. Coming under Thirumalayampalayam village panchayat under the 
Pollachi Lok Sabha constituency, the colony consists of families in which both men and 
women mostly work at construction sites. “We have been virtually begging with the local 
body to improve water supply. There has been no solution so far. We have been pushed to 
boycott the elections,” said B. Chinnamani, who eked out a living as a construction worker. 

“I get Rs.120 a day, if I find work at a construction site. A few other members of the family 
chip in with their wages. But, most of the money earned goes to buying drinking water at 



Rs.500 for a load of 500 litres. And, this lasts only for three to four days as our family size is 
huge,” she said. 

P. Mylsamy, a functionary of the Dravidar Viduthalai Kazhagam, said the family size of each 
of the 150 families ranged from six to 12 persons. “In addition to the water problem, they live 
in small houses. We have been asking for allocation of land to have bigger houses,” he said. 

“These people have to depend only on the protected water supply. Being Dalits, they are not 
allowed by caste-Hindus to draw water from a common well in the village,” he alleged. A 
few feet outside the colony, T. Palanisamy, a member of the village denies discrimination. 

“The pipe through which Athikadavu water is supplied sprung a couple of leaks only as 
recently as April 20. It is not as though water is being denied only to that colony. Even the 
rest of the village has been reeling under scarcity for long.” Mr. Mylsamy said officials tried 
persuading the protestors to vote by promising to look into their problems. However, the 
colony stuck to its boycott decision. 

More In: TAMIL NADU | NATIONAL 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/dalit-colony-boycotts-

poll/article5945822.ece 

Passengers protest against trains’ delay 
    

Passengers protested after many trains passing through Ernakulam suffered delay ranging 
from one to two and half hours on Thursday due to track doubling work between Ernakulam 
Town railway station and Katrikadavu. 

Such delay would extend up to April 28 night. The passengers complained that Railway did 
not provide clear information on the probable extent of delay of each train and the diversion 
of some trains to Ernakulam Junction station. 

Ernakulam Area Manager of Southern Railway P L Asok Kumar said that doubling works 
were held up for about 30 minutes on Thursday because of rain. “Works are going on through 
day and night. As a result, signals have been switched off and trains in the region are being 
regulated manually, a time-consuming process.” 

Preference will be given to express trains, while passenger and other trains are being detained 
or regulated. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/passengers-protest-against-
trains-delay/article5946002.ece 

General strike disrupts life 
Normal life was disrupted at Tamenglong district and the Jiribam sub division of the Imphal 
east district as a result of the 48 hour general strike called by the Zeliangrong Students’ 
Union from midnight on Wednesday midnight. This was in protest against the failure of the 
government to demarcate the district boundary of Tamenglong with reference to the Jiribam 
sub division. The students are demanding rehabilitation of the families whose houses had 
been torched. It is planning a demonstration in collusion with various organisations in the 
district on Friday to highlight the issue and plight of the people. 

Almost all the fuel stations in Manipur stopped selling petrol on Thursday morning on the 
pretext that there was no stock. As in all general strikes and blockades in the past, the oil 



pump owners closed down the petrol pumps. However, the government statement is that 
Manipur has always enough stock to last at least one month. It has been seen that in all 
instances the government failed to pull up the oil pump owners. From morning, motorists and 
car drivers were seen buying petrol from roadside vendors paying between Rs. 90 and Rs 100 
a litre. Police were not seen near the vendors. 

No vehicle plied along the 222 km long NH 37 which originates from Jiribam and passes 
through Tamenglong district. Several trucks and buses were stranded along with passengers 
and various goods. Private vehicles did not venture out in view of the total absence of 
security arrangements. Official sources said that there was no immediate arrangement to 
escort the stranded vehicles as all available police and paramilitary forces had been used on 
election duty. 

For a long time there have been disputes on the territory of Temenglong district which is 
adjacent to the Jiribam sub division. 

However, people of Jiribam say that some areas of the sub division have been claimed by the 
district. Some families had fled Tamenglong district and are now taking shelter in schools at 
Jiribam. They told reporters that they were asked to pay taxes if they wanted to stay in 
Tamenglong district. 

Some civil organisations have expressed concern over the district boundary disputes which 
may snowball into something serious. However, the government has not moved in as yet. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates/general-strike-disrupts-
life/article5946017.ece 

Residents show dissent at four places 
The residents of at least four places in Cuddalore and Villupuram districts threatened to 
boycott the polling for the Lok Sabha elections on Thursday. 

The people of Thandavankuppam near Neyveli, who are facing the inevitability of 
displacement on account of the NLC’s proposal to acquire land there, urged the officials to 
give them a promise that they would be provided with a suitable alternative site. 

At Pazhaiyanpettai near Vriddhachalam the residents protested the official action of 
removing a section of the voters and adding them to the nearby polling station. The people of 
Maranodai near Thirunavalur in Villupuram district objected to the change of polling station 
in the same village. 

Similarly the residents of Soranur near Ginjee did not accept the linking of the voters to the 
Thirunampoondi polling station. However, after official interventions the people agreed to 
vote in the respective polling stations. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/residents-show-dissent-at-
four-places/article5946131.ece 

Toll collection suspended again:24 April 



 

Special Arrangement Activists protest against the resumption of toll collection at the Ponnurunni 

road overbridge in Kochi on Wednesday.  

Meeting today to evolve consensus on Ponnurunni ROB toll 

The resumption of toll collection at the recently opened rail overbridge at Ponnurunni had to 
be suspended yet again because of strident protests by political outfits on Wednesday.  

The collection had to be suspended within a few hours after it began around 7.30 a.m. 
Activists of political organisations laid siege to the toll booth. Representatives of the Roads 
and Bridges Development Corporation of Kerala Limited (RBDCK) were present at the toll 
booth.  

The protests were spearheaded by CPI-affiliated All India Youth Federation and CPI(M)’s 
Democratic Youth Federation of India.  

The protestors took up the issue of toll collection with the higher officials of RBDCK and the 
Kochi Corporation Mayor over phone before the toll collection eventually came to a halt 
around 10 a.m. Mayor has convened a meeting of political parties and other stakeholders at 
the Corporation office on Thursday at 2.30 p.m.  

RBDCK sources said toll collection would resume after evolving a consensus at Thursday’s 
meeting.  

Toll collection has been a bone of contention ever since the bridge was opened in February.  

The initial attempt to collect tax also had to be dropped owing to stiff protest from political 
organisations.  

RBDCK embarked up on a second attempt saying it has to repay bank loan taken for the 
construction of the bridge.  

The agency’s offer to issue passes to local people in selected areas also has failed to cut ice 
with the protestors. Decision on the demand to waive toll ultimately depends on the State 
government. Of the Rs. 25.31 crore spent on constructing the bridge, the railway was 
expected to give Rs.10 crore, while Rs.8 crore was to be raised by Kochi Corporation via 



JNNURM funds, leaving RBDCK to recoup its share of Rs.7.31 crore through toll or other 
means with the help of government.  

Keywords: Ponnurunni, toll collection, RBDCK 
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Protest against dumping of waste 
Residents of Srinagar and adjacent localities close to Goruru Road on the outskirts of Hassan 
forced the driver of an auto-tipper carrying municipal waste to dump the waste outside the 
office of the Hassan City Municipal Commissioner on Wednesday, as a mark of protest 
against the reported dumping of waste on either side of the Goruru Road. Residents of the 
area had repeatedly complained to the CMC on this issue, but their complaints were not 
addressed, they said. 

— Staff Correspondent 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/protest-against-dumping-of-
waste/article5942363.ece 

Investors stage protest: 23 April 
Traffic on Cunningham Road was disrupted for some time when investors of an investment 
firm staged a demonstration demanding payment of arrears, here on Tuesday. 

Many people, who had invested in various schemes of the firm, were shocked when the 
cheques issued by the investment firm bounced. So they came to the firm and had a heated 
argument with the company representatives and agents. Later, they staged a protest disrupting 
traffic. 

The police said the firm offered an investment scheme under which investors were told that at 
the end of the maturity period, they would either be allotted a plot of land or their invested 
money be returned with interest at the rate of 12.5 per cent. 

Recently the Reserve Bank of India directed that the company should come under the SEBI 
Act, as their turnover exceeded Rs. 7 crore per month. However, the company protested, 
stating that this would affect the commission given to field agents, who play a pivotal role. 
While a case in this regard is being heard at the Delhi High Court, the Central Bureau of 
Investigation has begun an inquiry to authenticate the credibility of the company. Meanwhile, 
bank accounts of the company – at IDBI and the State Bank of Baroda – have been frozen 
since February 26 due to the CBI inquiry, the police said, adding that this had led to 
frustration among investors. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/investors-stage-
protest/article5939143.ece 

 

Workers demand jobs under MNREGS 
Members of the Grammen Kooli Karmikara Sangha, an association of the rural daily wage 
workers, began an indefinite strike in front of the zilla panchayat for an alleged delay in 



distribution of wages and providing fresh jobs under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MNREGS) here on Monday. 

Addressing the gathering, Sangha convenor Sharada Gopal alleged that the Central 
government’s flagship programme of MNREGS had proved to be of no use for the rural daily 
wage workers of Kalghatagi taluk. 

The gram panchayat officials have not yet paid the wages for works done in February and 
March. They also stopped providing fresh jobs under MNREGA without citing any reason, 
she said. 

She said the people in semi-hilly areas of Kalghatagi taluk gets jobs in agriculture sector till 
February and afterwards they move towards Hubli and other cities for livelihood. 

‘No wages’ 

The villagers of 10 villages under Jinnur, Madaki Honnalli and Begur gram panchayats have 
not been provided the wages from works done under MNREGS in February. 

When the villagers protested the officials had promised to clear arrears and provide fresh jobs 
before March 31, she said. The Sangha also demanded for disciplinary action against the 
officials who are responsible for delay in payment of wages. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/workers-demand-jobs-under-
mnregs/article5939283.ece 

Students oppose hike in exam fees 
   Fee hike opposed 

Students of various colleges, under the banner of All India Students’ Democratic 
Organisation (AIDSO) on Tuesday staged a protest demonstration opposing the hike in the 
exam fees. The students, who came out in a procession, submitted a memorandum to the 
Chief Minister and Minister for Social Welfare, through the Deputy Commissioner. They said 
the decision to hike the exam fees would overburden them, especially after the introduction 
of the “unscientific system” of asking the students of Other Backward Classes to pay their 
full tuition fees, which would be reimbursed to their accounts later. The students also met 
Prof. Manjappa Hosmane, Vice Chancellor of Vijayanagar Sri Krishna Devaraya University, 
who promised to withdraw the fee of Rs. 100 for issuing marks card and extend the last date 
for remitting the exam fees by 10 days up to May 2. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/students-oppose-hike-in-
exam-fees/article5939286.ece 

GHMC strike hits garbage collection 
The GHMC on Tuesday decided to invoke the Essential Services Maintenance Act (ESMA) 
against workers who went on strike from Monday in protest against handing over of 
collection and transfer of garbage to Ramky Enviro Engineers. 

The workers are on an indefinite strike following a call given by the Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Employees Union (GHMEU) demanding immediate scrapping of the agreement 
with Ramky, and also the handing over of the east and west zones for carrying out sanitation 
work. The union leaders said more than 3,200 workers were participating in the strike, which 
affected sweeping and shifting of garbage in several parts of the city. 



Around 3,800 metric tonnes of garbage is collected and transferred from the city to the dump 
site each day, and the entire exercise has been brought to a halt, claimed GHMEU president 
U. Gopal. 

“We are fighting for our just demands and rights of the workers, which would be affected if 
the task were to be handed over to Ramky,” he said. GHMC officials admitted to the daily 
sanitation drives being partially hit due to the strike. 

“We met the union leaders last night and tried to reason it out so as to solve the issue, but 
they are adamant,” an official said. GHMC Commissioner Somesh Kumar described the 
timing of the strike as ‘inopportune’ given the hectic run-up to the elections. “We have 
already written to the government on invoking ESMA. We are also considering notices to 
those on strike,” he said. 

ESMA evoked against striking workers opposing scrapping of agreement with Ramky 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-andhrapradesh/ghmc-strike-hits-
garbage-collection/article5939342.ece 

LDF hartal in Idukki tomorrow  
The Left Democratic Front has called for a dawn-to-dusk hartal in Idukki on Thursday to 
protest against the government’s ‘haste’ in preparing a cadastral map for implementing the 
Kasturirangan report. 

The last date for submitting the data for making the map of the ecologically sensitive areas is 
Wednesday and the government’s haste in preparing the map was “with malicious intention 
to suppress the facts”, CPI(M) district secretary M.M. Mani said on Tuesday. (The 
government has since extended the deadline for panchayats to examine and submit the 
revised ESA maps to April 30.) 

CPI(M) charge 

Village-level officials did not get enough time to prepare the geographical map as there were 
continuous holidays last week, Mr. Mani said adding that there was a conspiracy to suppress 
the facts by hastily preparing the map. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/ldf-hartal-in-idukki-tomorrow/article5939361.ece 

ANF shooting highlights fears of cattle 
traders 
The recent death of Kabir (22), transporting cattle from Sringeri to the city, has heightened 
traders’ fears and they complain of harassment by groups of activists and the police. 

Badruddin, who claims to have been in the cattle transport business for 15 years, has quit the 
business given the risks. “My grandfather was a cattle trader, and so was my father. It is only 
in the past two years that the harassment has become too much,” he says, citing the assault on 
cattle transporters in Kudupu on October 9, 2013. 

Numerous traders in Kulai and Jokatte — for whom cattle transportation or trading is a 
traditional occupation — say they have reduced the trips to ferry cattle. The fatal shooting of 
Kabir could also possibly be a sequel to protests and allegations of cattle thefts in the district 
in June. 



With cattle traders wary, the supply chain for nearly 28 beef shops in Mangalore has been 
affected, says Ali Hasan, president, Beef Traders’ Association Mangalore. “Cattle 
transporters have stopped supplies after the incident… We hardly have stock to meet the 
demand,” he says. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/anf-shooting-highlights-
fears-of-cattle-traders/article5939510.ece 

Jewellers protest ‘police harassment’ 
Police demanding more gold than sold by thieves during recovery 

operation’ 

The members of the Udupi District Goldsmiths and Silversmiths Association staged a dharna 
in front of the District Police Office here on Tuesday in protest against “police harassment”. 

Addressing the protesters, Balakrishna Acharya, president of the association, said that 
sometimes thieves sold the stolen jewellery to goldsmiths. Usually, when goldsmiths realised 
the items were stolen, they returned them to the police. 

But many times, when thieves were caught, they mislead the police on the quantity of gold 
sold to the jewellers. The officers then harassed the goldsmiths during their recovery 
operations. 

The Kaup police had recently harassed a goldsmith, Chethan Acharya, demanding more gold 
from him than that was sold to him by thieves. After a “false case” was registered against 
him, Mr. Acharya had gone into hiding, the president said. 

The association demanded the police drop the case against Mr. Acharya, failing which, a 
State-wide agitation would be launched. 

The police should give full details of such cases to the office-bearers of the association when 
they were undertaking recovery operations. Before arresting any member of the association, 
the police should inform the president of the association, Mr. Balakrishna Acharya said. 

Santosh Kumar, Additional Superintendent of Police, urged the association to produce Mr. 
Chethan Acharya before the police. If found innocent, the police would leave him. The police 
would look into the complaints of the association, he said. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/jewellers-protest-police-
harassment/article5939512.ece 

Mookunnimala still smouldering: 22 April 
Kerala  

Thiruvananthapuram   

Local residents want closure of quarries in the region; village’s protest got 

support from the district unit of the Aam Aadmi Party 

A visit by the District Collector to the Mookunnimala area in Pallichal grama panchayat, 
caught in a standoff between the local residents and quarry owners there, appears to have 
done little to pacify the residents, who on Monday reiterated that they would settle for 
nothing else but closure of the quarries in the region.  



Pointing out that the issue was not just lorries plying round the clock through their residential 
area, leaving clouds of dust in the air, the residents, led by a local action council, said the 
incessant quarrying in 16 quarries had now led to the monkeys in the Mookunnimala hills 
now coming down into their homes.  

This was apart from the health hazards that they and their children were already facing. 

Monkey nuisance  

“We now have monkeys prancing in and out of our homes if we do not keep the doors and 
windows closed all the time. We have also seen them being blown apart after straying into 
the blast sites of the quarries.  

The Collector, who has already said that the ban on plying of quarry lorries would continue, 
came here on Sunday, patiently heard us and said he would submit a report. But we want 
stern action. And we mean closure of the quarries, nothing short of it,” members of the action 
council said on Monday.  

The residents also alleged that several of them, particularly those who stood up against the 
quarry owners, including government officials, were now being targeted by owners of some 
quarries, who were filing cases against them with the quarry owners even going to the extent 
of asking for police protection ‘just because the locals protested against the lorries.’ 

Pointing out that muscle power also was being used to suppress them, as was seen last week 
when a few miscreants tried to attack and create panic among women protestors at Pallichal, 
some of the residents said they feared attacks from hired gangs.  

Meanwhile, the village’s protest got support from the district unit of the Aam Aadmi Party, 
which has set up a 10-member committee to study the issue and to see how they could 
support the villagers on the matter. AAP representatives met the action council and the 
residents on Monday, extending their support to the agitation.  

The action council, its members said, has decided to wait for a few more days to see how the 
Collector’s visit would help them, before the agitation was intensified.  

Keywords: Mookunnimala, sand quarries, quarry owners 
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Toyota workers to resume duty today 
Thousands of workers on protest for over a month at the Toyota Kirloskar Motor (TKM) 
plants near here are all set to return to work unconditionally on Tuesday. 

The decision to resume work, from the first shift of April 22, was taken at a general body 
meeting of the TKM Employees Union here on Monday. Their return augurs well for the two 
plants of Indian subsidiary of the Japanese carmaker where only limited operation was being 
carried out with the help of supervisory staff. The combined capacity of the two plants is 3.10 
lakh units, but the company refrained from quantifying the drop in production. 



Giving details of the meeting, general secretary of the Union R. Satish said all the 4,200 
employees, who were on protest against the good conduct undertaking that the company 
insisted upon, would be returning to work. The decision of the Union comes in the backdrop 
of the State government, on Saturday, asking the management and the workers to restore 
normality in operations immediately. 

“We are thankful to the government for prohibiting the lockout [declared on March 16] and 
asking the company to allow us unconditionally,” he said. The TKM management had lifted 
the lockout a few days later but asked for the undertaking from the employees. Thirty 
employees were also placed under suspension pending enquiry. All these followed no 
agreement on the wage revision. 

On the demand for the suspension to be revoked, Mr. Satish said the Union was confident 
that the 30 employees would come clean after the enquiry. The government order was issued 
after conciliation talks before the Labour Department officials failed last week. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/toyota-workers-to-resume-duty-
today/article5935417.ece 

Strike disrupts normal life in Kashmir 
Valley 

 

Security personnel patrolling Srinagar streets on Monday. Normal life in the Valley was disrupted 

following a strike call by hardline Hurriyat Conference leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani against detention 

of separatist leaders and youth campaigning for boycott of the Lok Sabha elections.– PHOTO: NISSAR 

AHMAD  

Normal life in Kashmir Valley was disrupted on Monday due to a strike called by hardline 
Hurriyat Conference leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani against detention of separatist leaders and 
youth campaigning for a boycott of Lok Sabha elections. 

Schools, colleges, shops and other business establishments remained closed in most parts of 
the Valley while public transport remained off the roads due to the strike call. 

However, private vehicles could be seen plying on the roads in most parts of Srinagar, the 
summer Capital of the State. 

Officials said while life remained affected in other parts of the Valley also, some shops were 
open in the interior areas of some districts and towns. 

Mr. Geelani has called for a strike to protest against the detention of separatist leaders by the 
police while they were campaigning for poll boycott in south Kashmir which is going to polls 
on April 24. 



The Hurriyat hawk has asked people to observe ‘civil curfew’ on polling days — Arpil 24 
(south Kashmir), April 30 (central Kashmir) and May 7 (north Kashmir) — in the Valley. - 
PTI 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/strike-disrupts-normal-life-in-kashmir-
valley/article5935486.ece 

RTE quota: parents stage protest 
Scores of parents staged a protest here on Monday in front of Christ School in 
Sadduguntepalya, urging the school to provide seats for their children under the RTE 
reservation quota. 

The parents said that the school had completed the admission process and shortlisted 58 
students out of the 204 applications, but later denied admission to them claiming to have 
obtained “minority status” after the admission process. 

A parent who had applied for his child’s admission said that school management had 
informed them that if they obtained a minority certificate, they would not admit students for 
the next academic year. 

“We had been told that this year we could admit our children under the reservation quota,” a 
parent explained. 

However, Fr. Shaju Varghese, principal, Christ School, refuted the claim and said the school 
had clearly informed the Education Department and the parents that they were awaiting 
minority status. 

“We had informed parents that admissions would not be valid if we got minority status. We 
got our status certificate on March 20 and have therefore decided not to admit students under 
the RTE quota in our school,” he said. 

Meanwhile, M. Munireddy, the block education officer under whose jurisdiction the school 
fell, said that as the school had obtained minority status after their admission process was 
complete, it had to admit students under the category. 

More In: KARNATAKA | NATIONAL 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/rte-quota-parents-stage-

protest/article5935551.ece 

In Bundelkhand, dacoits still call the shots 
In Bundelkhand region of Uttar Pradesh, power still flows from the barrel of the gun, 
where—believe it or not—dacoits play a key role in deciding who will win the five 
Parliamentary seats from the region. 

The gang of Sudesh Patel, more popularly known as Balkhariya, has been whipping up terror 
to demand votes. More than a dozen kidnappings and threats have materialised across 
villages to compel the residents to support a particular party. 

In one such village, Navuka (Banda district), 60 of the 300 families have fled after letters 
were pasted on the walls of homes and menacing phone calls began to come at odd hours. 

Lala Ram, the village pradhan who is among those who have fled, alleged he was asked to 
donate Rs.5 lakh for the campaign of a candidate. “The police do not help us. Patrolling is for 
namesake only,” he said. 



Amar Singh, officer in charge of the Kalinjar police station (under which the village falls), 
however, dismisses the charges. “The area is completely under our control. Sometimes, 
people make up such stories only to be in the news.” 

The influence of dacoits in the political affairs of the region started in 1978 when Shiv Kumar 
Patel alias Dadua gained ascendancy in the dacoit hierarchy. When Dadua was killed in 2007, 
the mantle was taken by Thokia, who was felled a year later. Balkhariya, who came next, 
now tops the State police’s list of most wanted criminals and carries an award of Rs.5 lakh. 

In the Assembly elections of 2007, the slogan “ Mohar lagegi haathi par, goli lagegi chaati 
pe, naak milegi ghaati mein” (The stamp will be on the elephant, the bullet in the chest, and 
the nose in the ravine) resonated through the region making clear which party the dacoits 
were supporting. 

This year, Congress candidate Vivek Kumar Singh alleged: “The dacoits are terrorising 
people to support the Samajwadi Party. It is impossible for us to campaign.” 

Raja Yadav, founder of the Anand Dham Samiti, an organisation that has been working on 
water issues in the region for the last decade, says that unlike the dacoits of yore who picked 
up guns to protest the injustices of the feudal order or avenge personal wrongs, banditry is 
now a means of gaining influence. 

“Young men join the gangs because it ensures a handsome monthly salary. Dacoits support 
political parties in exchange for money and also get a cut in the development funds meant for 
the region,” he said.R.B. Singh, assistant professor of social work at the B.R. Ambedkar 
Institute of Social Sciences, explained why Bundelkhand is a rich breeding ground for 
dacoits. “A lack of entrepreneurial spirit, the love of an easy life, a feudalistic social order 
and the acceptance of corruption have contributed to taking to crime a viable option”, he said. 

The lack of livelihood options is compounded by the fact that the Bundelkhand region, 
comprising seven districts of Uttar Pradesh and six of Madhya Pradesh, has been under the 
spell of a persistent drought since 2004-05. 

Low levels of education, the absence of industry and an agrarian crisis have resulted in the 
region doing poorly on socio-economic indicators. 

The unique geographical situation—barren tracks, a maze of ravines, forests that fall on both 
sides of the borders—have made it a haven for dacoits who, according to some historical 
accounts, trace their origins to the Rajput kings who ruled the region but were forced into 
hiding by Muslim invaders. The region goes to the polls April 30. -IANS 

More In: NATIONAL  | Today's Paper | NEW DELHI 
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Paddy farmers stage protest, seek MSP 
Paddy farmers staged a protest at Valigonda Agriculture Market demanding that the 
government provide Minimum Support Price (MSP) for their produce by setting up sufficient 
procurement centres here on Monday. 

Farmers led by Dairy Farmers’ leader Kandala Bal Reddy, staged a rasta roko before 
submitting a memorandum to marketing officials, appealing to them to do justice. 

Mr. Bal Reddy said millers were refusing to purchase paddy. He said marketing officials had 
displayed a notice asking farmers not to bring the produce to the market as the paddy piled up 



following millers’ disinterest. Mr. Bal Reddy said that there was a visible nexus between 
officials, millers and commission agents who were discouraging farmers from bringing paddy 
to the market in the name of high moisture content. Mr. Reddy said marketing officials are 
forcing them to sell the produce to middlemen who were offering about Rs. 200 less than the 
MSP (Rs. 1,345). 

More In: ANDHRA PRADESH | NATIONAL 
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Warning against poll boycott 
Collector M. Karunakaran has warned those instigating the electorate to boycott the Lok 
Sabha poll of serious action. 

After a group of farmers from villages around Surandai warned that they would boycott poll 
in protest against raising the height of Thiruchittrambalam channel, Dr. Karunakaran urged 
the farmers to give up their protest plan as a special team, led by him, would visit the spot 
and hold discussion with the public to resolve the issue amicably. However, the unrelenting 
farmers’ representatives announced that they would proceed with their plan. Similarly, 
residents of Kottaakulam under Sumaitheernthapuram panchayat under Tenkasi segment had 
announced that they would boycott the poll as booth number 48 had been shifted to Vallam 
near Shencottai. 

Against this backdrop, Dr. Karunakaran issued a statement on Monday stating that all 
unresolved issues being raised by the public could be sorted out after the elections and the 
electorate should participate in the democratic process. 

More In: TAMIL NADU | NATIONAL 
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Residents to boycott elections on 
encroachment issue 
hindrance on road:A notice informing the decision of the residents of Kambar Street, Ezhilnagar, to 

boycott the Lok Sabha election seen pasted on the wall of an office constructed across the street.— 

Photo: C. Venkatachalapathy  

Residents of Kambar Street in Ezhilnagar, Vellore, numbering about 400 have decided to 
boycott the parliamentary elections on April 24 in protest against the “failure” of the 
authorities to take action on their petition to remove the encroachment, an office which has 
been constructed by a private person, across the entrance from the Ezhilnagar Main Road into 
the street, thus blocking access to the main road and access to the street from the main road. 

V. Jayaraman, an exserviceman and resident of Kambar Street, said that the residents of the 
street sent a petition to the Chief Minister’s Special Cell in April 2013 pleading for action to 
remove the encroachment. Earlier, in March 2013, they submitted a petition to the District 
Collector pleading for the removal of the encroachment. 

The residents pointed out that ambulances, fire engines, drinking water tankers and borewell 
lorries or any emergency service were unable to come into the street as the office building 
was a hindrance. The building at the northern end of the street blocked the entrance to the 
street from the Ezhilnagar Main Road and exit from the street into the main road. 



On a petition to the Vellore Corporation, the authorities have asked the town surveyor to 
survey the land and submit a map to the zonal officer in a letter dated September 6, 2013. 

As no action has been taken so far to remove the encroachment, residents have decided to 
boycott the elections, Mr. Jayaraman said. Boycott notices were seen in front of all houses 
and on the wall of the encroaching building. 

An office constructed by an individual has deprived them of access to the main road from 
the street 

More In: TAMIL NADU | NATIONAL 
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Youth protest closure of sports facilities: 21 
April 
 A section of youngsters under the banner ‘Kottur/Kotturpuram Children and 
Youth’ came together to protest the lack of sports facilities in the area. They 
said a popular playground in the locality had been converted into a park, and 
an indoor stadium within it was kept locked despite petitions to the 
government.  

The youth complained that the once popular ‘ABCD playground’ located at Kottur Gardens 
1st Cross Street, just behind former Minister Durai Murugan’s residence, had for long been 
the only playground available for outdoor sports in the locality. Despite protests from 
residents, it was developed into a children’s park with an indoor stadium facility during the 
administration of former mayor M. Subramaniam. 

But now, even the indoor stadium has been kept locked. 

Gowtham, a resident of Kottur, complained that the stadium, equipped with a badminton 
court and constructed at a cost of Rs. 40 lakh from MP’s Local Area Development Fund in 
2001, is locked for no particular reason. At one point, the indoor sports facility was allotted to 
a women’s self-help group in the locality, he added. 

The youth forum complained that the officials of the Chennai Corporation had without any 
valid reason converted the open space reservation used as a playground from 1970s into a 
park for children and senior citizens. 

In a letter to Chief Minister Jayalalithaa dated December 2013, the members of the youth 
federation complained that despite giving a representation to Mayor Saidai Duraisamy 
seeking to convert the park into a playground, no action has been taken to renovate and open 
the indoor stadium for public use.  

Keywords: Kottur/Kotturpuram Children and Youth, ABCD playground 
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Kejriwal heckled in Amethi 
Aam Aadmi Party convener Arvind Kejriwal and his supporters were on Sunday heckled by a 
group of women protesters during a roadshow in Ayodhyanagar here. 



The women protesters, shouting slogan “ Rahul Gandhi Zindabad, Delhi ka Bhagoda Wapas 
Jao” (escapist of Delhi go back), showed black flag to Kejriwal, who was in the Congress 
bastion Amethi to campaign for AAP’s Lok Sabha candidate Kumar Vishwas. 

The former Delhi Chief Minister and the AAP chief held his roadshow and corner meetings 
here backing Mr. Vishwas, who has been pitted against incumbent MP and Congress vice-
president Rahul Gandhi in the May 7 Lok Sabha polls.- PTI 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/kejriwal-heckled-in-amethi/article5932420.ece 

25 held for protest against dumping 
garbage at Chettichavadi 
As many as 25 residents, including 11 women, were arrested for unlawful assembly and 
attempt to observe a fast in protest against the dumping of municipal waste near the inert pit 
in Chettichavadi, near here, on Sunday. 

According to the sources, garbage was taken in 10 City Municipal Corporation vehicles to the 
area to be dumped near the inert pit on Sunday. As the news spread, residents assembled in 
large numbers and protested against the move. They said that the garbage would pollute the 
environment and wanted the civic body to work out a long term strategy. Police personnel 
were posted to prevent untoward incidents. However, as the protesters attempted to observe a 
fast without permission, Kannankurichi police arrested them. A case was registered and they 
were released in the evening. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/25-held-for-protest-against-

dumping-garbage-at-chettichavadi/article5932631.ece 

Agitators call off strike; Manipur highway 
re-opens: 20 April 2014 
Deputy Chief Minister Gaikhangam Gangmei announced on Saturday night that the people 
who were agitating over the rape of a teenage girl, had agreed to call off the highway 
blockade following a negotiation with the government.  

Buses, trucks, oil tankers and private vehicles, which had been stranded along Highway 39, 
started arriving in Imphal on Sunday. Empty trucks and oil tankers too left Imphal for 
Guwahati and other northeastern states.  

Mr. Gangmei said that the government has agreed to give a employment to a kin of Tilak 
Poudeyal, who was killed in police firing on Friday. Though the agitating people had 
demanded a judicial inquiry they eventually accepted the government proposal for a high-
level police inquiry to be headed by an Inspector General of Police.  

Gitchandra, the officer in charge of Sekmai police station has been suspended. The 
government will also give all possible assistance to the rape victim. The accused rapist S. 
Ngaopuni had surrendered to the police. Mr. Gangmei said that he is now in police custody 
and law will take its own course in punishing him for raping the 13-year-old girl student. He 
said that such beastly behaviour by the 65-year-old man who has two sons and two daughters 
is really shameful.  

On Saturday, there were protest meetings at different places. Protestors alleged that Tilak was 
overpowered and then shot dead from a close range with a hand gun. They alleged that shots 
were fired at higher level and not below the waist. Mr. Gangmei agreed that the police should 
have used water canon and rubber bullets instead of live rounds.  



Prior to the meeting police tried to disperse the protestors who blocked the highway by firing 
tear gas canisters. Over ten women sustained injuries in the police crackdown. They had to be 
rushed to the nearby hospitals.  

Keywords: Manipur rape, Manipur police firing, Manipur civilian death, Gaikhangam 
Gangmei, Manipur blockade 
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You can’t cross our bridge, Bihar villagers 
tell politicians 
Residents of a village in Bihar’s Darbhanga parliamentary constituency have barred elected 
representatives from using a bamboo bridge they have built through their own donations. 

Villagers of Kamalpur-Brahmotar Ghat, a village under the Pirri panchayat of Bahadurpur 
block in Darbhanga, have announced boycott of Lok Sabha polls for failure of people’s 
representatives to fulfil their old demand for a concrete bridge over the Kamla river. 

“We have built a bamboo bridge over the river last November by collecting a donation of Rs. 
3 lakh from the villagers and banned entry of people’s representative to express protest for 
their failures to fulfil a promise,” said Ashish Jha, a villager. “In the last five months, not a 
single people’s representative has dared to cross the bridge fearing angry villagers,” he said. 
The bridge has provided connectivity to dozens of nearby villages also. Darbhanga goes to 
polls on April 30. — IANS 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/you-cant-cross-our-bridge-bihar-villagers-
tell-politicians/article5929886.ece 

 

Parties face rebel trouble 
All major political parties spent anxious moments in Seemandhra on the last day of filing of 
nominations on Saturday with the rebels throwing their hats into the ring in open defiance of 
instructions of the respective parties. 

Allotment of seats to new entrants and outsiders in the place of aspirants who spent long 
years in the parties in different capacities triggered a wave of protests in different parts of 
Coastal Andhra. 

Telugu Desam Party President N. Chandrababu Naidu incurred wrath of sitting MLA of 
Proddatur (Kadapa district) Mallela Linga Reddy, who staged a protest outside the hotel in 
Vijayawada where Mr. Naidu stayed before proceeding for election campaigning in Guntur 
district. 

Mr. Linga Reddy’s grievance was that he was denied ticket in spite of his hard work and 
loyalty to the party through its thick and thin. Police had to use force to dispel his supporters 
who laid siege to the hotel. Mr. Linga Reddy left the place in an angry mood after making a 
vain bid to persuade Mr. Naidu to nominate him for the Assembly seat. 

Trouble was brewing Santhanuthalapadu constituency in Prakasam district where the TDP-
BJP alliance ran into trouble after the TDP issued B form to sitting MLA B.N. Vijay Kumar 



triggering protests from the BJP camp. BJP candidate Dara Sambaiah maintained that he was 
the official nominee of the TDP-BJP combine. 

In West Godavari district, YSRC and TDP faced the menace of rebels in at least six out of 15 
Assembly segments. Disgruntled aspirants entered the fray as independents in Denduluru, 
Tadepalligudem, Chintalapudi, Kovvuru and Achanta assembly constituencies. Supporters of 
TDP leader S.V.S.N. Varma tried to prevent party’s official nominee P.V. Viswam from 
filing nomination for the Pithapuram Assembly constituency. Similarly, the supporters of 
TDP’s Goli Rama Rao obstructed Nimmakayala Chinna Rajappa from filing his nomination 
for Peddapuram Assembly segment. 

Gorantla Butchaiah Chowdary filed nominations for Rajahmundry city and rural Assembly 
seats. Three others of the same party (TDP) - R. Subba Raju, G. Satyanarayana and A. 
Padmalatha – filed nominations for Rajahmundry rural Assembly segment. BJP candidate 
Addepalli Sridhar also filed nomination for Rajahmundry rural segment. 

TDP ticket aspirants Nimmaka Jayaraju and K. Trimurthula Raju filed nominations for 
Kurupam (ST) and Cheepurupalli Assembly constituencies respectively. YSRC ticket 
aspirant Kaniti Viswanadham filed nomination on behalf of Jai Samaikyandhra party for 
Palasa Assembly constituency. 

V. Srinivasa Yadav of TDP filed nomination for Guntur West Assembly constituency and K. 
Veeraiah of TDP filed his papers for Prathipadu (SC). In Narsaraopet, TDP leader V. Srihari 
Rao filed his nomination papers in protest against the allotment of the seat to the BJP part of 
the seat-sharing agreement. 

(With additional reporting from Eluru/Rajahmundry/ Kakinada/Guntur/Ongole)  

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/parties-face-rebel-trouble/article5930148.ece 

Poll boycott pays off 
The poll boycott by residents of Aimangala village in Hiriyur taluk of Chitradurga in protest 
against authorities’ failure to ensure drinking water supply has yielded result. 

The district administration got four borewells drilled in Kanivekere area near the village in 
the last two days, and all of them have good yield. 

Acute shortage 

According to official sources, Aimangala and its surrounding villages were facing acute 
shortage of drinking water owing to scanty rainfall in the last two years. Groundwater table 
had depleted considerably in the area and many borewells had dried up. 

To protest against apathetic officials, Aimangala residents had decided to boycott the Lok 
Sabha elections. They had submitted a memorandum to Deputy Commissioner and District 
Election Officer V.P. Ikkeri on the issue. 

Chitradurga Zilla Panchayat Chief Executive Officer N. Manjushri and Hiriyur MLA D. 
Sudhakar had tried in vain to convince them not to boycott polling. The residents had 
demanded that either Mr. Ikkeri or MP Janardhan Swamy come to the village and assure 
them of safe drinking water supply in a stipulated time. 

Of the 1,350 voters in the village only eight voted on April 17. 

According to sources, Mr. Ikkeri, who took the issue seriously, instructed geologists to 
conduct a survey and get borewells drilled, sources said. 



Four borewells were drilled 8.5 km away from Aimangala. Officials have been instructed to 
lay pipeline from Kanivekere to Aimangala and take steps to ensure supply of drinking water 
to the surrounding villages in eight days, sources said. 

Four borewells drilled within two days near Aimangala village in Hiriyur taluk 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/poll-boycott-pays-
off/article5930159.ece 

 

CPI(M) worker’s death sparks outrage, 
Mamata accused of inciting people 
 

Hours after gelatin sticks and detonators  were found about six km from a rally site of Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee, a 35-year old supporter of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) was attacked allegedly by Trinamool Congress supporters on Friday. 

 S.K. Hiralal, a resident of Kendua gram panchayat area, succumbed to injuries on 
Saturday triggering strong reactions from the CPI(M). 

‘Plan to implicate us’ 

 “The Chief Minister is inciting her party people to unleash violence on the opposition and 
the direct result of that is the death of S.K. Hiralal. Moreover, these talks of conspiracy are a 
larger plan to falsely implicate our people and launch a campaign against us,” Left Front 
chairperson Biman Bose told journalists. 

Protest on Sunday 

 Mr. Bose said State-wide protests will be observed on Sunday over the incident. 

  “We have received complaint against eight people and we are conducting raids to arrest 
them,” a senior police official of Birbhum district said. 

 Addressing public rallies over the past two days, Ms. Banerjee has been claiming that the 
Opposition  are indulging “ in a conspiracy to kill her”. 

She was referring to the fire inside a hotel room at Malda district on Thursday and the 
discovery of explosives near Suri  on Friday. 

  Questioning Ms. Banerjee’s claims, Mr. Bose said if there  was a conspiracy against her 
why did she return to the hotel in Malda even after the incident. The CPI(M) leader also 
pointed out that since Ms. Banerjee was travelling by air, there was no relevance as to how 
some explosives found near a road can compromise her security. 

Five persons have been arrested in connection with recovery of the explosives.  

  Alleging electoral malpractices in the first phase of polling in the State’s Coochbehar 
district, Mr. Bose said role played by the Election  Commission is not “commendable”.  

EC urged to be firm 



“The Commission has been fooled or wrongly directed as they declared all polling booths in 
Darjeeling district sensitive but did not take into account the polling booths in  Coochbehar,” 
he said. 

 Mr. Bose urged the Commission to direct forces to conduct route march and take other steps 
so that polls  in the 38 remaining seats in the State are free and fair.   

Pointing out that there are 16,000 supporters of the Left parties who have been driven out of 
their homes due to the terror unleashed by the Trinamool Congress, he said they are hoping 
that the Commission provides them an opportunity to vote. 

 

••••  He was allegedly attacked by Trinamool supporters 

••••  He succumbed to injuries, triggering strong reaction 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates/cpim-workers-death-
sparks-outrage-mamata-accused-of-inciting-people/article5930323.ece 

Ten held in connection with assault on BJP 
activist:19 April 
The Sorab police arrested 10 persons who are said to be affiliated to the JD(S) in connection 
with an assault on a BJP worker in Otur village during the elections. 

After exercising his franchise, the BJP activist, Basavaraj, visited the house of his friend 
Manjunath. Several JD(S) activists were also there, seeking Mr. Manjunath’s vote. 

A verbal argument erupted between Mr. Basavaraj and the JD(S) activists. According to the 
police, Mr. Basavaraj, his brother Kalyan Kumar and sister-in-law Sheela were assaulted by 
the JD(S) activists.  

Mr. Basavaraj was seriously injured and later admitted to hospital. Polling was disrupted for 
20 minutes owing to the incident. Additional police forces rushed to the village and brought 
the situation under control. 

The BJP activists staged a protest before Sorab police station on Thursday evening, 
demanding that stern action be taken against the miscreants responsible. Based on a 
complaint lodged by Mr. Basavaraj, the police have arrested Krishnappa, Rangappa, 
Lakshmanappa, Umesh, Raghupati, Nagaraj, Ramappa, Danappa, Hanumanthappa and 
Lokeshappa, all reportedly JD(S) activists. 

BJP district president and Rajya Sabha member Ayanur Manjunath condemned the incident. 
The assault shows the level of frustration among JD(S) activists, he claimed, alleging that 
they were trying to intimidate the people of the taluk. Mr. Manjunath also demanded a probe 
into the incident. 

Keywords: BJP worker assault, JD(S) activists, Basavaraj 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/ten-held-in-connection-with-assault-on-
bjp-activist/article5926339.ece 

Prohibitory orders in Odisha town after 
post poll violence 



The police on Saturday clamped prohibitory orders in the district headquarter town of 
Kendrapada in Odisha after post-poll violence in the area, an official said.  

The order slapped at the coastal town, about 100 km from State capital Bhubaneswar, 
prohibits the assembly of more than four people, district superintendent of police Rabi 
Narayan Behera told IANS.  

“It will remain in force for 24 hours or until the situation normalises,” he said. Accusing the 
ruling Biju Janata Dal (BJD) of rigging and tampering the Electronic Voting Machines 
(EVM), the opposition parties on Friday staged demonstrations and protests in the town.  

A mob also assaulted block development officer S.K.Pati, after they found 28 pairs of 
electronic voting machines kept in a government vehicle parked near his residence. The mob 
also ransacked his house. Police reached the site and rescued him and shifted him to a local 
hospital. He suffered injuries on his head.  

Mr. Behera said a case has been registered against the mob.  

A district election official said the EVMs were unused ones and kept for use when any EVM 
turned dysfunctional. The officer allegedly went to his home for some refreshment while he 
was on his way to deposit it to the authorities.  

“We did not find any malafide intention behind it,” he said. Simultaneous elections for 21 
Lok Sabha and 147 Assembly seats in Odisha were held in two phases on April 10 and April 
17. The polling was held in the district of Kendrapada on Thursday in the second and final 
phase. The footage of a local television channel also showed how some people allegedly 
resorted to vote rigging in Aul area of the district.  

The newly launched regional news channel Focus TV showed a man walking into the EVM 
enclosure along with a woman voter and helping her to press a specific button. The polling 
officials were seen watching it helplessly.  

Keywords: prohibitory orders, post poll violence, electronic voting 
machines, Bhubaneswar, Kendrapada 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/prohibitory-orders-in-odisha-town-after-
post-poll-violence/article5928369.ece 

AAP protest forces NHAI to collect old toll 
Contractor at Brahmarakootlu says will go for revised rates once poll code 

ends 

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) workers — led by the party’s Dakshina Kannada parliamentary 
constituency candidate M.R. Vasudeva — has staged a protest and forced the toll collector at 
Brahmarakootlu on the Mangalore-Bangalore national highway to revert to the old rates till 
May 18, when the model code of conduct will cease to exist. 

The party had earlier protested against the revised toll rates that came into effect on April 1 at 
Brahmarakootlu saying it violated poll code. 

The National Highways Authority of India had notified increased of toll charges for cars and 
jeeps from Rs. 20 to Rs. 25 and for light commercial vehicles from Rs. 30 to Rs. 35.  

Following the first protest, Deputy Commissioner A.B. Ibrahim on April 1 ordered the 
NHAI’s Project Director not to implement the revise rates at Brahmarakootlu. Mr. Ibrahim 
had said the notification appeared to be a violation of model code of conduct. He also asked 
the NHAI to submit necessary documents to inquire where there was model code of conduct 



violations. The NHAI authorities said they will continue to collect charges as per the revised 
rate as there was no violation of model code of conduct as rates were revised on April 1 every 
year. 

The AAP’s Mr. Vasudeva insisted that the NHAI collect toll as per the old rates. AAP 
activists approached each vehicle at the toll gate on Friday and asked drivers to pay as per the 
old rates.  

Meanwhile, Gopalakrishna Melanta, the contractor appointed to collect the toll, called NHAI 
Project Director, and then said he would collect toll as per the old rates till May 18. “We will 
go for the new rates once the model code of conduct comes to an end,” he said.  

Mr. Vasudeva told reporters that the AAP would move the High Court against the provision 
enabling annual increase in toll charges. “My fight is limited to this toll gate. I cannot 
question charges at the other toll gates in the State that has also been revised on April 1,” he 
said. 

Keywords: Aam Aadmi Party, AAP workers, Dakshina Kannada constituency, M.R. 
Vasudeva,  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Mangalore/aap-protest-forces-nhai-to-collect-old-
toll/article5928218.ece 

SP workers caned in Allahabad 
Hundreds of Samajwadi Party workers allegedly attempting self-immolation were assaulted 
by the police with canes in Allahabad on Friday, and three of them were arrested, the police 
said. 

The Samajwadi Party workers and activists were protesting the withdrawal of a ban by the 
Election Commission on campaigning by Bharatiya Janata Party general secretary Amit 
Shah. 

Accusing the EC of being prejudiced against the Samajwadi Party, the angry workers 
demanded that the gag order on Urban Development Minister Azam Khan be lifted. 

“This is most unfortunate and we feel the decision by the poll panel is not fair,” State Prisons 
Minister Rajendra Chowdhary, who is also a SP spokesman, said. -IANS 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-newdelhi/sp-workers-caned-in-
allahabad/article5927427.ece 

Strike in Palladam 
Members of Traders’ association, powerloom weavers’ association and other organisations 
downed shutters in Palladam on Friday criticising the Tirupur district administration for the 
delay in finding a solution to the wage problem. Reports from the textile town said that the 
protest was a success in Mangalam and its neighbourhood. Goods vehicle operators also 
joined the strike. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/strike-in-
palladam/article5927518.ece 

200 lawyers booked for vandalism in court 



A day after agitating lawyers vandalised a police post at the Ghaziabad court complex, a case 
was registered against nearly 200 unidentified advocates on Friday for rioting and damaging 
public property. 

Hundreds of lawyers had gathered at the court complex to demand action against four 
policemen for allegedly misbehaving with Ghaziabad Bar Association’s former secretary 
Shashi Tyagi at a police station on April 13. 

The protest turned violent when the lawyers started vandalising tables and chairs kept at a 
police post on the premises of the courts complex. Angry lawyers also broke a metal detector. 

An FIR has been registered at the Kavinagar police station here, the police said, adding that 
they are scanning video footages of CCTV cameras installed at the complex to identify the 
accused lawyers. 

“We have booked as many as 200 unidentified lawyers under Sections 147 (rioting), 353 
(assault or criminal force to deter public servant from discharge of his duty), 504 (intentional 
insult with intent to provoke breach of the peace) of IPC,” Station House Officer of the 
Kavinagar police station Arun Kumar said. 

Sections 506 (criminal intimidation) and 427 (mischief causing damage to the amount of fifty 
rupees or upwards) of the IPC have also been imposed on the lawyers, he added. 

Meanwhile, Ghaziabad Bar Association has slammed the district police for registering an FIR 
against the lawyers.- 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/200-lawyers-booked-for-vandalism-in-
court/article5927567.ece 

TDP activists burn party flags in Proddatur 
he Telugu Desam activists made a bonfire of TDP banners, posters and flags in front of the 
house of sitting MLA and district party president Mallela Linga Reddy in Proddatur on 
Friday, enraged at the denial of party ticket to him. 

Mr. Linga Reddy filed nomination papers as TDP candidate for Proddatur yesterday and 
expressed confidence that he would get the B form. Even as Mr. Linga Reddy proceeded to 
Hyderabad in a bid to get the party’s B form, the party leaders declared the candidature of 
former Congress MLA Nandyala Varadarajulu Reddy, who switched over to the TDP a 
fortnight ago. 

The protesters raised slogans against TDP president N. Chandrababu Naidu and the party’s 
Rajya Sabha member C.M. Ramesh Naidu alleging that they ignored the services of Mr. 
Linga Reddy who has been serving the party loyally. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-andhrapradesh/tdp-activists-burn-party-
flags-in-proddatur/article5927736.ece 

Protest march 
The Ernakulam Jilla Nirmana Thozhilali Sangham affiliated to BMS will take out a protest 
march of Tamil migrant workers to the office of the Water Authority on April 29. The protest 
follows the death of two migrant workers due to asphyxiation in a manhole earlier this week. 
The protestors will demand action against the contractor and the water authority officials. – 
Staff Reporter 



http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/protest-
march/article5927758.ece 

Flash strike 
Private bus employees in the city went on a flash strike on Friday in protest against alleged 
police inaction. The striking workers said Ratheesh Kumar, 31, a private bus driver of 
Vembanoor, was assaulted by Mahesh a KSRTC conductor and three others on Thursday. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/flash-strike/article5927906.ece 

Former Manipur rebels threaten to take up 
arms 
The former rebels belonging to seven outlawed underground organisations have once again 
threatened to take up arms if the government fails to fulfil the commitments made while 
signing the Memorandum of Understanding. These rebels had come over ground on the basis 
of the MoU. 

Talking to reporters on Thursday night Ruhini Puyam, Home Secretary of the United 
Revolutionary Front, the pro-talk group, said that the former insurgents who are now lodged 
in a designated camp are disillusioned by the way the government failed to make 
arrangements to enable them to cast votes on Thursday. This is despite the fact that O. 
Nabakishore, Chief Electoral Officer of Manipur, had written letters to the government 
officials to make necessary arrangements. 

Mr. Puyam further said that there are 584 former rebels in the designated camp. At the time 
of signing the MoU the government agreed that they had become Indian citizens without any 
conditions. It means that the government should have allowed them to cast their votes in the 
Parliamentary elections. The chief electoral officer had pointed out that these inmates could 
go to their respective villages to cast their votes and the Director General of Police should 
make special arrangements to provide them security.  

Mr. Puyam said that the Corcom, the apex body of six proscribed underground organisations 
had threatened to kill these former insurgents. Unlike other former insurgents who had joined 
the mainstream after signing the suspension of operations, signatories are not allowed to 
handle weapons. But these signatories were allowed to cast their votes within the designated 
camps in full combat fatigue and carrying automatic rifles. 

Mr. Puyam further said that the MoU signatories hail from many far flung villages in the 
valley districts. It is not practical to escort them to their villages. Secondly, since all of them 
had been insurgents for about 30 years their names do not appear in the voters’ lists. He said 
that the government should have updated the voters’ lists by adding their names after the 
signing of the MoU. 

Because of the utter negligence by the government there is general disillusionment.If the 
government does not keep its words the inmates may once again take up arms, said Mr. 
Puyam. 

‘Government discriminating former insurgents’ 

Meanwhile, Nongdren Khomba, the commander in chief of the Kangleipak Communist Party 
(Military Council) was the only one who went to his village, Kumbi about 60 km away from 
the designated camp at great personal risk to cast his vote. Accompanied by his wife he went 
to the polling station at 2 pm on Thursday. However, the presiding officer told him that he 
could not cast his vote as the instruction was that he could cast vote in ballot paper and not 



EVM. This is contradictory to the announcement of the chief electoral officer. When he 
protested the presiding officer got clearance from the higher ups through phone. He was 
allowed to cast vote only after it and he had to hang around for more than 30 minutes despite 
the security risk. 

Talking to reporters Mr. Khomba said that the government is discriminating the rebels who 
had joined the national mainstream after signing the MoU. There was no hamstringing 
restriction for the signatories of the suspension of operations. The government is deliberately 
driving a wedge between the tribals and non-tribals on this issue, he alleged. 

Keywords: Manipur insurgency, Ruhini Puyam, United Revolutionary Front, Lok Sabha 
elections 2014, Manipur elections, voting, former insurgents, Designation camps 
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Officials avert total boycott in Nijhota 
village 

 

The Hindu Officials inspecting the damage near the river Mohana at Nijhota village, Uttar Pradesh, 

on Thursday. Photo: Arunangsu Roy Chowdhury  

Tribals refused to vote without assurances on their grievances 

Located deep in the Dudhwa National Tiger Reserve, barely 10 km west of the Gauri-Phanta 
checkpost along the India-Nepal border, Nijhota village has little relevance on the political 
map of Uttar Pradesh. 

The last village on Indian soil along the international borders, Nijhota has seen little political 
activity this poll season. On Thursday, however, as polling begun in Kheri constituency, 
senior administrative officials were compelled to rush to this nondescript village to deal with 
a bizarre situation. 

All 736 voters of Nijhota, mostly Tharu tribals, refused to exercise their franchise in protest 
against the government’s failure to attend to their long-pending grievance of breach of 
embankment by a local river, Mohana, notorious for changing its course. 

By noon, not a single Tharu vote had been cast, and the village was swarming with police and 
administrative officials sent for negotiation. 



The tribals, huddled in protest outside the polling booth, looked on as their headman Shiv 
Saran spoke to the officials. “The leaders come, click pictures of the river and promise us that 
they will solve our problem if we vote for them. We always listen. But why should we vote 
when promises aren’t kept?” 

Sub-Divisional Magistrate Vijay Bahadur tried to persuade the Tharus to vote by explaining 
the reasons behind the delay. “Our engineers have conducted surveys of the river and these 
reports have been sent to the Central Water Commission. It’s not a local issue so we have to 
wait for the Centre’s approval for funds. Kindly go and vote,” he said. The tribals, not 
convinced, continued to sit outside the polling booth.  

“First show us the proof of your work,” one Tharu shot back. “I cannot promise you anything 
due to the Model Code of Conduct, but all will be done for you. But please vote,” Mr. 
Bahadur requested. 

At this the villagers came up with a demand. They asked the officials to first visit the river 
area and see for themselves the damage done by the changing course of Mahona. The 
officials, finding no solution to the impasse, followed the villagers to the river bank, a 
distance of 500 metres. 

The exercise helped convince the Tharus to vote but some villagers like Karm Singh were 
defiant. “All this drama won’t work,” he said and walked away without exercising his 
franchise. 

The Tharus inhabit the Terai valleys and plains along the India-Nepal border. Around 80,000 
are spread across 40 villages in the forests in Lakhimpur Kheri district. 

Keywords: Nijhota village, Dudhwa National Tiger Reserve, Kheri Lok Sabha 
constituency, Lok Sabha elections 2014, Lok Sabha polls 2014 
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Jainapur dances to the boycott tune 
  

Villagers refuse to cast vote protesting over infrastructure woes 

 

Youth in Jainapur village, which refused to participate in the polls, play kolata near the polling booth, 

in Bidar district on Thursday.  

While others were celebrating the festival of democracy by casting their votes across the 
constituency, it was a different kind of celebration in Jainapur village in Bhalki taluk. 

Young people were playing ‘Kolata’ to the tunes of folk songs sung by elders. Some others 
sang devotional songs and Vachanas. Women, however, were busy collecting water from the 
mini water supply project sump. 



Lack of amenities 

The villagers have decided to boycott elections complaining that there was no proper 
infrastructure and that no party or leader had kept their promises made in the Assembly or 
Parliamentary elections in the past. 

The village, around 25km from Bidar, is part of the Balur Gram Panchayat in Bhalki taluk. It 
does not have an all-weather road to the nearest town of Halbarga. The village does not have 
tapped water – water from borewells is pumped to a mini water supply project tank. 

The village school has classes only up to class five. There is no primary health centre or a 
veterinary hospital. Most of the residents have dropped out of school. There are only two 
people in the village who have studied up to PUC. Most are farmers or farm labourers. One 
of them is a government teacher. A few are working for private companies in Hyderabad. 

However, the villagers ensured that the youth were kept busy and the attention of the media 
was drawn to them amid the election brouhaha. They organised a bhajan and dance all 
through the day on polling day. They put up a tent within 100m of the polling booth, brought 
a sound system from Halbarga town and began the song and dance show. 

Till around 1 p.m., not a single vote was cast in the village. Village elder Suryakanth Janti 
said they would not vote for any party or candidate even if any candidate were to come the 
village and assure them of providing facilities if elected. 

“We are disgusted by politicians,” said Sukesh Reddy, a village youth. “We are tired of 
hearing false assurances from politicians. Now we want them to deliver first and seek votes 
later,” he said. 

He said they had not considered pressing the None Of The Above (NOTA) button on the 
EVM. “That would mean we are insulting the candidates. We don’t want to do that. Also, 
most of the voters are uneducated and would not understand the significance of exercising 
NOTA. We just want to boycott the process to register our protest,” Mr. Reddy said. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/jainapur-dances-to-the-
boycott-tune/article5924537.ece 

 

 

 

Wave of protest greets Naidu 

 

Supporters of ticket aspirants surround TDP president N. Chandrababu Naidu in Tanuku during his 

electioneering.— Photo AVG Prasad  



The two-day electioneering by the TDP president N. Chandrababu Naidu in West Godavari 
district on Thursday ended with a showdown by the ticket aspirants. He addressed impromptu 
gatherings at Tanuku, Devarapalli and Eluru on Wednesday and Thursday, covering the three 
Lok Sabha constituencies of Eluru, Narsapur and Rajahmundry. 

Ticket-seekers corner TDP president 

The Kakatiya Kalyana Mandapam in Tanuku, where he made a night halt witnessed a wave 
of protests by those who lost in the ticket race and pleas by those who have faint hope, from 
both West and East Godavari districts. Those who sought to find an outlet in the visit of Mr. 
Naidu to give vent to their pent up feelings included the ‘victims’ of the TDP-BJP alliance 
and the defectors from the Congress. 

The followers of Varma from Pithapuram in West Godavari district reached Tanuku soon 
after arrival of Mr. Naidu on Tuesday night with a plea against allotment of the seat to the 
Congress defectors. This was followed by a similar show by the followers of party senior 
leader Gorantla Buchiaah Chowdary in Rajahmundry seeking his re-nomination. The 
followers of former Congress MLA Kottu Satyanarayana made a similar demonstration 
against ceding of Tadepalligudem to BJP. The TDP sitting MLA from Kovvuru (SC-
reserved) Rama Rao led a demonstration into the function hall of the kalyanamandapam 
seeking his retention. His followers conveyed their feelings through drum beats, placards and 
slogan-shouting. 

The aides of Mr. Atchibabu, a scion of Dommeru zamindars and a power centre in the TDP, 
also resorted to a show of strength to counter the one led by Mr. Rao. 

The intra-party rival groups led by aspiring candidates in Palacol, former MLA T. 
Satyanarayana Murthy and Nimmala Rama Naidu embarrassed the TDP chief by turning the 
kalyana mandapam into a platform for a showdown. 

In Eluru too, the ticket-seekers, including former MLA Peetala Sujatha and Jayamangala 
Venkataramana, made a futile attempt to prevail upon Mr. Naidu their pleas for the tickets. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-andhrapradesh/wave-of-protest-greets-
naidu/article5924571.ece 

 

 

After nine years, villagers opposing POSCO 
plant vote:18 April 
Villagers resisting setting up of a mega steel plant by South Korean steel major POSCO cast 
their votes after nine years here on Thursday. 

Villagers opposed to land acquisition, however, sought to clarify that their participation in 
voting should not be seen as softening of their stand. 

Members of Posco Pratirodh Sangram Samiti (PPSS) said they would continue the agitation 
against ‘forcible’ land acquisition though the Jagtsinghpur district administration was 
considering facilitation of election at Dhinkia, the nerve centre of anti-POSCO movement, a 
big success. 

In the morning, although the polling party encountered a technical glitch in EVMs, polling 
started around 8 am. Soon brisk polling was witnessed in two booths set up at Dhinkia 



Primary School here. By noon, around 30 per cent voters had turned out to exercise their 
franchise. There are about 2,771 enlisted voters in two booths. 

The Odisha government had signed a memorandum of understanding with POSCO on June 
22, 2005 for setting up of 12-mtpa capacity steel plant over 4004 acres at an estimated cost of 
Rs. 52,000 crore.  Soon people started an agitation against the proposal alleging that the land 
acquisition would snatch away their sustainable livelihood. 

The resistance in Dhinkia was particularly very strong. People had even erected barricades 
and restricted entry of government officials into their village. For years, government 
employees, including police, could not access the village. On its part, police too had slapped 
several criminal cases against villagers for their reported involvement in violent movement 
against the steel plant. 

Previous election 

During the last elections in 2009, when people’s resistance to POSCO’s steel plant was at 
peak, a polling booth could not be set up at Dhinkia. Villagers were requested to cast their 
votes in a booth established at Trilochanpur, a few km away from Dhinkia. Many villagers 
did not come out of their village fearing arrests and could not vote. 

Villagers had last participated in 2005 panchayat election. The Government did not notify 
2012 panchayat election at Dhinkia due to the troubled situation. 

“This year, after district administration assured villages who are facing criminal charges for 
protesting against setting up of the steel plant near their village, that they would not be 
arrested, we allowed two booths in Dhinkia,” said PPSS President Abhaya Sahoo here. Mr. 
Sahoo said, “Participation of people in election should not be construed that we are ready to 
welcome establishment of steel plant. The struggle against forcible land acquisition will 
continue till the State government drops the idea of the steel plant on fertile land.” 

Jagatsinghpur Superintendent of Police Satyabrata Bhoi said polling in Dhinkia was peaceful. 

 

••••  “Struggle against forcible land acquisition will continue” 

••••  Villagers had last participated in 2005 panchayat election 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/after-nine-years-villagers-opposing-posco-plant-
vote/article5924671.ece 

 

Voters in five stations boycott polling 
People in five polling stations in the Imphal West district boycotted polling for the Lok Sabha 
seat held on Thursday. 

The voters of the Oinam Assembly constituency were protesting against the alleged ill-
treatment of a woman by an officer of the Nambol police station. They are demanding the 
transfer of the officer. 

One woman activist told The Hindu that women leaders met Chief Minister Okram Ibobi 
Singh and Deputy Chief Minister Gaikhangam Gangmei, also in charge of Home, on the 
issue. 



They had served an ultimatum saying that unless the police officer is transferred they will 
boycott the polling. 

The Home Minister had sought five days’ time. She added that the five-day period got over 
on Wednesday but the police officer still remains in office. 

Chaoba Thounaojam, BJP State unit president, deplored the lapses on the part of the Manipur 
Government. He said after a preliminary inquiry the officer should have been transferred. It 
was not too late to transfer the officer if he was found guilty and then fix a new date of 
polling in the stations. 

‘Unwarranted arrest’  

Voters of Lambal in Imphal West district, too, boycotted the polling on Thursday. Angry 
voters said 10 Assam Rifles personnel had arrested driver Devan Khaidem. But they claim 
that he was innocent. 

It has also been alleged that at the time of arrest the personnel did not issue any arrest memo, 
which was in flagrant violation of the Supreme Court order. He was later handed over to the 
police station at Lamsang. 

Deputy Chief Minister Gaikhangam Gangmei has not made any comment on the issue. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates/voters-in-five-stations-
boycott-polling/article5924678.ece 

Boycott calls evaporate after officials 
intervene 
The calls for boycotting the elections fell limp as good to high-turnouts were recorded in the 
areas that had threatened to stay away if their demands had not been met. 

Ullal Kodi had threatened boycott over “discrimination” and “unnecessary” arrests of more 
than 60 persons in connection with the communal violence that broke out in February. 

Though organisations in the community had withdrawn the call after assurances from 
political leaders, a few people had gathered in Kodi Circle refusing to vote Thursday 
morning. 

“Around 10 persons were sitting by the bus stand refusing to vote. They were not convinced 
with the assurances of the political leaders. But the residents talked to them, and eventually, 
we convinced them to cast their vote,” said Zameer Ahmed, a resident. 

Slow polling 

Though the polling was slow in Kodi — around 29 per cent at noon — it picked up later on 
as more people reposed faith in the assurances. Among those voting was Abdul Shameer, a 
painter who was arrested after the violence. 

“A total of 33 of us were in Bellary Jail for nearly 20 days. I’m a daily-wage earner and the 
arrest put my family’s finances under stress. Politicians have assured us that our cases will be 
looked at,” he said. 

Ahmed Basheer, a resident, said if the promises were not met, they would “intensify” their 
protests. 



“The elections are a way of raising our protest and our voice. This does not mean we have 
given up our demands though,” he said. 

Other places 

In Panambur, residents living close to the New Mangalore Port Trust (NMPT) had called for 
boycotting the elections after numerous complaints against the “dust spewed” from coal 
bearing trucks in the area had fallen on deaf ears. 

However, Shivaram Panambur, a resident, said they changed their minds after Zilla 
Panchayat Chief Executive Officer Thulasi Maddineni assured them of a solution after the 
election. 

“As she had made the announcement in the media (during a live phone-in programme in a 
local channel), we believe she will keep her commitment. We have decided to participate in 
the electoral process, but residents have been told to opt for NOTA (None Of The Above),” 
he said. 

He estimated nearly 200 residents participated in the elections after the withdrawal of the 
boycott call, and “most” of them had opted for NOTA. 

Similarly, Ms. Maddineni’s assurance of electricity to Kalleri village in Belthangady taluk 
saw the boycott there being withdrawn, while residents of Kumbalapadavu near Mudipu — 
who had “suggested” a boycott for their demand against the “excessive” drawing of 
groundwater by Infosys — turned out in large numbers for the elections after local political 
representative assured of a solution to the issue. 

Ullal Kodi had threatened to boycott polls over arrests of more than 60 persons 
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Thousands convinced to reconsider poll 
rejection 
Last minute efforts by Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) 
officials and “self realisation” on the part of the voters resulted in residents of Guruvinahalli 
village in Kundagol taluk of Dharwad district withdrawing their decision to boycott polls on 
Thursday. 

The residents of the village do not have Gram Panchayat (GP) members to represent them for 
the last few years as they kept boycotting GP elections. Their main complaint is that the 
Panchayat Office, which was earlier located in their village, had been shifted to adjacent 
Malali village. 

With the shifting of the gram panchayat office, the village has hardly received any attention, 
and no funds have been released for developmental works. 

“There is no development ever since the office got shifted to Malali. We have been agitating 
but it has been of no use. We boycotted the gram panchayat elections so far in order to get 
attention and air our grievances. Although the officials and political leaders assured us of 
taking remedial measures, nothing has been done so far,” said Adiveyya Kubihalmath, 
standing before the polling station. 

Sangmaesh Hiremath and former gram panchayat member Chandru Padesur said their village 
had been the centre of gram panchayat activities for long. “But despite our opposition, the 



office was shifted because of pressure from panchayat president M.D. Badiger, who is from 
Malali, and gram panchayat secretary Karikannavar,” they said. 

However, they said they decided to take part in the election process with the realisation that 
the Lok Sabha election had nothing to do with the local issues. 

Due to the confusion over the issue of polling, in the first two hours of polling only three 
persons had voted in polling station no. 156 of the village, and only 23 had voted in the 
second polling station. However, people started coming in after it was clear that the boycott 
decision had been withdrawn. 

Boycott prevented 

The villagers of Anur B in Gurmitkal Assembly Segment in Gulbarga boycotted the polls for 
the first two hours protesting against the failure of elected representatives to provide basic 
amenities. Later, officials intervened and persuaded them to cast their vote. 

Voters boycotted polling in three villages of Haveri district — Bevinahalli in Ranebennur 
taluk, Bankapur (polling station no. 173) and Hire Morab in Shiggaon taluk. While the 
boycott was to press for basic infrastructure in Bevinahalli and Bankapur, the one at Hire 
Morab was for setting up a separate polling station. However, elected representatives and poll 
officials who reached the villages successfully convinced the residents to withdraw their 
boycott and start voting. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/thousands-convinced-to-
reconsider-poll-rejection/article5924534.ece 

SUCI(C) candidate refuses to vote 
    

K. Somashekhar, the Socialist Unity Centre of India – Communist (SUCI-C) candidate for 
Raichur parliamentary constituency, boycotted the poll on Thursday to register his protest 
against the “discriminatory display” of symbols on the Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs). 

“The symbols of Congress and BJP on the EVMs are bold and highlighted and that of all 
other candidates are dull. It goes quite against the basic spirit of free and fair election. I have 
boycotted the poll to register my protest,” he said. 

However, his supporters and party workers apparently cast their vote as there was no official 
call for them to boycott the polls. 

N.S. Veeresh, election agent for the candidate, lodged a complaint with Deputy 
Commissioner and Returning Officer of Raichur on this matter. He demanded re-polling at 
the station and a judicial inquiry into the matter. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/sucic-candidate-refuses-to-
vote/article5924535.ece 
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The members of Amruth Mahal Kaval Horata Samithi staging a dharna in Doddaullarthi village in 

Challakere taluk in Chitradurga on Thursday.  

Protesting against the delay in withdrawing land handed over to premier institutions like 
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO), the residents of Doddaullarthi village in Challakere taluk in 
Chitradurga district boycotted the general elections on Thursday. 

The two polling stations in the village with a population of more than 4,000 had 1,215 voters 
in booth no 245 and 1,077 voters in booth no 244. Until afternoon, only one person had 
exercised his franchise and the officers headed by Tahasildar Vijay Raju made futile attempts 
to convince the voters to take part in polling. 

Amruth Mahal Kaval Land Horata Samithi president Kariyanna told The Hindu that the 
district administration had handed over thousands of acres land to institutions like ISRO and 
DRDO flouting the norms and without taking consent of the residents in the region. 

“The diversion of the Amruth Mahal Kaval land affected about 60 villages. The local 
communities – poor and illiterate – were directly dependent on the grasslands for their 
livelihood,” he said. 

Besides grazing cattle, sheep and buffaloes, they collect firewood, fruits, medicinal plants and 
palm leaves for making baskets and mats, and grass for making brooms, Mr. Kariyanna said. 

The boundary walls constructed by these organisations had blocked access to the land and the 
fodder prices had increased considerably, which had made it difficult to maintain livestock, 
he said. 

Mr. Kariyanna also said that in the last Assembly elections, the residents had decided to 
boycott elections. But the district administration had convinced them to take part in the 
elections with an assurance that the required measures would be initiated to retrieve the land 
as early as possible. So far no steps had been taken in this regard, he alleged. 

Another resident of the village, Ganganna, said the residents were told in advance about the 
boycott and boards were also put up at three places in the village for awareness. The 
members of the Samithi also staged a dharna in the village during the day. 

 

••••  2,292 voters in Doddaullarthi did not cast their votes 

••••  Protest against land allotment to ISRO and DRDO 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/voters-abstain-over-kaval-
land-row/article5924536.ece 



University students end protest 
V-C announces panel to probe alleged torture of student 

 

Police personnel interact with the protesting university students in Puducherry on Thursday.— 

Photo: T. Singaravelou  

Tamil Department students of Pondicherry University ended their week-long protests on 
Thursday after Vice-Chancellor Chandra Krishnamurthy announced the formation of a 
committee to enquire into the alleged torture of one of them. 

The students on Thursday staged a sit-in protest outside the V-C’s office, demanding 
dismissal of the head of the Academic Staff College, S. Hariharan. 

Meanwhile, on the university’s request, Superintendent of Police North Praveen Tripathy and 
Superintendent of Police (Policing of Police) P. Tamilarasi, along with several other officers, 
arrived on the scene. 

Around 2 p.m., the V-C addressed the students and agreed to set up an enquiry committee 
consisting of a retired Inspector-General of Police, retired Judge and other officials. There 
would also be a student observer as part of the enquiry. The details of the committee would 
be posted on the university website soon, she said. 

The students, after some argument, finally relented and ended their protests. 

It may be recalled that on April 6, one of the students of the Tamil Department, S. 
Radhakrishnan, was allegedly detained by the security personnel, beaten and forced to 
confess to having harassed the female students behind the hostel. 

The student filed a police complaint against Mr.Hariharan and security officers Bushan 
Sudhakar, Gunasegaran and Sam Satish for unlawful detention and assault of the student. 

The university has also filed cases against 100 students who damaged the car and house of 
Mr. Hariharan. 

The students of the Tamil Department have been protesting since April 10, demanding the 
dismissal of the faculty and security officers involved in the assault. 

“We would like to have either M. Ramadass or J.A.K. Tareen on the committee, but since the 
V-C was willing to compromise with us, we agreed to the arrangement,” one of the students 
said. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/university-students-end-
protest/article5924782.ece 

Hartal total 



A hartal called by the CPI(M) at Mattathoor Panchayat on Thursday in protest against the 
attack on one of its activists was total. CPI(M) activist Shahul Hameed, 48, was hacked by 
unidentified armed gang at Vasupuram junction on Wednesday. He is undergoing treatment 
at a private hospital 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/hartal-total/article5924826.ece 

Residents boycott polls in Imphal West 
district 
People in five polling stations in Imphal West district boycotted the Lok Sabha polls held on 
Thursday. The voters in four polling stations at Oinam Assembly constituency did not turn up 
for casting their votes. This is in protest against the manhandling of a woman allegedly by a 
police official under Nambol station limits. The people have been demanding the transfer of 
the police officer.  

One woman activist told The Hindu that they met Chief Minister Okram Ibobi Singh and 
Deputy Chief Minister Gaikhangam Gangmei, who is in charge of Home Ministry on the 
issue.  

The activists told the leaders that unless the police official is transferred, they have no option 
but to boycott polls.  

Despite the assurance by the Mr. Gangmei to address the issue within a week, nothing has 
happened, they alleged.  

Meanwhile, Chaoba Thounaojam, the state unit president of the BJP deplored the lapses of 
the Manipur government in this regard. He said that after a preliminary inquiry the officer 
should have been transferred away to mollify the people. He added that it is not too late now 
to transfer him if he is found guilty and then fix a new date of polling for these polling 
stations.  

In a separate development, voters at Lambal in Imphal West district boycotted the elections 
on Thursday. The voters were angered over the arrest of a driver by personnel of 10 Assam 
Rifles.  

Despite the developments, Mr. Gangmei is tight-lipped over the issue.  

Keywords: Lok Sabha elections 2014, Manipur Lok Sabha polls, election boycott 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/residents-boycott-polls-in-imphal-west-
district/article5922348.ece 

LDF takes out march against police 
action:17 April 
Left Democratic Front (LDF) activists on Wednesday took out a march to the Kumarakom 
police station in protest against the alleged excesses of the police. 

Four LDF activists had been arrested by the police following clashes with BJP workers 
before the elections. The leaders of the LDF alleged that the police had adopted a unilateral 
stance by registering false cases against the activists. LDF convener Vaikom Viswan 
inaugurated the dharna that was organised in front of the police station. 



http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/ldf-takes-out-march-against-
police-action/article5921019.ece 

CPI(M) condemns caste bias in Krishna 
Math 
The district unit of Communist Party of India (Marxist) on Wednesday condemned the 
incident of an assistant lecturer of School Allied Health Sciences (SOAHS), Manipal 
University, being asked to leave the dining hall of Sri Krishna Math/Temple here because she 
was not a Brahmin. 

Vanita N. Shetty, who had gone to have lunch or “prasada” at the dining hall Krishna 
Math/Temple on April 15, was asked by a meal-server to leave the hall as she was not a 
Brahmin. 

In a press release issued here, K. Shankar, Secretary of CPI(M) District Committee, said the 
party had held a protest against the “Pankti Bheda” (separate arrangements for Brahmins for 
lunch in Sri Krishna Math/Temple) in December 2012. But the authorities of Sri Krishna 
Math/Temple did not solve the problem. Instead, the system of “Pankti Bheda” was 
continuing in the math/temple. By so doing, the authorities of the math/temple were misusing 
the spiritual belief of the people, he said. 

The CPI(M) also demanded that Vishwesha Tirtha Swamiji of Pejawar Math clarify his 
reported statement that there should be one God for the Hindu community and the priests 
should be ready for a spiritual revolution. The seer should answer on what steps he had taken 
to stop the practice of “pankti bheda” in the temple, the release added. 

‘Math authorities misusing people’s spiritual belief’ 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/cpim-condemns-caste-
bias-in-krishna-math/article5921047.ece 

Boycott threat: officials to provide 
transport facility 
Residents had threatened to boycott election due to 

After residents of five villages in Hirebilagunji Gram Panchayat limits in Sagar taluk 
announced they would boycott the election, the district administration has announced it will 
provide them transport facility on polling day. 

The residents of Koppa, Naragodu, Kagodudimba, Kyadikoppa and Devikere villages 
threatened to boycott the election, to register their protest against the polling station being 
shifted from Koppa village to Malla village. Voters would have to walk more than 5 
kilometres to reach the polling booth in Malla. 

A delegation of residents had submitted a memorandum to Deputy Commissioner Vipul 
Bansal on Tuesday against shifting the polling station. 

Kumaraswamy, a gram panchayat member, said the gram sabha had requested the district 
administration to set up a polling station at Government Lower Primary school in Koppa 
village. The district administration had also made necessary arrangements. 

He alleged that officials decided to shift the polling station owing to political pressure. 



Speaking to The Hindu , Additional Deputy Commissioner Nagaraj N.M. said the district 
administration decided to provide free bus service from these villages to Malla on election 
day. Following this arrangement, the residents have agreed to participate in the polling, he 
said. The residents of Karabailu and Chikkalur villages in Tirthamattur Grama Panchayat 
limits had also threatened to boycott the election to express their disappointment at the lack 
of basic amenities in their villages. 

Ganeshamurthy, tahsildar of Tirthahalli, told The Hindu that he visited the villages and held a 
discussion with residents there. 

The problems faced by the people there would be addressed immediately after the completion 
of the election, he said, adding that the residents had responded positively to his request to 
participate in the election. 

 

••••  Voters would have had to walk more than 5 km, as polling station was shifted to Malla 

••••  After ADC promised to provide transport to the poll booth, they agreed to participate in 
voting 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/boycott-threat-officials-to-
provide-transport-facility/article5921068.ece 

Miscreants attack TDP leader’s house at 
Araku 
Miscreants attacked the farm house of TDP leader Khumba Ravibabu at Araku Valley on 
Wednesday morning and burnt some pieces of furniture. 

Dr. Ravibabu was allotted party ticket for Araku Valley Assembly constituency after he left 
YSR Congress and joined the TDP a few days ago. There was resentment among local 
leaders and cadre of the TDP about the ticket being given to Dr. Ravibabu. 

According to a complaint filed by watchman of the farm house Malleswara Rao with the 
police, 15 persons came to the farm house and wanted to congratulate Dr. Ravibabu on being 
allotted the party ticket. After entering the farm house, they poured petrol on a sofa set, 
chairs, and double cot, and set them on fire. This happened at around 9 a.m. The miscreants 
did not appear to be locals, said the watchman. 

At a press conference here in the evening, Dr. Ravibabu dismissed the incident as an 
emotional outburst and he was not worrying much about that. 

Dr. Ravibabu said he would coordinate with all leaders like MLA Siveri Soma. 

Supporters of Mr. Soma staged a rally at Araku Valley, protesting against denial of party 
ticket to the MLA. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-andhrapradesh/miscreants-attack-tdp-
leaders-house-at-araku/article5921191.ece 

Opposition hits streets against ‘rigged’ 
Tripura poll:16 April 



Tripura Pragatishil Gramin Congress, one of the parties contested in both parliamentary 
constituencies, staged noisy protests in Agartala on Wednesday seeking action against chief 
electoral officer for allegedly favouring ruling CPI(M). Meanwhile BJP will also hold 
protests over the demand of almost all opposition parties.  

“Our leaders and workers will hold protests against rigging and biased role of the election 
officials in the Lok Sabha polls”, state BJP President Sudhindra Dasgupta who was a 
candidate in West Tripura seat told newsmen. He complained that election officials reduced 
the election to a farce to benefit CPI(M).  

Earlier Congress, BJP, Trinamool Congress, Pragatishil Gramin Congress and Aam Admi 
Party rejected the poll figures circulated by the state election department claiming they have 
photographs, video footage and documents to establish how the elections were rigged. They 
declared respective decision to reject the Lok Sabha poll outcome on May 16 – the day of 
counting.  

CPI(M) however has rubbished the claims of the opposition parties and claimed the rivals 
were crying foul as they are going to face defeat by huge margins. “Seven days after the 
election these parties are making bogus allegation as a face saving tactic from an imminent 
defeat”, a party statement said adding the opposition had earlier termed elections peaceful.  

The opposition rejected average 84.84 peercentage polling in West and East Lok Sabha 
constituencies and claimed complete misconduct had taken place in all 3,095 polling stations. 
Congress however conceded that it couldn’t appoint election agents in more than 50 percent 
polling stations in both constituencies, but claimed ‘it was due to threat and intimidation on 
party workers’.  

Political situation suddenly heated up from normal post election calm over allegations of 
rigging and forgery. Except Congress, other opposition parties knocked the door of the 
election commission to hold fresh poll in both the Lok Sabha seats.  

“Today we have displayed our anger. If election commission fails to conduct fresh poll, we 
would observe ‘black day’ on day of the counting”, Pragatishil Gramin Congress President 
Subal Bhowmik stated.  

The election commission or state election officials have not officially commented over the 
serious charges made by the opposition parties. Chief Electoral Officer Ashutosh Jindal has 
only informed over complaints of irregularities at a polling station in Bishalgarh near 
Agartala and said enquiry was ongoing.  

Keywords: Tripura, Lok Sabha elections 2014, CPI(M), Congress, Opposition, Election 
Commission 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/opposition-hits-streets-against-rigged-
tripura-poll/article5919123.ece 

 

Protests outside Swamy’s residence 
Scores of Congress workers staged a protest outside BJP leader Subramanian Swamy’s 
residence in Nizamuddin area of South Delhi on Tuesday demanding an “unconditional 
apology” for allegedly making derogatory remarks against Priyanka Gandhi and top party 
leaders. 

Some of the protesters broke barricades and clashed with police when they were stopped 
from going towards Dr. Swamy’s residence. 



‘Baseless allegations’ 

The protest was led Delhi Congress leaders Haroon Yusuf and Mukesh Sharma.“His 
allegations are totally baseless. We condemn his derogatory remarks and demand an 
unconditional apology immediately failing which we will intensify our protest. We will 
gherao him wherever he goes,” Mr. Yusuf said. 

Police dispersed the agitators using mild force. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/protests-outside-swamys-
residence/article5917035.ece 

DMK men picket road 
DMK men picketed Sri Kaliamman Temple junction here on Tuesday condemning a meeting 
organised by the AIADMK and demanding protection to their lives. Traffic was disrupted on 
Periyakulam, Dindigul and Madurai highways for an hour owing to the flash strike. An 
ambulance van from Periyakulam too was caught in the traffic snarl. 

Batlagundu unit of AIADMK convened a meeting of AIADMK booth agents at a private 
farm in Pattiveeranpatti near here. The DMK cadre lodged a complaint to the flying squad 
about distribution of cash to cadres in the farm. The flying squad conducted an enquiry and 
found nothing. Hundreds of DMK cadres followed the flying squad to Pattiveeranpatti. The 
squad informed the DMK that their complaint was wrong. Meanwhile, a section of AIADMK 
and DMK cadres quarrelled with one another. Reserve police prevented any untoward 
incident and asked them to leave the place. 

Highly irritated DMK cadres picketed Kaliamman kovil junction demanding protection from 
AIADMK men. After police intervention, the cadres withdrew their agitation and conducted 
protest march towards police station and staged a demonstration before Batlagundu police 
station. They gave a complaint stating that there was a threat to them and AIADMK men 
were trying to attack them. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/dmk-men-picket-
road/article5917177.ece 

Odisha minister blamed for attack on 
candidate’s family members 
  Eight men stormed into a hotel late at night and attacked them 

 

Family members of Jeypore Congress candidate Taraprasad Bahinipati seen in a Visakhapatnam 

hospital on Tuesday.— Photo: K.R. Deepak  

Survivors of an armed attack by political rivals in a poll-related violence, who were 
hospitalised here on Tuesday, accused Odisha Minister for School and Mass Education Rabi 
Narayan Nanda of deploying goons to kill them. 



Immediately after elections were held for the Jeypore Assembly segment in Koraput district 
on April 10, an armed gang of eight stormed into a hotel late in the night where Congress 
candidate Taraprasad Bahinipati’s relatives were staying and attacked them. They also tried 
to shoot them with guns outside the hotel after abusing and beating them, the survivors said. 

The injured – Mr. Bahinipati’s brother Tuna alias Manoj Kumar, who was stabbed in the 
abdomen, and nephew Gupta Prasad Mohapatra, who received injuries on the thigh, are 
undergoing treatment at a corporate hospital here. 

Talking to The Hindu, Mr. Bahinipati, who was Congress nominee against Mr. Nanda, 
alleged that the attack was engineered by the Minister. He alleged that son of Mr. Nanda had 
participated in the attack and the Minister, fearing defeat, had tried to take revenge against his 
family. Mr. Bahinipati, who contested on BJP ticket in 2009, was defeated by Mr. Nanda by a 
narrow margin. 

The Minister as well as Koraput district BJD leaders refuted their involvement in the attack in 
protest against which a bandh was observed by the Congress activists. 

Mr. Tuna alleged that BJD Youth wing district president Dharmendra Adhikari and seven 
others had opened fire on them and tried to stab them to death. He claimed that they had the 
CCTV footage of the hotel to identify and nab the assailants. “I returned from Borigumma 
and when I questioned why the gang was attacking the son of Mr. Bahinipati, they all abused 
and attacked me and those accompanying me. It is shocking that none of the accused has 
been arrested so far,” he said.+ 

Former Odisha Chief Minister Giridhar Gamang, who condemned the incident, is scheduled 
to come here on Wednesday to visit the injured. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/odisha-minister-blamed-for-attack-on-
candidates-family-members/article5917293.ece 

Talks to resolve Toyota tussle resume today: 
15 April  
    

Talks aimed at resolving the nearly-month-long tussle between the workforce and 
management of the Toyota plants will resume here on Tuesday. 

Considerable hopes rest on the meeting as the two sides, after the weekend break and in the 
presence of a senior official of Labour Department, get down to iron out their differences. If 
that happens it could mean a lot to the two Toyota plants at Bidadi, a suburb of Bangalore, as 
since March 16 these have seen a lockout and labour protests, including hunger strikes. 

Government officials engaged in the conciliation process exude confidence that an agreement 
is likely on Tuesday. Several marathon meetings, an official explained, have been held on 
many days and at every stage some progress was achieved. He, however, agreed the 
contentious issue that remained was suspension of 30 employees besides the management 
insisting on the workers signing a good conduct undertaking. 

In response to queries from The Hindu , the company preferred to refrain from commenting 
on the drop in production, but was carrying out limited plant operations with the help of 
supervisory staff. On change in its position with regard to the workers, it said: “We are 
currently in talks with the Labour Department. We are hopeful of an early solution.” 

Toyota Kirloskar Motor (TKM) Employee Union president Prasanna Kumar.C. told The 
Hindu that there was no change in the stance of the workforce. 



The union is demanding that the company revoke the suspension and not insist on the 
undertaking 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/talks-to-resolve-toyota-tussle-resume-
today/article5913142.ece 

 

BJP, VCK cadres block road 

 

Members of BJP block road after Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi cadre prevented them from 

garlanding the statue of Ambedkar in Salem on Monday.- PHOTO: P. GOUTHAM  

Tension prevailed near Ambedkar statue on Cherry Road when cadre of Viduthalai 
Chiruthaigal Katchi prevented Bharatiya Janata Party members from garlanding the statue on 
Monday. 

Garland 

It is said that members of BJP and VCK came to garland the statue at the same time. But, 
VCK cadre prevented BJP members from garlanding the statue and arguments broke out 
between workers of the two parties. 

Protesting over the issue, VCK cadre sat on the road and later BJP cadre also staged a road 
block. 

Traffic hit  

Efforts by police personnel to pacify them failed as traffic on the busy stretch came to a 
standstill for over 20 minutes. 

City Police Commissioner A. Amalraj, who arrived on the spot, asked the protestors not to 
disturb the vehicle movement. Many BJP members left while the VCK cadre continue to 
block the road. 

Later, the police arrested six BJP workers and 60 VCK cadre. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/bjp-vck-cadres-block-
road/article5913412.ece 
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The workers who have been out of work threaten to boycott elections 

 

WORKING FOR A PITTANCE:Early morning work at Grassmore tea garden in Jalpaiguri district in West 

Bengal.—Photo: Sushanta Patronobish  

The Dooars region in the foothills of the Himalayas in north Bengal is unique not only for its 
high concentration of tea gardens but also for the abject poverty prevalent in the region. A 
sizeable section of tea gardens workers have decided to boycott the elections on April 17 in 
protest of the apathy of the Sate government and the tea industry about their plight. 

The workers of the tea gardens like Bandapani and Surendranagar, that have remained closed 
for nearly eight months to a year, have decided to boycott the elections so that they can make 
the authorities aware of their condition. 

“Our decision to boycott is to emphasise the point that the workers here have nothing to fall 
back upon. The gardens have been closed for months and the workers and their family are 
facing a starvation like situation,” Bablu Minz, secretary Progressive Tea Workers 
Association of Bandapani Tea Gardens told The Hindu . 

Mr. Minz said that the wages for tea workers in the area is Rs. 95 a day that even comes to 
less than the wages under the 100 days of MGREGA programme that comes to Rs 169. The 
tea garden owners however, claim to provide other facilities like housing to the employees. 

Debjit Dutta, spokesperson of the United Tea Workers Front said the situation in the tea 
gardens is that of “total desperation” with the workers in the tea gardens not having a proper 
place to stay or any other livelihood options when the gardens close. “Even in the tea gardens 
which are open the situation is no better and the people here are living on the edge,” Mr Dutta 
said. 

At the Deklepara tea estate that has remained closed since 2002, most of the tea workers have 
migrated, he added. Those residing there are housed in crumbling structures and deaths due to 
starvation are common here. 

“There have been at least 19 deaths due to starvation in Dekhlapara alone. In Bandapani there 
have been eight,” Mr Dutta said on the basis of reports submitted to the district administration 
by the tea workers union. 

Though the workers in Dheklepara tea gardens may vote on April 17 it does not make their 
situation any better. There are at least eight tea gardens which are closed in the region where 
the fate of about 50,000 voters is hanging in balance. 



The politics in the two constituencies in the State’s Jalpiaguri district – Jalpaiguri and 
Alipurduar is concentrated mostly on the 200 odd tea gardens in the region. While the 
economy of region is hugely dependent on these tea gardens the unions that control the tea 
garden have an influence over the voters. 

While the Left parties— the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and Revolutionary Socialist 
Party— are the ones that dominated the support of the tea garden workers here, the 
Trinamool Congress has made inroads in the region by breaking into the RSP rank and file 
and extending help to the workers in the tea gardens in times of distress. 

Dasarath Tirkey the Trinamool Congress candidate from Alipurduar Lok Sabha seat claims 
that the Trinamool Congress government has provided rice at Rs. 2 per kilogram and brought 
the tea gardens under the MGREGA. He promised to bring the plight of workers to the notice 
of Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. 

Days before the elections, these tea gardens are abuzz with promises made by the candidates 
for their welfare. It is certain that their support will determine the next MP from the region. 
However, the workers are not sure whether that will bring in any change in their livelihood. 

 

••••  The wages for tea workers in the area is Rs. 95 a day 

••••  Many of the estate workers have migrated 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates/resentment-brewing-
among-tea-workers-in-dooars-region/article5913604.ece 

Protest over move to shift ITI 
The reported move of the Directorate of Industrial Training to shift an Industrial Training 
Institute (ITI) from Thiruvambadi region has drawn protests from local people. 

According to sources, the Director of Industrial Training has recently issued a letter to the 
institute asking them to stop new admissions from the next academic year, signalling the 
gradual shift of the technical institute from the region. 

Leaders of various political parties and educational organizations have warned of launching 
an indefinite hunger strike till the move is cancelled. 

As per official records, 126 students and seven teachers are now part of the ITI, which is 
functioning in a rented building. 

At present, training is offered in four important trades. 

The new move comes when the Thiruvambadi grama panchayat is all set to offer the required 
land to construct an own building for the ITI. 

More In: KERALA | NATIONAL 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/protest-over-move-to-shift-
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N-E students gherao police station after 
another ‘attack’ on Manipuri men: 14 April 
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Two young men from Manipur were allegedly subjected to racial slurs following an 
altercation with a group of students in North Delhi's Maurice Nagar late on Saturday night.  

Two persons have been arrested in this connection and have been slapped with charges under 
the provisions of the Scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act  

It is alleged that the arrested duo also attempted to assault the victims identified as Neo (27) 
and Lein (26).  

What started as an argument over a derogatory remark, snowballed into a confrontation with 
the friends of the involved parties also joining in.A violent situation was, however, averted 
when a neighbour called the police. “We were accompanying a female friend when some 
people passed comments. They abused and addressed us in a derogatory manner. When we 
protested, one of them called his friends and in minutes more arrived with hockey sticks,” 
said Lein.  

A friend of the accused however countered the allegations and said the two had not called 
anyone else.  

But even before the police could initiate a probe, some students from the north-east staged a 
demonstration outside the Maurice Nagar police station demanding strict action against the 
accused.  



Additional Deputy Commissioner of the North District, John Neihlaia, who himself hails 
from Mizoram, went to the spot and pacified the agitating students. Police initially detained 
Aakash and Amit and later arrested them. The medical examination of both conducted at the 
Bara Hindu Rao Hospital revealed that they were in an inebriated state.  

Keywords: Scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, North-east 
students, gherao of police station, attack on Manipuris 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/ne-students-gherao-police-station-after-
another-attack-on-manipuri-men/article5910605.ece 

Prohibitory orders at Taliparamba  
India   

Kerala  

 

Prohibitory orders were clamped in areas under the Taliparamba police station limits on 
Sunday following the outbreak of violence at Taliparamba.  

Violence erupted during a march taken out by workers of the Indian Union Muslim League 
(IUML) in protest against the attack on the party office in the town. The marchers targeted 
some shops. Two workers of the Social Democratic Party of India (SDPI) workers were 
injured in the attack.  

The IUML alleged that the attack was carried out by SDPI workers with the support of 
workers of the Communist Party of India (Marxist). Office furniture and documents were 
damaged in the attack. The police said the protest march turned violent as the IUML workers 
attacked the shops of SDPI workers and sympathisers.  

Prohibitory orders were clamped under Section 78 and 79 of the Kerala Police Act. It will be 
in force for 10 days.  

Keywords: Prohibitory orders, Taliparamba violence, Lok Sabha elections 2014 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/prohibitory-orders-at-
taliparamba/article5910399.ece 

No votes if you don’t provide us roads, 
water, say village residents: April 13  



 
About 10,000 residents of Ullal in Dakshina Kannada district have threatened to boycott the 
polls as a mark of protest over the political parties’ silence over the arrest of ‘innocent’ 
persons following communal disturbance in February. File photo: R. Eswarraj  
INFOGRAPHIC 

India   
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Some village communities from across Karnataka have threatened to boycott the Lok Sabha 
elections if their long-pending demands — often for basic amenities such as water and roads 
— are not met. While the people of a few villages are toying with the idea of using ‘None of 
the Above’ (NOTA) option introduced in the electronic voting machines, others believe that 
threat of boycott is a better way to draw the attention of politicians.  

In Hassan, Kachenahalli Lift Irrigation Project Struggle Committee has given a call for 
boycott of the elections. The project, meant to provide water to 48 villages in Dandiganahalli 
hobli, began in 1993 but has remained incomplete. “We, 3,500 members of the committee, 
have decided not to vote,” said Ajje Gowda, convener of the committee, and added that 
people of other villages too were keen to join them. They considered NOTA option, but a 
boycott would send a “stronger message”, he said. 

The demand of more than 8,000 voters of 16 villages in Dhabbeghatta hobli in Turuvekere 
taluk of Tumkur district is also for water. They have decided to boycott the Lok Sabha polls 
saying that none of the political parties has addressed acute shortage of water that haunts 
them every summer. Farmer of Gottigere village, G.L. Bore Gowda, demanded that Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah visit and assure them of water supply. “Coconut palms are withering 
and we fail to get water even after sinking borewells up to a depth of 1,000 feet,” said the 
distraught farmer. 

In the dry Lingsugur taluk of Raichur district, residents of Hireyaradihala and 
Chikkayaradihala are threatening to boycott the elections seeking better roads and water — a 
demand which has not been met for decades. While people of five other villages in the same 
taluk had given a similar call earlier but were persuaded by the Assistant Commissioner to 
exercise franchise, people of these two villages want concrete assurances. 



The 300-odd residents of Moodu Kurikatta, near Panambur beach in Dakshina Kannada, have 
decided to use NOTA with simple demands: a footbridge across a railway line and a city bus 
to Panambur junction. These residents were original inhabitants of the land where New 
Mangalore Port Trust has now come up. Shivaram Panambur, a retired government 
employee, is leading the residents.  

In Ullal in the same district, the demand is not for basic amenities. About 10,000 residents 
here have threatened to boycott the polls as a mark of protest over political parties’ silence 
over the arrest of “innocent” persons following communal disturbance in Ullal in February 
first week. Abdul Latif, secretary of Badria Jumma Masjid, who leads the residents’ group, 
alleged that the lives of the arrested persons, including some degree students and aspirants for 
jobs abroad, are in jeopardy. 

(By Bageshree S., with inputs from Sathish G.T. in Hassan, S. Bhuvaneshwari in 
Tumkur, Kumar Buradikatti in Raichur, and Raghava M . in Mangalore) 

Keywords: Lok Sabha polls, Lok Sabha, Lok Sabha elections 2014, Congress, BJP, NOTA 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/no-votes-if-you-dont-provide-us-roads-
water-say-village-residents/article5906036.ece 

 

Strike on Tuesday 
At least 13 trade bodies in Sivakasi have pledged their support for the Tamil Nadu Fireworks 
and Amorces Manufacturers’ Association (TANFAMA), who have announced a 24-hour-
strike and hunger protest from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Tuesday. A press release from TANFAMA 
said that the import of crackers from China to India has severely hit the cracker industry. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/strike-on-
tuesday/article5907203.ece 

Tribals of Danwakheda forest in M.P. 
demand voting rights 

 

Gond and Korku tribals, under the banner of the Samajwadi Jan Parishad, protesting at the Betul 

Collectorate in Madhya Pradesh.– Photo: PHEROZE l. VINCENT  

Over 50 Gond and Korku tribals, under the aegis of the Samajwadi Jan Parishad (SJP), staged 
a protest at the Betul Collectorate on Thursday demanding voting rights. 



The tribals of Danwakheda forest in Ghodadongri Assembly segment of the Betul seat, who 
subsist on minor forest produce such as mahua and firewood, have been requesting the local 
administration for voting rights since 2012. However, an enquiry by the Collector had 
deemed them to be residents of neighbouring Chhindwara district and held their settlement to 
be an illegal encroachment on forest land. 

Mr. Rajendra Garhwal who led the demonstration told this newspaper that these tribals 
migrated back from Chhindwara to their native village in Danwakheda forest in 2000 due to 
malnutrition deaths. “They have never voted in their lives, either in Chhindwara or Betul. 
Anyone who lives in any place for more than six months is eligible to vote there. The 
Collector has not produced any electoral list that has their names on it,” he said. 

Collector R.P, Mishra said the tribals were being exploited. SJP’s Fagram is a candidate from 
the seat. 

“A report has been submitted to the Election Commission by its observer Sushil Kumar. No 
such village exists. It is a forest area, 13 km from Rampur Bhatoli panchayat. I visited the 
area with two divisional forests officers on April 6 and we found only 10 people there. They 
are actually from Haldumatia in Chhindwara which is 3 km from there,” Mr. Mishra told The 
Hindu . 

A separate enquiry for deforestation in the area would be conducted, he added. Mr. Garhwal 
claimed that when the Collector visited the area, the tribals had gone to collect mahua. It is 
now mahua harvest season, an important tradition for adivasis, in Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Odisha and Maharashtra. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tribals-of-danwakheda-forest-in-mp-
demand-voting-rights/article5903463.ece 

Delhi Election Office censures AAP for 
protesting outside BJP headquarters 
Censuring the protest of the Aam Aadmi Party that took place outside the Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s headquarters on March 5, the Delhi Election Commission has cautioned the AAP “to 
refrain from any such irresponsible and unlawful act”. 

Delhi Chief Electoral Officer on Friday said that the censure order follows a detailed review 
of the events. “The reply given the AAP was not found to be satisfactory,” he said. 

The order issued by the New Delhi District Election Officer Ameya Abhyankar states “the 
conduct of the Aam Aadmi Party for organising unlawful assembly in contravention to the 
model code of conduct is hereby censured. The AAP has been cautioned to take enough care 
not to indulge in activities that vitiate the political harmony and to scrupulously follow all the 
instructions of Election Commission of India…” 

On March 5, soon after news about AAP convener Arvind Kejriwal’s brief detention in 
Gujarat broke, his party men including several Delhi MLAs and candidates for the Lok Sabha 
elections gathered outside the BJP headquarters. Accusing Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra 
Modi of trying to suppress dissent and criticism, they tried to barge in and raised slogans 
against him and his party. On the same day, the ECI had announced the schedule for the 
general elections and the Model Code of Conduct had come into force. 

The order notes that “no justification was found in AAP’s argument that it was not a political 
rally to garner votes for the party or any candidate” and “such incidents are of grave concern 
and have the potential not only to vitiate the entire political atmosphere all over the country 
but also set wrong precedents, if they remain unchecked”. 



Noting that permission was required before a protest was organised, the order also states that 
“the possibility of this incident being pre-planned and organised cannot be ruled out”. 

Cautions the party to refrain from any such irresponsible act 

More In: NEW DELHI | NATIONAL 
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Tribal voters chase police officers 
They protest against manhandling of a tribal person by the police 

 

Mob fury:Tribal voters chasing police officials at Tadihatnoor in Narnoor mandal of Adilabad district 

on Friday. -PHOTO: BY ARRANGEMENT  

Tribal voters chasing police officers out of a polling station and boycott by voters in another 
village were the two incidents which marred the final phase of MPTC and ZPTC election in 
Adilabad, which, otherwise, remained peaceful on Friday. About 80 per cent of the voters 
exercised their franchise, according to initial estimates. 

About 500 angry Gond voters, including women from polling station number 35, 36 and 37 at 
Tadihatnoor village in Narnoor mandal, protested the way Koutala Sub-Inspector Prasad and 
Utnoor Circle Inspector Sadanandam treated a voter for supplying water sachets to them. 
Arguments led to the voters chasing away the police officers out of the polling station and the 
proceedings resuming after SO Gajarao Bhupal pacified the voters. 

Over 300 voters belonging to Pippalgaon village of Kamta gram panchayat in Jainad mandal 
boycotted polling, protesting the negligence in laying a road connecting their village to the 
gram panchayat headquarters. 

Though election authorities tried to pacify them, they did not relent. 

Polling peaceful in Nizamabad 

Nizamabad Staff Reporter adds: The second phase of polling in the local body elections in 18 
ZPTC and 285 MPTCs spread over five Assembly constituencies went off peacefully on 
Friday from 7 a.m. in the morning to 5 p.m. in the evening. 

No untoward incidents were reported from any part of the area which went to the polls and no 
re-polling was recommended in any polling station. 



As per the tentative reports over 75 per cent polling was recorded and by 3 p.m. it was 67.78 
per cent. 

The poll percentage is likely to increase after compilation of the figures coming from all 
parts, according to official sources. 

Re-polling in MPTC polls 

Medak Staff Reporter adds: The State Election Commission (SEC) has ordered re-polling in 
MPTC elections in one polling station under Veldurthi panchayat limits in Medak district as 
there was a printing error on ballot papers. The re-polling would be held on April 13. 

Reacting to the printing errors in the MPTC and ZPTC elections, Collector and District 
Election Officer Smita Sabharwal suspended 11 officers. 

On the other hand, elections to 22 ZPTCs and 329 MPTCs in addition to polling station 
number 43 in Kashipur were held peacefully. Polling commenced in the morning and voters 
preferred to vote mostly in the morning session. 

Some came in the afternoon after 4 p.m. to participate in the polling. 

More In: ANDHRA PRADESH | NATIONAL 
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officers/article5903757.ece 

Kutti villagers boycott polls 
Villagers of Kutti hamlet of Rangilisingi panchayat in Dumbriguda mandal boycotted the 
ZPTC elections on Friday in protest against the lack of basic amenities in the village. The 
tribal people gave a letter to the Returning Officer of Dumbriguda on April 9 announcing 
their decision to boycott the MPTC/ZPTC/general elections as the successive governments 
had failed to provide basic amenities in the hamlet, which has a population of 250. 

Viniyogadarula Hakkula Parirakshana Sangham president V. Dharmayya said: “We have laid 
a kutcha road from Rangilisingi to Kutti for about 2 km with our ‘shramdaan’. We have no 
bus facility, no protected drinking water supply and have to fetch water from a distance of 
about 1 km. We have not been given pattas for our lands and do not have education and 
medical facilities.” “Following our representation, the ITDA PO sent the APO last month, but 
there is no clarity on what is being done,” said Mr. Dharmayya. The RO said welfare 
schemes would be implemented under the ‘Adarsh village’ programme. 

Protests continue at Pallichal, 
Kattayikkonam on poll day : 1 1 April 



 

The Hindu NO TO QUARRYING: Several residents of Pallichal grama panchayat said they did not cast 

their votes as a mark of protest against the continuing quarrying on Mookunnimala in 

Thiruvananthapuram. Photo: S. Gopakumar  
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Boards and posters had come up nearly a month ago, warning politicians to stay away from 
homes in Pallichal grama panchayat, where the residents were on a protest against the 
quarrying activity on the Mookunnimala hills. On Thursday, when the State went to vote, it 
was a mixed pot of expressions in the panchayat.  

While several voters, mostly members of the protest council and their family members, said 
they did not, and would not, cast their votes, they did not prevent anyone from exercising 
their right to vote. The rest of the public too, did not seem too enthusiastic about voting. 
Many said they wanted to go for the NOTA option, others said they would vote, but their 
preferences would remain secret, and at the same time, express their anger over the unabated 
razing down of the hills.  

The public in the panchayat had taken to the streets several times this year, with the latest 
protest being on April 2, when they staged a sit-in before the Pallichal panchayat office, 
demanding the revocation of renewed licences given to quarrying units.  

Manoj, one of the protesters, said the protest council had organised a trip for the children of 
the panchayat to the hills on Wednesday, to ‘give them a glimpse of what the hills looked 
like’ before they vanished forever. However, a few miscreants tried to create trouble there, 
they said, allegedly with the tacit support of a few political quarters. The protest, however, 
would continue, they asserted.  

Master plan issue  



At Kattayikkonam, meanwhile, the residents, who had all along threatened to boycott the 
polls, lined up in front of the polling booths on Thursday. Once they finished voting, they 
were back at the protest venue, a makeshift tent erected beside the Kazhakuttam-
Venjaramoodu bypass. In front of the venue is a picture of a smiling donkey, with a caption 
likening it to the smile of politicians during election season. The protest here, now in its 
fourth phase, was expected to fizzle out after the government order in February announcing 
the freezing of the Draft Master Plan 2031, which had marked for acquisition residential plots 
in these areas. The residents here see the temporary withdrawal of the master plan as an 
election plan, a perception which made them continue the protests. 

“All of us had decided together that we will boycott the elections. The different political 
parties were apprehensive of campaigning here owing to our strong stand. But two days ago, 
we had a meeting in which we decided to vote according to our conscience,” says Suresh 
Sasthavattom of the Kattayikkonam Janakeeya Samara Samithi. 

Even in neighbouring Attipra, which witnessed protests against the master plan, the issue got 
sidelined once the elections got closer. “One of the major political parties tried to cash in on 
the issue, but it did not work out as they expected, as the public saw through this ploy,” said 
K. Mohanan, a resident of the area.  

Keywords: Pallichal grama panchayat, Mookunnimala hills, Lok Sabha polls 2014, Lok 
Sabha elections 2014 
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Pondy varsity students stage protest over 
mistaken identity 
India   
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Several students of Pondicherry University barged into the Executive Committee Hall on 
Thursday, demanding that the Vice Chancellor meet them and explain why a student wrongly 
accused of entering the women’s hostel was punished.  

One of the students said the problem started on Sunday, when S. Radhakrishnan of the Tamil 
Department was allegedly detained by the security department for more than 24 hours and 
accused of entering the girls’ hostel and harassing the students there last Thursday, throwing 
chilli powder on one of them.  

An unidentified person, masking his face with a handkerchief, had attempted that day to enter 
the girls’ hostel from the bushes behind.  

He threw chilli powder on the face of the person who tried to stop him. The authorities have 
been investigating the case ever since, sources said.  

On Sunday afternoon, Radhakrishnan was allegedly detained by security personnel, beaten 
and forced to confess to having harassed the girl students behind the hostel, a source said.  

The student was cleared of all charges when CCTV footage revealed that he had been in the 
library at the time of the incident, the source said.  



Radhakrishnan said he was beaten by security officers and asked to confess to having entered 
the girls’ hostel and thrown chilli powder on one of the students.  

When he refused, they kept begging him to confess and did not give him food until he did. He 
was taken into the security office around noon Sunday and released on Monday night, he 
said.  

On Thursday, the students of various hostels assembled to stage a protest outside the 
administrative block.  

When Vice-Chancellor Chandra Krishnamurthy did not meet them, they barged into the EC 
Hall, where a tender meeting was going on.  

Keywords: Pondicherry University, S. Radhakrishnan, Tamil Department, students protest 
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They protested while the rest voted 
Residents of Cherai are demanding a bridge 

 

Women protesting in an estuary at Cherai in Pallippuram panchayat, demanding a bridge.— Photo: 

by Special Arrangement  

: Right to cast vote may be the biggest democratic right. But Bhaimi Karthikeyan and 
Magathy shunned that for a more important fundamental right of free movement when the 
rest of the State turned up at polling booths to elect a new set of lawmakers on Thursday. 

Rather than proudly flashing their inked index finger, these septuagenarians chose to stand 
hip-deep in water, holding aloft a banner asking for a bridge that has been their longstanding 
demand for more than three decades. 

They were among the 500-odd women who choose to take their protest into the muddy 
waters of an estuary between convent beach and Cherai in Pallippuram panchayat a good two 
hours before the first vote was cast at 7 a.m. With their demand for a bridge between ward 23 
and ward 1 of the panchayat falling on deaf ears, 1,300-odd families at convent beach 
decided to boycott the poll to draw attention to their plight. 

While their demand had gone unnoticed all these years, their protest in the water didn’t. By 
around 10 a.m. when their protest was into its fifth hour, the police and the Central force 
forced them out of the water. Unrelenting, the women along with their children continued 
their protest in a tent erected on the banks for the entire length of the polling. 



Their misery worsened last month when the sole ferry service had to be shelved with no one 
coming forward to operate it. Now, they have to depend on a bumpy bus ride on a more than 
three kilometre stretch to Cherai junction, which is actually just 60 metres away across the 
water. 

“To make matters worse, the bus operates very few trips, leaving us to the mercy of 
autorickshaw drivers who charge upward of Rs. 80. How can we shell out Rs. 80 to buy 
ration worth Rs. 10 from a shop just across the water. How we can send our children to 
school when the new academic year begins this June or take some to a hospital in case of an 
emergency,” said Daisy Johnson, member of a people’s protest committee campaigning for 
the bridge. 

She said successive governments and local panchayat administrations turned a blind eye to 
their hardships despite people willing to surrender land. Funds allocated for the project in the 
past had lapses, she alleged. 

The committee had laid siege to the State highway at Cherai earlier this month and is now 
planning to lay siege to the panchayat office. 

“Our next visit to polling booths will be only through that bridge. Till then voting can wait,” 
Ms. Johnson said. 
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Students stage protest over mistaken 
identity 
Several students of Pondicherry University barged into the Executive Committee Hall on 
Thursday, demanding that the Vice-Chancellor meet them and explain why a student, 
wrongly accused of entering the women’s hostel, was punished. 

One of the students said the problem started on Sunday, when S. Radhakrishnan of the Tamil 
Department was allegedly detained by the Security Department for more than 24 hours and 
charged with entering the girls’ hostel and harassing students there last Thursday, throwing 
chilli powder on one of them. 

An unidentified person, masking his face with a handkerchief, had allegedly attempted that 
day to enter the girls’ hostel from the bushes behind. He threw chilli powder on the face of 
the person who tried to stop him. The authorities have been investigating the case ever since, 
sources said. On Sunday afternoon, Radhakrishnan was allegedly detained by security 
personnel, beaten and forced to confess to having harassed the girl students behind the hostel, 
a source said. The student was cleared of all charges when CCTV footage revealed that he 
had been in the library at the time of the incident, the source said. 

Radhakrishnan said he was beaten by security officers and asked to confess to having entered 
the girls’ hostel. As for the charge of harassment, the university was awaiting official report 
from disciplinary committee. 
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DUSU office sealed; ABVP to launch 

protest  
Delhi  

  

Angry members of the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad have vowed to carry out a series 
of protests against the Delhi University administration for refusing to open up the students’ 
union office. It was sealed by the university administration after two incidents of vandalism 
and assault by a DUSU member was reported from the North Campus.  

“The attitude and action of the university officials is responsible for such harsh behaviour by 
students because the university has closed all modes of dialogue and discussions on students’ 
grievances. It is shameful that the university has sealed the DUSU office immediately after 
this incident as if all the office-bearers are involved in such acts. These tactics of the DU 
administration to suppress the students’ movement will be dealt with properly by the 
students,” said DUSU president Aman Awana.  

He added: “ Undemocratic actions of the DU officials in the past are the real reasons behind 
such incidents. The DUSU and the ABVP will not tolerate dictatorship of the DU 
administration and we will continue our struggle against the four-year undergraduate 
programme. We will soon announce our future protests against FYUP.” 

Keywords: Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad, ABVP protest, DUSU office, students’ union 
office, Delhi University 
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AAP members stage protest 
The district unit of the Aam Aadmi Party staged a silent protest on Wednesday condemning 
the recent incidents of violence against the party founder Arvind Kejriwal during election 
campaign. 

The party members assembled in their office and sat outside. 

In a press release issued here, the party said that it would not be deterred from its campaign 
against corruption by such acts. 

In Tirupur, the party members, including the candidate for Tirupur Lok Sabha constituency, 
sat alongside the P.N. Road as part of the agitation. 
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Villagers protest 
Residents of Uttaravanipet near Villianur raised black flags across their village on 
Wednesday and said that they would boycott the Lok Sabha polls. 

According to a villager, even though 350 Dalit families in the village were promised pattas 
for land, they had not received anything. - Staff Reporter 

More In: TAMIL NADU  | NATIONAL  
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Ban on purse seine nets triggers row 
between two fishing hamlets 
Ban on the use of purse seine nets has triggered a row between two fishing hamlets in the 
district. 

After the Sri Lankan fishermen objected to the use of the purse-seine and the minnow seine 
nets by their Indian counterparts during the first round of bilateral talks, the Akkarapettai 
fishing panchayat, as the head of all 64 hamlets of Nagapattinam and Karaikal, had banned 
the nets. It had also forbidden the landing or sale of the catch hauled with the banned nets at 
the Nagapattinam fishing harbour. 

This move, however, has triggered protests in Nambiyar Nagar hamlet which is the only one 
that largely uses purse seines and minnow seines. 

Speaking to The Hindu , Thiruvaraiselvan, panchayatar of Akkarapettai, said the move was to 
protect the interests of fishing community that included small fisherfolks. “We have already 
asked the government for a timeframe to phase out the use of purse seines. However, until 
such time, fisherfolk who have invested in crores on these nets, can fish and sell their catch 
elsewhere but not in the harbour.” 

According to Joint Director of Fisheries Subburaj, the use of banned nets is a violation and 
the boycott from within the community is a welcome move. 

 

••••  Akkarapettai fishing panchayat has banned the nets after Sri Lankan fishermen raised 
objection 

••••  Nambiyar Nagar hamlet is the only one that largely uses purse seines and minnow 
seines 
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Rebels may spoil parties’ plans 



Nalgonda Telugu Desam office ransacked; R. Krishnaiah’s vehicle damaged 

 

Supporters of TDP leader Kancharla Bhupal Reddy, aspirant for Nalgonda Assembly ticket, ransacked 

the party office in Nalgonda on Wednesday.- Photo: Singam Venkataramana  

: Major political parties are likely to face serious trouble if the spate of nomination papers 
filed by disgruntled leaders in several segments in Telangana on Wednesday is any 
indication. 

Reports from all the 10 districts in the region suggest that rebels belonging to the Congress, 
TDP, BJP, TRS and even YSRC had entered the fray in many constituencies. Protesting 
denial of tickets and party leadership succumbing to pressure, these leaders decided to jump 
into the poll fray. Rebel threat was visible in Adilabad, Medak, Nizamabad, Karimnagar, 
Warangal, Nalgonda and Khammam districts. 

Although the scrutiny of papers would take place on Thursday and April 12 being the last day 
for withdrawal of nominations, it is to be seen as to how the party leaderships would pacify 
the rebels. Among the Congress rebels, sitting MLA from Pinapaka Rega Kantha Rao and 
Balu Naik (Devarakonda) filed their papers protesting the allotment of seats to CPI. 

Senior Congress leaders such as C. Ramachandra Reddy (Adilabad) and P. Sashidhar Reddy 
(Medak) filed the papers. Interestingly, Congress leaders – A. Indrakaran Reddy (Nirmal) and 
Koneru Konappa – decided to enter the fray as BSP candidates after they were denied ticket 
by the Congress. Palvai Shravanthi, daughter of Rajya Sabha member Palvai Goverdhan 
Reddy, filed her papers from Munugode although the seat was given to CPI. Congress rebels 
filed the papers in Palair, Pinapaka, Dubbak, Miryalaguda, Patancheru, Zaheerabad, 
Peddapalli, Vemulawada, Huzurabad, Bhongir, Narsampet and Jukkal 

TRS also faced the trouble with two partymen filing papers against K. Chandrasekhar Rao in 
Medak LS and Gajwel Assembly segment. Parkal MLA Bhikshapati, who failed to get re-
nomination, entered the fray as an Independent. The party found rebels filing their papers in 
Dubbak, Patancheru, Manthani and Ramagundam. 

The alliance between TDP and BJP proved counter-productive as BJP leaders protesting 
allotment of seats to TDP entered the fray in Patancheru, Andole, Zaheerabad, Balkonda, 
Bodhan, Nizamabad urban, Ramagundam, Karimnagar and Korutla. 

TDP suffered a setback as its MLA from Yellendu, Vooke Abbaiah, switched sides and filed 
papers as TRS candidate. TDP leader K. Bhupal Reddy angry over the Nalgonda Assembly 
seat being allotted to BJP filed the papers as a rebel. His supporters ransacked the district 
party office. YSRC too faced the rebel blues as Yedavalli Krishna, a strong aspirant for the 
ticket from Kothagudem, entered the fray after the seat was given to former Congress 
Minister Vanama Venkateswara Rao. 

NALGONDA Staff Reporter adds: Miffed over TDP leadership’s decision to allot Nalgonda 
Assembly segment to BJP, the followers of Kancharla Bhupal Reddy, aspirant for the 
Assembly seat and in-charge of constituency, ransacked the party office here on Wednesday. 
Since April 6, the day TDP and BJP had announced pre-poll alliance, Mr. Bhupal Reddy has 
intensely lobbied with TDP president using his closeness with actor Nandamuri Balakrishna 
and party senior leader Alimineti Umamadhava Reddy, but that yielded no results as TDP 
allotted the seat to BJP. 



Convoy attacked 

Hyderabad Special Correspondent adds: The vehicle of Telugu Desam nominee from L.B. 
Nagar Assembly constituency, R. Krishnaiah, was attacked allegedly by activists of TDPrebel 
candidate Sama Ranga Reddy at Kothapet in Saroornagar on Wednesday. 

Accompanied by his supporters, Mr. Krishnaiah started in a convoy from his residence at 
Vidyanagar and was heading for Kothapet to file nomination when a group of persons threw 
stones on his car around 1.30 p.m. Even as the convoy came to a halt, some more persons 
hurled tender coconuts breaking windscreen of the vehicle, the Saroornagar Inspector Naveen 
Reddy said. On learning about the incident, police rushed to the spot and dispersed the mob. 
“They belonged to Telugu Desam rebel candidate Sama Ranga Reddy. We mentioned it in 
our complaint,” Krishnaiah’s supporter Mallesh told reporters. He charged that the mob tried 
to snatch nomination papers from one of them. 
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Clash between supporters of Nama and 
MLC  
Internal bickering in the district TDP deepened with the supporters of MLC Balasani 
Lakshminarayana clashing with the followers of the party’s sitting MP from Khammam, 
Nama Nageswara Rao, here on Wednesday. 

Nama taken to task 

The denial of party ticket to Mr Lakshminarayana, considered a staunch follower of 
Khammam sitting MLA Tummala Nageswara Rao, from Kothagudem Assembly seat, 
triggered protests by his supporters. 

The irate followers of Mr Lakshminarayana took Mr Nageswara Rao to task blaming the 
latter for the purported raw deal meted out to their leader of Backward Classes. 

Mr Nama faced a bitter experience when he reached the house of Mr Lakshminarayana here 
to invite the latter for the rally planned by his supporters as a prelude to filing of nomination 
for Khammam Lok Sabha seat. 

On noticing Mr Nama, the supporters of Mr Lakshminarayana shouted slogans against him. 
They alleged that the party high command replaced the name of Mr Lakshminarayana with 
Mr Koneru Satyanarayana for Kothagudem Assembly seat at the behest of Mr Nama. 

Tension 

The situation turned tense when the supporters of Mr Lakshminarayana and Mr Nama jostled 
with each other. Mr Nama returned after spending a few minutes at Mr Lakshminarayana’s 
house. Mr Lakshminarayana reportedly avoided meeting him despite being present at home. 
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Dandiganahalli residents urged to boycott 
elections 
The Kachenahalli Lift Irrigation Struggle Committee has called upon residents of 48 villages 
in Dandiganahalli hobli, Channarayapatna taluk, to boycott the Lok Sabha elections, as a 
protest against the delay in completing the lift irrigation project. 

Laid in 1993 

The foundation stone for the project was laid in 1993. 

Committee convener U.T. Ajje Gowda and secretary B.K. Shivarudrappa said in a press 
conference in Hassan on Wednesday that 17,000 voters of 48 villages in the hobli would have 
got water had the project was completed. 

“Deve Gowda and his children are responsible for the inordinate delay, only because the 
project was sanctioned by Deve Gowda’s political rival G. Puttaswamy Gowda,” he said. 

3,500 members 

Mr. Ajje Gowda said the committee has over 3,500 members across the hobli. All of them 
would boycott the election. “We are appealing to the people to support the committee by 
boycotting the election,” he said. 

He added that the project got the required funds only during the rule of the Congress and the 
BJP. 

“The committee did not consider opposing any political party in the election as such a move 
might cause rifts among villagers. We are giving a call for boycotting the election to draw the 
attention of political parties to the long-pending project,” he said 
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Protest against erratic water supply 
CPI functionaries staged a dharna with empty plastic pitchers in front of the Kadapa 
Municipal Corporation office on Wednesday, deploring the erratic drinking water supply in 
Kattakinda Dalitawada in Saipet here. 

Low water pressure 

CPI city secretary G. Chandra and leaders K.C. Badullah, G. Venugopal, Basheerunnisa and 
others said the people of the Dalitawada had to draw water by fitting hand pumps to water 
taps due to the low pressure of water supplied for about an hour on alternate days. 

Mr. G. Chandra urged municipal commissioner Obulesu to resolve the issue. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-andhrapradesh/protest-against-erratic-

water-supply/article5894530.ece 

Rebels attack TDP candidate Krishnaiah 



R. Krishnaiah, who is considered the Telugu Desam Party’s candidate for the chief minister’s 
post in Telangana, was injured when supporters of a party rebel attacked him at Saroornagar 
on the outskirts of Hyderabad on Wednesday. 

Mr. Krishnaiah, the TDP candidate for L.B. Nagar assembly seat, was attacked when he was 
going to file his nomination. The attackers damaged his car. The police managed to rescue 
him and chased away the assailants. 

A leader of the backward classes, he recently joined the TDP, which has promised to make a 
backward class leader the chief minister if the party comes to power in Telangana. 

The TDP’s alliance with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has led to resentment in certain 
sections of the party with protests outside the residence of TDP chief N. Chandrababu Naidu 
by those opposing the alliance. The TDP activists are unhappy with the leadership for leaving 
several seats considered their stronghold for the BJP. 

Meanwhile, supporters of two TDP leaders in Khammam district clashed over the choice of 
candidates. TDP candidate for Khammam Lok Sabha seat Nama Nageswara Rao had to face 
the ire of supporters of another district leader, Balasani. The latter alleged that Nageswara 
Rao denied him the ticket for the assembly election. 

TRS workers attack JSP candidate 

In another incident, Jai Samaikyandhra Party (JSP) candidate for the Khammam Lok Sabha 
seat Nagarjuna Rao was attacked at Madhira in Khammam district Wednesday. Mr. Rao was 
injured when Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) workers attacked his car as he was 
proceeding to file his nomination papers. 

The TRS activists threatened to kill the JSP leader, saying a political party from Andhra has 
no place in Telangana. 

JSP was floated last month by former chief minister N. Kiran Kumar Reddy, who quit his 
post and the Congress to protest the bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh. 

In Nalgonda also, the TDP office was ransacked by supporters of leaders who were denied 
tickets. 

Keywords: R. Krishnaiah, TDP, Andhra Pradesh Assembly elections, attack on 
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Karbala protesters detained near Ghazipur 



 

THE HINDU The police stop protesters at the Delhi-UP border on Tuesday. Photo: S. Subramanium  
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Traffic was also thrown out of gear on NH-24 from 11 a.m. till late night as 

the police had erected barricades to stop the protesters from entering 

Delhi. 

A large number of people protesting on the Karbala land issue were on Tuesday stopped at 
the Delhi-U.P. border near Ghazipur on National Highway 24 while trying to march towards 
the Capital.  

Traffic was also thrown out of gear on NH-24 from 11 a.m. till late night as the police had 
erected barricades to stop the protesters from entering Delhi. Commuters who took this route 
were stuck in traffic for hours and many were forced to take alternative routes to travel across 
the border from either side.  

After the Delhi High Court’s decision to impose a ban on protests related to the Karbala 
issue, the protesters inspired by Mahatma Gandhi’s Dandi March had decided to organise a 
peace march from Ghaziabad to Delhi. They were, however, stopped at the border by the 
Delhi Police and were taken to the Mandawali police station as a preventive measure.  

The protesters, who came in different groups to Ghaziabad, had gathered at the Vaishali 
metro station from 11 a.m. They started the march towards Delhi at 3-30 p.m. after Shia 
leader Maulana Kalbe Jawad joined them there. 

The march that started more than three hours after its scheduled time was conducted 
peacefully in the presence of a large number of Uttar Pradesh police personnel, who escorted 
them till the border on the condition that the protesters along with Maulana Kalbe Jawad 
agreed for peaceful detention upon reaching there. 
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Five Haryana villages may boycott elections 
  

Even as the curtains were drawn on campaigning for the upcoming Lok Sabha elections in 
Haryana slated for April 10 on Tuesday, the residents of five villages whose several hundred 
acres were acquired for setting up of a Special Economic Zone by Reliance India Limited are 
yet to make up their mind on whether to exercise their franchise or not. 

While one of the villages, Gadoli Khurd, has largely decided to boycott the election as a mark 
of protest, the remaining four want to exercise their right to vote.  

Over 1,300-acre belonging to five villages--Gharoli Khurd, Harsaru, Mohammadpur, 
Khandsa and Narsinghpur—was acquired by the Haryana Government in 2006 for setting up 
SEZ and handed over to Reliance.  

Though several hundred families across the five villages were affected due to land 
acquisition, Ghadoli Khurd bore the brunt with the RIL building over seven-foot wall around 
the village cutting it off from the neighbouring villages. “The process of land acquisition was 
initiated by the Chautala government and completed by the Hooda government. So who 
should we vote for? We cannot even vote for BJP’s Rao Inderjit Singh, who was in the 
Congress till weeks before the election and did nothing to help us while being our MP. And 
voting for AAP is sheer wastage. We have, therefore, decided at a panchayat meeting to 
boycott the election,” said Kamal Singh, whose 38 acres were acquired. 

Gharoli Khurd-resident Ram Kumar, a former panchayat member, said the land acquisition 
has rendered many jobless. “Neither did we get enough compensation nor the promised jobs. 
Our village is worst affected with a boundary wall around it and foul-smelling drains flowing 
on both sides.” 

Keywords: Lok Sabha elections 2014, Haryana elections, Haryana villages poll boycott 
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Protests over denial of ticket rock parties  



 
Medak district Telangana Rashtra Samithi secretary Jinka Venkatesham Mudiraj, created a 
stir threatening to commit suicide by climbing on to a tree top in front of the party office, 
after he was denied an Assembly ticket in Hyderabad on Tuesday. Photo: Special 
Arrangement  
TOPICS 
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High drama ensued on Tuesday with disgruntled leaders and supporters turning the heat on 
the party offices here after failing to the find their names in the candidates’ list. 

Tense moments were witnessed at the Telangana Bhavan (TRS headquarters), Gandhi 
Bhavan (TPCC head office), TDP chief N. Chandrababu Naidu’s residence and TPCC 
president Ponnala Lakshmaiah’s house in the Ministers’ Quarters. 

‘Women ignored’  

While some protesters climbed trees at the TRS office, irate TDP supporters tried to force 
their way into Mr. Naidu’s residence. Protesters led by AP Mahila Congress president Akula 
Lalitha staged a sit-in at the TPCC office at Gandhi Bhavan. “The Congress has insulted 
women by ignoring their claims. As the Mahila Congress chief, I was ignored,” Ms. Lalitha 
said.  

If former Minister P. Shankar Rao alleged that senior leaders were selling party ticket, ex-
MLA P. Sashidhar Reddy went a step further by filing his nomination papers from the Medak 
Assembly constituency protesting against the allotment of ticket to Ms. Vijayashanti. 

At Telangana Bhavan, a TRS worker Srisailam from the Narsapur Assembly constituency in 
Medak district created a flutter by scaling a tree in front of the party office protesting 



allotment of ticket to Ch. Madan Reddy who had lost the election twice. The worker was later 
handed over to the police. Supporters of TRS in-charge for Goshamahal constituency Pradeep 
protested in front of Telangana Bhavan against denial of ticket.  

The TDP continues to face rumblings over the choice of candidates with supporters of 
Kondangal MLA A. Revanth Reddy staging a protest near Mr. Naidu’s house demanding that 
he be fielded from the Malkajgiri Lok Sabha constituency.  

Keywords: Lok Sabha elections 2014, seat distribution drama, Telangana 
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Kejriwal attacked again on campaign trail 

 

A TV grab shows Lali, an autorickshaw driver, slapping AAP convener Arvind Kejriwal during a 

roadshow in New Delhi on Tuesday.– PHOTO: PTI  

Four days after he was punched by a man during a road show in South Delhi, Aam Aadmi 
Party convener Arvind Kejriwal was slapped on Tuesday in the Sultanpuri area of North-
West Delhi while campaigning for the party’s candidate Rakhi Birla. 

The attacker, Lali, an auto-rickshaw driver, first garlanded Mr. Kejriwal and then slapped 
him on the face, following which he was beaten up by AAP supporters. The assault left Mr. 
Kejriwal with a swollen eye but he sought no action against Lali, who later said he was angry 
with the AAP leader for not fulfilling the promises made to auto drivers in Delhi. 

The second attack on Mr. Kejriwal within a week has triggered a political debate. While the 
Bharatiya Janata Party has termed the attacked “a scripted one” to generate support for the 
party, the Congress described it as an “expression of anger” by the people of Delhi as the 
AAP government had “cheated” them. Both the parties disapproved of the assault on the 
AAP leader. Mr. Kejriwal claimed the attacks were being planned by his political opponents. 
“I do not understand why some people resort to violence for becoming the prime minister. If 
you think that by attacking us you will keep us quiet, then you are wrong. We will fight this 
battle till the last breath,” he said. 

Reacting to the allegation by opposition parties that the attack was a manifestation of 
people’s anger against the AAP, Mr. Kejriwal said: “It has been reported that those who 
attacked me were angry at promises not being fulfilled (by the AAP). But I was attacked in 
Haryana, Gujarat and Varanasi. We were not in government there.” 

The former Delhi Chief Minister again refused to take any security and left for Raj Ghat to 
pray at the samadhi of Mahatma Gandhi. 



His party members, meanwhile, alleged a conspiracy by the opposition parties to erode the 
support base of Mr. Kejriwal. They said they saw a pattern in the attack on their leader as 
Abdul Wahid, the man who attacked Mr. Kejriwal on Friday, belonged to the Muslim 
community which is warming up to the party, while Lali belonged to the auto-rickshaw 
fraternity which had overwhelmingly backed the AAP in the Delhi Assembly polls last year. 

“If the voters are angry over corruption, inflation and poor governance, the target should be 
the party in power at the Centre,” said AAP spokesperson Dilip Pandey. “Also it is worth 
taking cognisance that Lali was wearing the signature AAP cap to convey a message that the 
party’s rank and file are also disenchanted,” he added. 

Mr. Kejriwal has been attacked a number of times in the past. On March 28, he was attacked 
by a man who claimed to be a supporter of Anna Hazare during his election rally in Haryana. 
In Varanasi last week, protesters threw ink on him and a number of other AAP leaders during 
a road show. 
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Tension at Uthapuram as police outpost 
comes under attack 
 

Tamil Nadu  

Madurai   

Policewoman injured; tahsildar’s vehicle attacked  

Tension prevailed at Uthapuram, a village near Usilampatti, where some caste Hindus 
allegedly pelted a police outpost with stones, protesting revenue and police officials 
conducting a meeting to allocate time for Dalits to offer prayers in a village temple on 
Monday. 

A large posse of police has been deployed in the village, where the district administration in 
2008 demolished a “wall of untouchability” that divided the Dalit habitations from the caste 
Hindu residential area. 

The Dalits had represented to the Madurai District Police that they wanted to offer prayers at 
the Muthalamman temple, when the caste Hindus planned for a three-day ‘Panguni’ 
celebration between April 8 and 10. Following this, Usilampatti Revenue Divisional Officer 
M. Duraipandian and Usilampatti Deputy Superintendent of Police Saravanankumar held a 
meeting at the police outpost. “We wanted to know the time at which the Dalits wanted to 
offer prayers. The meeting was held as the High Court in 2012 ordered that the Dalits be 
allowed to enter the temple,” the RDO told The Hindu.  

Even as the talks were going on, scores of Caste Hindus gathered near the temple around 1.30 
p.m. “They shouted slogans against allowing the Dalits into the temple. Suddenly, a few 
stones were hurled at the outpost,” the RDO said. A woman constable was injured, and the 
windshield of the official vehicle of the Perayur Tahsildar was smashed. 

One of the Dalit leaders, K. Ponnaiah, claimed that the caste Hindus had threatened their 
representatives, Sankaralingam and Nagamani, of dire consequences. “The DSP pacified our 
people, hence we kept quiet.”  



However, people from both sides started hurling stones at each other, the police said. 

Under control  

Superintendent of Police Vijayendra Bidari, who rushed to Uthapuram, said the situation was 
under control. The constable sustained a minor injury, he said. A case would be registered 
against the accused.  

The Dalits entered the temple in 2011 with police protection, after a long-drawn peace 
process initiated by the then Superintendent of Police, Asra Garg, and leaders of both 
communities.  
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Parents stage protest 
: Scores of parents who had applied for admission for their children under the RTE quota in 
private unaided schools staged a protest at the Block Education Office South 3 range here on 
Monday as several schools had refused to admit students, claiming to be minority schools. 

A parent said managements of several schools in south Bangalore had left parents in the lurch 
by denying seats to those from underprivileged backgrounds. M. Munireddy BEO South 3 
said he had issued a notice to around ten schools in his jurisdiction. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/parents-stage-
protest/article5885172.ece 

Activists take out march 
Social activists, under the banner of Jana Jagratha Samithy, took out a police station march at 
Eloor on Monday protesting against the continuing fish kill in Periyar. 

– Special Correspondent 

Kerala 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/activists-take-out-
march/article5885493.ece 

 

Poll alliance: BJP, TDP face dissent 
BJP workers ransack party office, two functionaries quit; Naidu feels the 

heat 

A day after the announcement of the alliance between BJP and TDP, protests over seat-
sharing threaten to snowball into a major headache for the leadership of both parties in the 
Telangana and Seemandhra regions. 



Scores of angry BJP activists from Zaheerabad damaged chairs at the party’s State 
headquarters here on Monday, demanding that the local Lok Sabha seat be given to the party. 
Supporters of former MLA S. Venkateswara Rao from Nalgonda staged a protest at the party 
office and some of the protestors were taken into custody after they climbed atop the 
building. 

Presidents of the BJP’s Ranga Reddy urban and rural units, Meesala Chandraiah and 
Anjankumar Goud, resigned from their posts demanding the allotment of either Chevella or 
Malkajgiri parliamentary seat to the party. 

Maintaining that gross injustice had been done to BJP in Ranga Reddy district, they 
threatened to field rebel candidates if their demands were not conceded. They said seats like 
Parigi and Vikarabad were allotted to BJP after the party’s sitting MLAs defected to the TRS. 

Mr. Chandraiah faulted the party leadership for deciding to field candidates from the Brahmin 
community from the Uppal and Malkajgiri Assembly constituencies and wanted one of them 
to be replaced by a BC nominee. 

In Karimnagar, district unit president M. Arjun Rao demanded that the Pedapalli Assembly 
seat be given to BJP as the party State vice-president G. Ramakrishna Reddy had already 
filed nomination papers. Mr. Reddy would contest as an independent if the party did not field 
him from the seat. 

Meanwhile, TDP activists from Khairatabad and Uppal staged protests in front TDP president 
N. Chandrababu Naidu’s residence over the allotment of the two seats to BJP. 

In Kakinada, the BJP activists burnt an effigy of Mr. Naidu, while TDP supporters staged a 
protest in Vijayawada over the allotment of the Vijayawada Central seat to BJP. TDP leaders 
also opposed giving Narsannapet seat in Srikakulam district to BJP. 

RELATED NEWS 

Rumblings continue in TDP April 8, 2014 
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KLU students block traffic 
 

KLU students protesting against the management on Monday.PHOTO: V. RAJU  

Students of K. L. University staged a protest on Monday following the death of a student G. 
Nanda Kumar in a road accident on April 4 and a suicide attempt by another girl, said to be a 
friend of the accident victim. The girl, also a first year engineering student, attempted suicide 
yesterday night. 

Hundreds of engineering college students of the university came on to the roads at 
Kunchanapalli centre on the Vijayawada-Guntur Highway demanding that the university 
authorities take action against the women’s hostel warden, following the student’s suicide 
attempt. 

Some students stopped the university buses at Kunchanapalli centre and squatted on the road 
causing a huge traffic jam. 



They raised slogans and demanded that college chairman Koneru Harin come to them and 
listen to their woes. 

They stopped traffic until Circle Inspector B. Hari Krishna promised to book a case against 
the warden. 

The students told The Hindu that the first year engineering student consumed Dettol mixed 
with nail polish after the warden made insulting remarks about her character with regard to 
her friendship with Nanda Kumar, who had died in the accident. The girl is in ICU of a 
private hospital here. 

They further alleged that ill-treatment of students by the faculty was not new and claimed that 
two other girls had attempted suicide in the past after they were reprimanded by the lecturers. 

Tadepalli SI D. Naresh Kumar said Nanda Kumar, who lived in a private hostel in 
Kunchanapalli, was rushing to pay his exam fee on his motorbike, when he met with an 
accident after a speeding auto-rickshaw hit him. Even before he could get up another loaded 
auto-rickshaw ran over him. The students alleged that a couple of lecturers instead of shifting 
Nanda to a hospital, were keen on taking away his ID card. 

Circle Inspector Hari Krishna said the main demands of the students included initiating action 
against the warden, putting up speed-breakers and ensuring proper street lighting on the road 
to KLU and make an ambulance available round-the-clock. 

Meanwhile, the agitating students feared victimisation from the college management. A few 
of them said that the staff members were clicking their photographs using mobile phones. 

Death of student 

in a road accident; suicide bid by another, the trigger 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/klu-students-block-traffic/article5885601.ece 

Road blocked 
Salamedu residents blocked traffic and detained a State Transport Corporation bus plying on 
the Villupuram-Thirupachanur route on Monday to protest erratic water supply. — Special 
Correspondent 
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Students stage protest at Andhra Loyola 
Institute 
Students of Andhra Loyola Institute of Engineering and Technology staged a protest in the 
college here on Monday, alleging misbehaviour by a faculty member. 

They demanded an unconditional apology from the lecturer. 

According to a final-year mechanical stream student, there have been many issues plaguing 
the students for long, and it triggered with the slapping of student by a professor during the 
annual day function on March 27. 



Since then the students have been on the warpath and have been boycotting classes and 
staging protest. 

The college management instituted a committee to sort out the issue. According to Andhra 
Loyola College Principal G.A.P. Kishore, most issues were related to disciplinary grounds 
like collecting fines from late-comers. The committee has decided to keep the disciplinary 
norms intact but will go slow on it and it was agreed upon by the students, he said. 

As far as the slapping of the student was concerned, it was sorted on that day itself, as the 
student had gone overboard in the celebration activity, said a member of the committee. 

The committee also asked the professor who allegedly misbehaved with the students to tender 
unconditional apology and it was accepted by the students. 

More In: ANDHRA PRADESH | NATIONAL 
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10 held for attempt to show black flags 
during Karunanidhi’s visit: 7 April 
Tamil Nadu  

Coimbatore  

The Coimbatore City Police took 10 persons including the Adhi Tamilar Viduthalai Munnani 
State organiser Ravi Kumar in preventive custody for attempting to show black flags during 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) leader M. Karunanidhi’s visit to the city on Saturday.  

The former Chief Minister addressed an election meeting at VOC grounds on Saturday.  

According to the police, the organisation was protesting against the DMK for not giving seats 
to candidates from the Arunthathiyar community in the Lok Sabha elections. They also 
protested against the party’s decision to grant seats to the Viduthalai Chiruthaikal Katchi 
(VCK) and Puthiya Tamizhagam, which oppose granting exclusive reservation to 
Arunthathiyar community. The arrested were released after the election meeting.  

Keywords: Coimbatore police, Karunanidhi Coimbatore visit, DMK campaigns 
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Polls peaceful in Krishna 
 

Tension at Moguluru after TDP and YSRC activists clash 

Barring stray incidents, ZPTC and MPTC Phase-I elections for Machilipatnam and 
Vijayawada divisions passed off peacefully in Krishna district on Sunday. The authorities 
said 82 per cent poll was recorded at 1,637 stations in both divisions. 

Voters, especially women, turned up in large numbers to vote, and few physically challenged 
persons were assisted by their family members to cast votes. Voters stood in serpentine 
queues at several polling stations in Kanchikacherla, Nandigama and Jaggaiahpeta. 



Mild tension  

Tension prevailed for a while at a polling station in Moguluru village of Kanchikacherla 
mandal around 12 noon, when Telugu Desam and YSRC activists clashed. Two persons, 
including YSRC Kanchikacherla mandal convenor Bandi Janakirama Rao suffered minor 
injuries in the incident. In another incident at Tallapalem in Machilipatnam, villagers entered 
into an argument with police personnel at a polling station and protested the high-handed 
behaviour of a police officer against an elderly person. In all, 48 candidates are in fray for the 
14 ZPTC posts and 774 for the 293 MPTC posts in Vijayawada division. Of the 303 MPTC 
posts, 10 were elected unanimously. In the Machilipatnam division, 51 candidates are 
contesting for the 12 ZPTC posts, and 413 candidates are in fray for the 157 MPTC posts, of 
which four have been unanimously elected.  

Keywords: Elections, peaceful, Local Body, ZPTC,  
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YSRC, TD cadre clash over ‘rigging’ 
The proceedings during the first phase of the ZPTC and MPTC polls were disrupted for 
sometime at two places in Eluru and Jangareddygudem revenue divisions on Sunday. The 
suspicion over the alleged rigging at a polling station at Dosapadu of Denduluru mandal in 
Eluru revenue division triggered a clash between the YSRC and TDP cadres, leading to 
suspension of polling for well over half an hour. 

Scared by the clash, the voters ran helter-skelter. The police chased away the clashing groups 
and helped restore the polling. Speaking to The Hindu , Collector Siddharth Jain said the 
embossing of the polling station numbers on the reverse side of ballot papers was construed 
as rigging for want of understanding. 

The polling in Jeelugumilli mandal was suspended for more than seven hours due to the 
mismatch of electoral rolls and voter slips. The reported goof-up resulted in protests at 
Darbhagudem and several other places and polling was suspended till 2 p.m. Joint Collector 
T. Baburao Naidu reportedly set the record straight. 

Negligence led to chaos 

The authorities brought the electoral rolls meant for the Assembly polls to the polling stations 
which obviously failed to tally with the voter slips, leading to an utter chaos. Mr. Siddharth 
Jain admitted that the dereliction of duties on the part of officials was the cause for the 
trouble . The polling was otherwise peaceful and incident free in West Godavari which 
recorded a polling percentage of 64.2 by 3 p.m. 

 

••••  Embossing of polling station numbers on reverse side of ballot papers construed as 
rigging for want of understanding, says collector 

••••  Polling in Jeelugumilli mandal suspended for more than seven hours due to the 
mismatch of electoral rolls and voter slips 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-andhrapradesh/ysrc-td-cadre-clash-
over-rigging/article5881367.ece 



Three Bangladeshis beaten to death in 
Tripura: 6 April 
Tension erupted at Khowai border in west Tripura after irate Indian villagers lynched three 
Bangladeshi cattle lifters on Sunday. The infiltration occurred even after the election and BSF 
officials announced the state's 856km border has been completely sealed ahead of election in 
west Tripura constituency in first phase of election slated for Monday. 

Police said residents of Gournagar under Khowai police station caught three Bangladeshis 
near border pillar 967 and lynched them to death. The villagers were on alert in view of spate 
of cattle lifting and thefts in the area. 

BSF troops were deployed in strength after Bangladeshis started crowding in Balla area of 
Bangladesh's Haviganj district to breach the border to avenge the incident. 

Border Guards, Bangladesh (BGB) officers later attended a flag meeting, but did not lodge 
protest with the BSF over the incident nor claimed bodies. "They (BGB) said they will 
enquire if any Bangladeshi entered India illegally," a police official said from Khowai adding 
this is a standard assertion of the border force whenever a Bangladeshi is detained or lynched 
by frenzy mob. 

Bangladesh online newspapers named the Bangladeshis as Siddique Ali, 55, Omar Ali, 30 
and Anwar Miah, 25.   

Keywords: Khowai border, cattle lifting in Tripura, border infiltration 
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LDF protests against blurry symbols on 
EVMs 
LDF representatives said the picture of television - ballot symbol of their 

candidate Christy Fernandez, was found unclear during a final verification 

of EVMs.  

The verification process of Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) for the Ernakulam 
constituency faced some minor disruptions on Saturday after election agents of the Left 
Democratic Front (LDF) raised protests citing the blurry symbol of their candidate on these 
machines. 

Complaint filed  

LDF representatives said the picture of television - ballot symbol of their candidate Christy 
Fernandez, was found unclear during a final verification of EVMs at various centres across 
the constituency. Following the finding, a complaint in this regard was raised with the Chief 
Electoral officer, Kerala. 

‘Raising suspicion’  



“The lines and borders of the symbol on the EVMs are not adequately visible, raising 
suspicions of attempts to mislead the voters. Based on this, we raised the issue with the State 
Election Commission and the District Collector”, they said. 

‘Invalid’  

Meanwhile, the authorities said the complaint was invalid and they completed the verification 
process by evening itself.  

“The printing on the EVMs is being done by the CEO Office and we verified the complaint 
with the authority. But the complaint was unfounded and we resumed the process based on its 
direction,” said District Collector M.G. Rajamanickam, who is also the chief returning officer 
of the constituency. 

Keywords: Electronic Voting Machines, EVMs, LDF protests, LDF 
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Demonstration 
Members of the Tamil Nadu Judicial Employees Association staged a demonstration opposite 
the District and Sessions Court here on Saturday. Chief Administrative Officer M. 
Ramasamy, who presided, said that it was in protest against the move of the High Court to 
transfer the judicial staff. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-
tamilnadu/demonstration/article5877930.ece 

 

Villagers en masse threaten to exercise 
NOTA 
Residents of Vellala Kottaiyur village in Tirumayam Assembly segment falling in the 
Sivaganga Lok Sabha seat have planned to exercise none of the above ‘NOTA’ option in 
protest against the continued neglect of their village by officials and political leaders. 
Villagers said that they have planned to exercise NOTA in the upcoming Lok Sabha polls in 
order to draw the attention of the authorities and political leaders. Their 12-point charter of 
pending demands include opening the village library constructed four-years ago, providing 
drinking water and toilet facilities at the community centre, upgrading the middle school to 
high school, clearing thick vegetation and throny bushes Vellala Kottaiyur play ground, 
sanction of sports materials, clearing encroachments in the ‘meichal’ porambokke land used 
for grazing the livestock, and repairing the road between Kottaiyur and Arputhapuram. 
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Tribesmen told to cast negative votes 



The Adivasi Vikasana Party, a tribal organisation, has urged tribesmen to cast negative votes 
in the Lok Sabha polls in protest against the “apathy of successive governments to issues 
troubling tribespeople in the State.” 

N. Kunhiraman, president, and A. Suresh, general secretary, of the organisation, told 
mediapersons here on Saturday that major political parties, including the Congress, the BJP 
and the Left, had been for long promising land to the landless tribesmen. During election 
time, the tribal community was promised many facilities. 

More In: KERALA | NATIONAL  
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Protest staged 
The local people of Ollur division led by councillor John Kanjirathingal staged a sit-in protest 
in front of the chamber of Mayor Rajan Pallan on Saturday in protest against the severe 
drinking water shortage in their division. There was no drinking water supply to the division 
for the past eight days, the agitators complained. 

More In: KERALA | NATIONAL  
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Activists in Mangalore protest attacks on 
women: 5 April 

 

The Hindu Police taking action on the group of activists staging a black flag protest in front of the 

Deputy Commissioner’s office, ahead of Rahul Gandhi’s visit, in Mangalore on Friday. Photo: H.S. 

Manjunath  
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Black flag demonstration ahead of Rahul Gandhi’s visit to city 

Activists from Democratic Youth Federation of India, Forum Against Harassment of Women, 
Students Federation of India and other persons staged a black flag demonstration against the 
visit of Congress vice president Rahul Gandhi here on Friday.  

DYFI city unit Secretary Imtiyaz said Mr. Gandhi does not have any moral right to seek votes 
in the region where their own government had failed to take effective action to prevent 
attacks on women. The Congress government had also failed in taking action against the 
persons involved in making hate speeches that disturbed peace of the region, he said.  

‘No action’  

Mangalore City Corporation Councillor and DYFI activist Dayanand Shetty said attacks on 
women and men from different communities, that were happening during the BJP rule, had 
continued during the Congress rule too. The Congress government had failed in taking action 
against the BJP and Sangh Parivar activists who were behind such incidents, he alleged.  

Activist Vidya Dinker alleged the Congress had not come to the support of their own 
councillor, who was allegedly sexually harassed in Kulai. It was time for action against the 
government that has been a mute spectator to incidents that disturb peace in the region, she 
said. As the vice president of the Congress, Mr. Gandhi needed to know how his party was 
working in Karnataka, she said. 

The protest started near the office of the Deputy Commissioner around 4.30 p.m., an hour 
before Mr. Gandhi arrived at Nehru Maidan, the venue of the public meeting. As the activists 
started to move, the police blocked their way and forced them into a bus and police van. The 
activists were released later.  

Keywords: black flag demonstration, Rahul Gandhi, Lok Sabha polls 2014, Lok Sabha 
elections 2014 
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Woman attempts suicide in court complex 
Tense moments were witnessed at the district court complex here on Friday evening as the 
mother of an eight-year-old girl, who was sexually exploited allegedly by a neighbour on 
April 12 last year, attempted suicide after the accused was acquitted. 



The minor girl was allegedly assaulted by a textile unit employee, R. Kannan, and the girl 
was in the hospital for many months evoking widespread protests. 

The girl’s family hails from Kerala and she was living with her mother after her father 
deserted them. The girl’s relatives told The Hindu that they would go for appeal in the High 
Court against the verdict given by the district court here. 
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Protest against police ‘inaction’ 
Seven members of a family from Bidadi in Ramanagaram district threatened to immolate 
themselves in front of the Mahatma Gandhi statue on M.G. Road on Thursday in protest 
against the alleged police inaction in connection with an attempt-to-rape case filed by 
them.Complaint 

The police said that on Tuesday a man identified as Muthiah had attempted to rape a woman 
aged 22 at their village. Village residents heard the screams of the woman and rushed to her 
help, and the man fled. 

Her parents lodged a complaint. 

But when they went to the police station on Wednesday, their complaint was allegedly torn in 
front of them and the police asked them to submit a fresh complaint. 

Assistant Sub-Inspector Muniyappa allegedly shooedthem away from the station.Protest 

The woman, her family and relatives staged a protest in Cubbon Park demanding that 
Muthiah be arrested and action be taken against Muniyappa for dereliction of duty. 
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Residents threaten poll boycott 



 
Residents of Ashok Nagar demand that the water supply problem in their area in Berhampur 
be solved in three days.—Photo: Lingaraj Panda  

The perennial drinking water crisis in Berhampur which continues to be an election issue 
leaped to the fore when residents of an area held protest demonstration and threatened to 
boycott polls to protest against disruption of drinking water supply to their area since cyclone 
Phailin hit the area. 

Residents of Sarada Bhavan Sahi and Cooperative colony blocked the Ashok Nagar main 
road with empty pots. They also put up a banner threatening to boycott the coming polls on 
April 10, if they did not get any written promise from the authorities of Public Health 
Engineering Department (PHED) regarding solution to their problem. 

Pushpanjali Mishra, a woman who led the agitation said since cyclone Phailin hit, piped 
drinking water to their area had completely snapped. Till now it had not been repaired and 
water was being distributed to the area by tankers, which was not sufficient during the 
summer months. Former mayor of the city Siba Shankar Dash, who has defected from the 
ruling BJD to become the candidate of the BJP for Berhampur assembly seat reached out to 
the protestors and held discussions with them. The BJD corporator of the area Surendra 
Moharana also rushed there. The corporator accepted that the residents of the area were 
suffering due to lack of piped drinking water supply since past few months. Mr. Dash and 
Mr. Moharana urged the voters to refrain from poll boycott call as the problem could be 
solved. 

More In: OTHER STATES | NATIONAL  
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Abductions cast a shadow on polls in 
Manipur 
Manipur   

Imphal   

 

Armed rebels have started abducting workers of political parties, including a former Minister 
ahead of the Lok Sabha elections, in Manipur.  

The BJP is the first victim of such abductions in the north-eastern States. Concerned party 
leaders and candidates have been sending frantic messages to their national leaders. 



On Wednesday night, an active member of the BJP identified as Anam Zimik, who is the 
former president of the Ukhrul district BJP, was abducted by suspected armed rebels. His 
whereabouts are not known.  

On Tuesday night, former Minister Khasim Ruivah and his son were abducted by suspected 
cadres of this rebel outfit. They were returning home after attending the election campaign of 
Gangumei Kamei, the BJP candidate for the reserved Outer Manipur constituency which goes 
to polls on Wednesday. They were whisked away to undisclosed places. 

In protest against the abduction, people staged a sit-in in front of the BJP office in Ukhrul, 
demanding unconditional release of the father and son. Ruivah and the son were released late 
Wednesday night. They are not talking to press or police. However, police believe that they 
had been warned not to support the BJP candidate. 

Gangumei Kamei and Manipur unit BJP president Chaoba Thounaojam had written strong 
letters to national leaders to secure the release of the abducted father and son duo. They are 
believed to have pointed out that the rebel outfit had signed ceasefire pact with the Union 
government and as such the Union government should ask it to set them free. 

Mr. Ruivah had been in other political parties in the past. He became the Education Minister 
after winning the elections on the Federal Party of Manipur ticket. He and Mr. Kamei are 
long time political associates. They are together again as members of the BJP. 

From the way another member of the BJP has been abducted, it is clear that some others may 
also be targeted in the coming days.  

Some rebel groups had opposed the elections. However, this is for the first time that 
prominent politicians supporting the candidates have been abducted. Because of abductions 
and fear of attacks on candidates, electioneering is low key in the interior hill areas. Most of 
the candidates are staying in their second homes in and around Imphal. They have been 
conducting electioneering through their trusted followers and associates. But, then from these 
abductions it is clear that they are also not safe. 

The Election Commission of India is in touch with the Manipur government. The Manipur 
government is likely to demand more paramilitary forces. 

Keywords: Lok Sabha elections, Lok Sabha elections 2014, Manipur unrest, armed 
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Family threatens suicide protesting police 
inaction: 4 April 
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Seven members of a family from Bidadi in Ramanagaram district threatened to immolate 
themselves in front of the Mahatma Gandhi statue on M.G. Road on Thursday in protest 
against the alleged police inaction in connection with an attempt-to-rape case filed by them. 

The police said that on Tuesday a man identified as Muthiah had attempted to rape a woman 
aged 22 at their village. A village residents heard the screams of the woman and rushed to her 
help with many others, and the man fled.  

Her parents lodged a complaint. But when they went to the police station on Wednesday 
morning, their complaint was allegedly torn in front of them and the police asked them to 
submit a fresh complaint. According to the family, Assistant Sub-Inspector Muniyappa 
literally shooed them away from the station. 

The woman, her family and relatives came to the city and staged a protest in Cubbon Park 
demanding that Muthiah be arrested and action be taken against Muniyappa for dereliction of 
duty. 

The Cubbon Park police asked their Bidadi counterparts to speed up the investigation. 
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Kanjhawala farmers want their land back 

 
The Hindu Farmers agitating against land acquisition for industrial development at 
Kanjhawala village in Delhi. Photo: Meeta Ahlawat  
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In the outskirts of North-West Delhi, a farming village that has metamorphosed into a small 
town is Kanjhawala where a group of old farmers have been continually sitting on a dharna 
for six years, demanding back their land, which was acquired by the government for 
industrial use. As another election approaches, they are least enthused as so far they feel 
being ignored by the political ilk. 

“We do not really depend on these politicians to solve any of our issues, we are not that 
simple. We will be going to court and renewing our agitation. A bit of land inside the wall is 
Rs. 50,000 and the same land outside of the wall is worth a crore,” says Raj Sing Dabas, a 77 
year-old farmer who spends his days smoking a hookah and going through legal documents.  

“According to the new Land Acquisition Act, if the government has not physically used the 
land for its purposes, then they have to give it back. We know these things, it is not like 
before where everyone felt helpless before a government order,” he added, while explaining 
how there were still several among them who had not touched the total Rs. 49 lakhs which 
comprised the compensation as well as the rehabilitation fees. 

Kanjhawala, along with neighbouring Karala, Sultanpur Dabas, Tikri Kalan and Tikri Khurd 
was declared barren while the government made its acquisition of around 250 acres of 
farmland, which was boarded up but is still cultivated by the farmers. 

“The government acquired the land saying it is barren but the land is green and produces an 
average 52 quintals of crop for every two acres. In my last crop, I got 20 quintals of bajra 
(millet), dal (pulses) and till  (sesame seeds). How is this barren?” questioned Baljeet Singh, 
as he sits in protest with a smattering of farmers from all the villages whose land was 
acquired.  

“In fact, even the Rs. 49 lakh was given after different stages of agitation, including dharnas 
for many days outside the Deputy Commissioner’s office as well as Delhi Assembly after 
which the acquisition rate was increased,” he added. 

The farmers said that they were ready to give the government back its money. “One acre is 
now worth around Rs. 6 crores, and it is not barren. We want it back,” he added.  

However, there are some who have given up altogether and want only the promised plot 
adjoining their land. Raghubir Singh Dabas, a 66-year-old retired headmaster is one such 
farmer, but he has little hope in the politicians. “We have knocked on all the politicians’ 
doors but even our local MP Krishna Tirath fails to identify us. She came here a week ago 
promising the same thing she promised before,” he said, adding that none of the others had 
even bothered with their village.  

Many in the village felt BJP’s Udit Raj was an outsider and the Aam Aadmi Party was not 
something worth talking about.  

Keywords: Kanjhawala, Land Acquisition Act, farmers land issue 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/kanjhawala-farmers-want-their-land-
back/article5870471.ece 

 



Over 900 arrested to prevent communal 
tension 
They were on way to perform 'Pongal' on disputed land 

 

HALTED:Members of Periya Mariamman Temple Land Retrieval Movement on the way to disputed 

land in Erode on Thursday.— PHOTO: M. GOVARTHAN  

Over 900 members of Periya Mariamman Temple Land Retrieval Movement, including about 
600 women, were arrested on Thursday when they attempted to stage a novel protest by 
cooking ‘Pongal’ on a disputed land. 

The land is currently in the possession of the Church of South India (CSI). 

According to Chandrasekar, a representative of the protesters, the land originally belonged to 
the temple. 

Claim 

The Church of South India has staked claim to the land on the basis of a document registered 
in the pre-independence era. 

To thwart any untoward incident, the police stopped the crowd of devotees that came 
carrying placards decrying the CSI for its ‘forcible occupation’ of the land. 

A large number of women in the crowd carried pots meant for preparing ‘Pongal’ on the 
disputed site. 

Since the representatives of the protesters did not budge to the request made by the 
Superintendent of Police Sibi Chakravarthy, all the processionists were rounded up. 

All those arrested were released later in the day. 

Road 

The disputed land under possession of the Church of South India has been a bone of 
contention since the district administration has also been struggling for years to secure it for 
laying an 80-feet road from Brough Road to the Railway Station, as a long-term solution to 
ease the vehicular traffic congestion. 

Every year, the plan for the 80-feet road project is mentioned in the Budget of the City 
Corporation.. 

Likewise, the Periya Mariamman Temple Land Retrieval Movement has also been staging 
similar protests every year, coinciding with the temple's grand festivities. 



More In: TAMIL NADU | NATIONAL 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/over-900-arrested-to-prevent-

communal-tension/article5869867.ece 

 

KRRS protests against State laxity on cane 
payments 
    

 

Bhimappa Vittal Arabhavi (second from left) and Belgaum district KRRS president Basavaraj Malavalli 

protest with other farmers in Belgaum on Thursday.— PHOTO: D.B. PATIL  

Karnataka Rajya Raith Sangha (KRRS) requested Chief Minister Siddaramaiah to issue strict 
directions to the managements of all sugar factories in the State to make prompt and due 
payments for the sugarcane supplied by the farmers during 2013-14. 

KRRS activists and farmers staged a protest and dharna in front of the Deputy 
Commissioner’s office voicing their demands here on Thursday. 

Speaking after submitting a memorandum to the Deputy Commissioner, district president of 
KRRS Basavaraj Malavalli said the Shri Shivsagar Sugar and Agro Products Limited at 
Udapudi village of Ramgurg taluk had held back payment to cane growers from day one. As 
of now, the mill’s total dues to the farmers for the current crushing year by this sugar mill 
accounted for more than Rs. 35 crore, Mr. Malavalli said. 

Quoting chairman of sugar mill Rajendra B. Patil, he said the Belgaum District Central Co-
operative Bank had not giving its approval to the mill to sell the sugar stocks. The 
management maintained that it was difficult for it to make payment to the cane suppliers 
without selling the sugar. The mill had pledged its sugar to BDCC in lieu for the working 
capital it had raised for the crushing operations. 

He said the State government reluctantly announced sugarcane purchase price at Rs. 2,500 
per tonne following suicide by a sugarcane grower during the winter session of the Assembly 
held in Belgaum in November-December last. But the government was not being stern in 
implementing its decision. 

The mills enjoyed tacit support of the government, he alleged. They approached high court 
for relief but the latter had directed both the sugar mill owners and the government to arrive 
at consensus on the sugarcane price while declining to issue a stay order on payments. 

KRRS Raibag taluk president Kallangouda Patil said almost all the sugar mills in the district 
had stopped payment for sugarcane supplied from January onwards. The farmers were 
becoming restive and impatient as they need money to clear their debts and meet other 
necessities of the life. 



The Sangha threatened fresh agitation if the necessary action to pay the farmers was not 
taken. 

More In: KARNATAKA  | NATIONAL  
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/krrs-protests-against-state-laxity-

on-cane-payments/article5869884.ece 

Normal life hit 
Normal life was affected on Thursday in all the five hill districts and other tribal-dominated 
areas in the four valley districts as a result of the 12-hour general strike called by All Tribal 
Chiefs Association and United Chiefs Organisation. 

The strike that began at 6 a.m. was in protest against the non-release of funds for daily wages. 
Government sources said that the Union government has not released the funds and it is not 
possible now in view of the model code of conduct. There was no vehicular movement on the 
State and national highways. 

In Senapati district, a large number of people came out to block the national highway. They 
damaged some vehicles at Saprameina. Police fired tear gas canisters in several places. 
Drivers plying along the national highways said that there was no security measure from the 
police. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/normal-life-hit/article5870032.ece 
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CHINA 

China halts incinerator project after violent 
protests 

 
Damaged police vehicles lying on a road after residents clashed with police during a protest 
in Hangzhou.Photo: AFP  



China has backed down from a move to build a waste incinerator in eastern Hangzhou city 
after the plan drew public wrath and protests against it turned violent, injuring dozens of 
demonstrators and policemen. 

The plant will not be built without public support and before going through the legal process, 
Xu Wenguang, head of the city’s ruling Communist Party said. 

With the public becoming increasingly critical of mounting pollution and health hazards from 
industry, China has been seeing a rise in environment—related protests. Residents in 
proximity to the site fear the project may well be a health hazard and add to pollution. 

Thousands of people resorted to rare protests on Saturday blocking main highways. State–run 
Xinhua news agency said dozens were injured in clashes between police and protesters. 

More than 30 cars were overturned. The protesters set two police cars on fire and smashed 
another four.PTI 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/china-halts-incinerator-project-after-
violent-protests/article5999075.ece 

 

Yuhang mass protests shake Chinese 
regime 

May 13, 2014 3:42 amViews: 44  

Massive police repression after thousands march against 
waste plant in Zhejiang province 

Vincent Kolo, chinaworker.info 

In March, to great fan fare, Premier Li Keqiang promised to launch a 
“war on pollution.” But after this weekend’s chaotic and bloody scenes in 

Yuhang, Zhejiang province, it seems the government has launched a 
“war on pollution protesters” rather than anything else. A massive crowd 
campaigning to stop a planned waste incinerator clashed with hundreds 
of riot police on Saturday 10 May. The demonstrators blocking a major 
highway numbered 5,000, or even 30,000 according to some accounts. 

Yuhang, which is 20 kilometres from the regional capital of Hangzhou, 
has seen largely peaceful protests on a daily basis over recent weeks. 
Plans to construct similar waste incinerators, which are clouded by 

concerns of increased rates of cancer, have met massive public 
opposition in other cities in recent years. According to one official source 
the number of environmental ‘mass incidents’ has risen by an average of 
29 percent per year since the mid-1990s. Just one month ago the city of 

Maoming, in Guangdong province, saw thousands protest against a 
petrochemical plant, forcing the local government to “review” its plans. 

The violence in Yuhang erupted on Saturday evening and followed an all-
too familiar pattern. Thousands of demonstrators had gathered to block 

a highway in response to an appeal circulated after the Zhejiang 
provincial governor Li Qiang arrived in Yuhang and appeared to 



overturn the decision of local leaders – under pressure from the protests 
– to suspend construction of the waste plant. 

http://chinaworker.info/en/2014/05/13/7107/ 

 

“Release Lin Dong” demand Hong Kong protesters 

May 15, 2014 8:16 pmViews: 32  

NGO activist seized during Dongguan shoe workers’ mass 
strike • To fight for unpaid social insurance contributions is 

not a crime! 

Socialist Action reporters in Hong Kong 

Protesters gathered outside the Central Government’s Liaison Office in 
Hong Kong on Wednesday May 14 to protest against the detention of 27-

year-old Lin Dong, an NGO activist. 

The protest was timed one month after the big strike at Dongguan Yue 
Yuen’s factories broke out over non-payment of social insurance and 

housing fund contributions by the company, the biggest contract 
manufacturer of athletic shoes in the world, which makes shoes for 

global brands such as Adidas, Nike and Timberland. The strike which 
ended amid massive threats and repression, within dozens arrested and 
a police takeover of several factories, has set a new milestone for China’s 

emerging labour movement. 

During the strike, Lin Dong of the Chunfeng Labour Justice Service 
Department Department, a Shenzhen-based non governmental 

organisation (NGO), volunteered to assist the workers communicate 
their demands to company bosses. As a result police arrested Lin and 
placed him in criminal detention on April 22, also raiding his group’s 

office and seizing two computers. He is now accused under stricter 
online censorship laws introduced last year of causing an online 

“disturbance” by spreading information about the strike. 

In Wednesday’s protest, supporters of Socialist Action (CWI in Hong 
Kong) marched from the Western Police Station to the Liaison Office to 
demand Lin’s release, but also to affirm workers ‘ right to organise. The 

protesters shouted slogans: “Release Lin Dong! Workers’ right to 
organize, workers’ right to strike! Down with the CCP dictatorship!” 

http://chinaworker.info/en/2014/05/15/7143/ 

China: Repression and arrests used to end 
Yue Yuen strike 

May 1, 2014 12:03 amViews: 126  



Beijing finds sports shoe manufacturer guilty of “wrongdoing” while 
local government, police and company bosses coordinate a crackdown 

chinworker.info reporters 

It is one of the biggest strikes in China for decades and has attracted international 
attention. The strike at factories owned by Yue Yuen Industrial Holdings in the 

Dongguan township of Gaobu is already one for the history books. Dongguan is in 
Guangdong province, which accounts for more than a fifth of China’s exports. The 

ruling ‘Communist’ Party (CCP) has been understandably nervous about such a 
massive protest, and the risk of a ripple effect. The strikers, up to 50,000 at one 

stage, demanded back payment of millions of yuan in unpaid social insurance and 
pension contributions. 

Yue Yuen claim the direct losses from the strike are US$60 million. This shows the 
economic power of workers. The increase in social security costs and subsidies for 

the entire workforce will increase by US$31 million, which is just a small proportion 
of the profit of the company in 2013, US$435 million. 

An opaque and confusing welfare system allows companies across China to scam 
workers by evading their legally required payments. A month ago, workers 

discovered that Yue Yuen was basing its contributions to workers’ social security 
funds on their basic salary, rather than on their full pay, which in China includes 
many hours of overtime. Workers also discovered the job contracts issued by Yue 

Yuen are not legally valid. They demanded these and several other abuses be 
rectified; also crucially demanding the right to form their own union and no 

punishment of strikers. 

Yue Yuen makes one-fifth of the world’s sports shoes for global brands like Adidas, 
Nike and Timberland. A strike of this size and duration – lasting more than two 

weeks – is exceptional and all the more noteworthy in a country and political system 
where strikes are illegal and routinely repressed. 

http://chinaworker.info/en/2014/05/01/6899/ 

1200 Shenzhen Workers Call for the Full 

Implementation of Social Security Fund 

Sat, 05/03/2014 - 07:38 — wkf  

  

1200 workers from 101 factories signed an appeal calling for the full implementation of the 
social security fund. The appeal points out that what had happened to the Dongguan Yue Yuen 
workers’pension fund last April, also happened in Shenzhen. It also expresses disappointment 
over Shenzhen’s January 2013  law on employers’paying back to the pension fund what they 
owed previously. According to the appeal this law carries no substance at all, making the law 
just “a sheet of paper”. Towards the end of the appeal it says that “we want to take back our 
rights to social security - these rights are earned through our sweet and blood and sacrificing 
our youth.” 

http://www.worldlabour.org/eng/node/675 

Hong Kong May Day March: over 3000 demonstrate 

for labour rights and democratic elections [photos]  



http://worldlabour.org/eng/node/676 

 

Thousands protest at Dongguan's largest shoe 

factory 

Tue, 04/15/2014 - 05:53 — wkf  

 

Want China Times 

2014-04-08 

Several thousand workers from Dongguan's largest shoe factory, Yue Yuen, took to the streets on Sunday to 

protest a disagreement over benefits and labor contracts, reports Hong Kong newspaper Wen Wei Po. 

The protesters are accusing the shoemaker of deceiving staff by giving the same social security benefits to 

workers who have been with the company for more than 10 years as to casual staff and of signing void labor 

contracts. The factory has reportedly promised to give staff an official response by April 14 and claims that 

production has not been affected. 

Yue Yuen Industrial Holdings, headquartered in Hong Kong and established by its Taiwanese parent company 

Pou Chen Group is the largest branded athletic and casual footwear manufacturer in the world. Its Dongguan 

factory was established in 1988 and employs more than 60,000 workers who make shoes for major brands such 

as Nike, Adidas and Reebok.A worker surnamed Yang told the paper that several workers at the factory recently 

became aware that their social security benefits were based on income far lower than their actual earnings. Yang 

said he had been working for Yue Yuen for 20 years and earns about 3,000 yuan (US$485) per month on a labor 

contract without a limited term. After checking with local authorities, however, he discovered that his employer 

had been paying social security benefits based on a salary of just 1,810 yuan (US$290), a level equivalent to 

casual workers. 

Another worker, surnamed Li, said he has been working at Yue Yuen for more than 10 years but when he tried to 

enroll his child at a Dongguan school using his employment contract he was told that the document was legally 

void. Many of his colleagues have also experienced the same thing when trying to enroll their own children, he 

added. 

http://www.worldlabour.org/eng/node/670 



Yue Yuen Workers Won’t Cry 

Mon, 04/28/2014 - 10:15 — wkf  

 Translated by China Labour Net 

April 28, 2014 

This morning, workers from the Laosan plant (plant no. 3), who were the last batch of workers 
to hold the line, finally resumed work after the combined and heavy pressure from the 
government and the management. The ten days wei-quan (defend one’s rights) action by Yue 
Yuen workers has drawn to a close, at least temporarily. At noon, heavy rain fell from the sky, 
as if the heaven also cried for us in sadness. 

At 9 am, a friend at the Laosan plant texted me saying that they are now resuming work and along 

with this there was also a long list of crying and hugging emojis. Today, each and every Yue Yuen 

worker felt humiliated in his or her heart. In 21st century socialist China, at the frontline of the Reform 

and Open policy, ie, Dongguan, Guangdong province, there are now scenarios where the police and 

their dogs are mobilized and violent assaults are used to force workers back to work. This is the 

shame of Dongguan, and more importantly, the shame of history! 

Yes we failed. Under the violence of batons and police dogs we had to resume work. Yet, deep in our 

hearts, we feel proud as we participated in this great wei-quan struggle. This action is going to be 

seen as a mile stone in the history of Chinese workers’ wei-quan. It symbolizes that the Chinese 

labour movement has now advanced from merely demanding wage raises to demanding more social 

security (although this is what the laws stipulate in the first place). This is a great advancement! In 

future when one looks back at the history of Chinese labour movement one will see a great 

monument, with the words “Yue Yuen” inscribed on it.  

During the Yue Yuen workers’ wei-quan struggle, the solidarity actions launched by Jiangxi Yue Yuen 

workers and from all social quarters, plus solidarity actions initiated by Hong Kong/Taiwan/overseas 

labour groups, have given us the greatest courage and support. This allows us to know that we are 

not isolated, that your hearts have always been with us. Thank you! 

This wei-quan event is now over. But is it? No! This is but a rehearsal, a beginning of an even more 

glorious Yue Yuen labour movement in future. After the baptism of this struggle, in the future the Yue 

Yuen workers will only be more organized, more courageous in fighting for their interests!  

Tonight we are all Yue Yuen workers. Hold on Yue Yuen workers, don’t cry! 

http://www.worldlabour.org/eng/node/674 

BRAZIL 

Protest hits fabled Rio beach district 
    



 

RIO DE JANEIRO, April 22, 2014 (AFP) - Violent protest hits fabled Rio beach district 
Brazil-crime-unrest-social 2052 Violent protests broke out in Rio's landmark beachfront 
district, Copacabana, on Tuesday following the death of a resident, an AFP photographer 
said, less than two months before the World Cup. 

Two main thoroughfares were closed after angry demonstrators from a slum set ablaze 
barricades of tires to protest the death of a dancer. 

Brazilian media quoted police sources as saying Douglas Rafael da Silva Pereira, 25, had 
been killed after being mistaken for a drug trafficker. 

Friends of the dead man alleged he was beaten to death after attempting to take refuge in a 
school in the community, where a Police Pacification Unit (UPP) was set up in December 
2009 as part of authorities' efforts to smash organized crime ahead of June's World Cup. 

"The circumstances surrounding the death of Douglas are under investigation. An on-site 
report indicates Douglas's injuries are compatible with a death caused by a fall," police told 
AFP in a short statement. 

"Witnesses and residents will be called upon to give evidence" as investigations continue, the 
statement added. 

One resident gave an account of how the trouble began. 

"It started around 5.30 p.m. There was smoke everywhere, shots in the street and people 
racing for their homes," said a young man living just next to the slum area or favela. 

"A number of police special unit trucks have just gone up into the favela. We are stuck at 
home -- we can't go out," he added as helicopters overflew the zone looking for a drug 
trafficker nicknamed "Pitbull." 

Another resident said electricity supplies had been cut in the area. 

Police have been cranking up efforts in recent months to clear favelas in thrall to violent 
criminals before the month-long World Cup kicks off June 12. 

But although a huge slum "pacification" program was launched six years ago and gradually 
been rolled out to improve security in a city which will also host the 2016 Olympics, the 
gangs have been fighting back. 

Recent weeks have seen several attacks on police, suggesting drug gangs are refusing to go 
quietly. 

bur/cdo-mdl 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/protest-hits-fabled-rio-beach-
district/article5941879.ece 

 



Buses, cars burned in Brazil protest against 

police 
    

 

Brazil cars torched in protest 

Four buses, a truck and two cars were burned Saturday in Brazil when demonstrators took to 
the streets to protest the deaths of two young men during police actions. The 17 and 21 year 
olds died Friday and Saturday in Niteroi, across the bay from Rio de Janeiro, local press 
reported. One was killed when his motorcycle hit an armored police vehicle, while the other 
was hit by crossfire in a gun battle between suspects and police, the Globo G1 news site said. 

In protest, around 30 protesters raised barricades and burned vehicles blocking the large 
avenues in Niteroi, as many residents were trying to head out of town for the Easter holiday  

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/buses-cars-burned-in-brazil-protest-
against-police/article5931793.ece 

 

Brazil police clash with anti-World Cup 

protesters 

By ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON | Associated Press – 10 hours ago 

• View Photo  

A member of the Homeless Workers Movement carries a Brazilian flag past burning 
tires during a protest … 



• View Photo  

Members of the Homeless Workers Movement protest against the money spent on the 
World Cup near Itaquerao … 

• View Photo  

A person posing as a protester throws his shoe at police during a drill to prepare 
security forces for … 

• View Photo  

A member of the Homeless Workers Movement waves a Brazilian flag by burning 
tires during a protest against … 

• View Photo  

A member of the Homeless Workers Movement protests at a barricade of burning 
tires against the money … 

• View Photo  

A police officer in riot gear aims his weapon at a person playing the part of a protester 
during a security … 



• View Photo  

Members of the Homeless Workers Movement protest against the money spent on the 
World Cup near Itaquerao … 

• View Photo  

In this April 27, 2014 photo, residents watch an amateur soccer match in the Olaria 
neighborhood of Rio … 

• View Photo  

Riot police stand amid smoke coming from tires set fire by members of the Homeless 
Workers Movement who … 

SAO PAULO (AP) — Protesters and police clashed in Sao Paulo Thursday, as 
demonstrations against the World Cup and rallies calling for improved public services 
erupted in several Brazilian cities. 

Officers in Brazil's largest city fired tear gas and rubber bullets at protesters who set piles of 
trash alight to barricade a central avenue. Demonstrators blasted the billions spent to host 
next month's soccer tournament and said they wanted to draw attention to what they called a 
lack of investment to improve poor public services. 

"We are beginning to gain strength to go against the injustices of the World Cup," said Luana 
Gurther, a social sciences student. "We are the ones who should decide where the public 
money goes. More funding for schools, hospitals, housing, transportation— not the Cup." 

Gurther and a thousand other mostly young protesters gathered on a main business avenue in 
the city of 11 million, loudly beating drums and cans and raising banners with messages such 
as "less money for the Cup and more for housing." Protesters staged a soccer game with dirty 
tactics, and one man put on a costume of a giant skeleton dressed as a Brazil player. 

The demonstration turned violent when some people smashed the windows of a Hyundai car 
dealership and the offices of a bank. Police arrested seven people carrying Molotov cocktails 

While widespread, the rallies were far smaller than the protests that engulfed the nation last 
year and had largely ended by Thursday night. 

Thursday's demonstrations blocked two key roads into Sao Paulo during the morning 
commute. Outside the new stadium that will host the opening match of the Cup, about 1,500 



activists fighting for more housing waved Brazilian flags as black smoke rose from the 
flames burning tires. 

"Our goal is symbolic. We don't want to destroy or damage the stadium," said Guilherme 
Boulos, head of the Homeless Workers Movement, whose activists gathered at Itaquerao 
Stadium on the eastern outskirts of Sao Paulo. "What we want are more rights for workers to 
have access to housing and to show the effects the Cup has brought to the poor." 

The group claims many people have been forced out of their homes because of rising rents in 
the neighborhood around the new stadium. 

Police blocked the main entrance next to a construction zone where cranes and other 
machines were lined up to carry materials still needed to finish the soccer arena. 

As night fell, rallies were held in Rio de Janeiro, causing chaos for traffic in the center of the 
city. 

In the capital Brasilia, protesters carried banners reading "FIFA Go Home," while in another 
Cup host city Belo Horizonte, about 2,000 people took to the streets to complain of the soccer 
tournament. 

In northeastern Brazil, looters ransacked stores in the World Cup host city of Recife, where a 
police strike led to lawlessness. Police there entered the third day of a strike for a 50 percent 
pay hike. Authorities said they'd already decided to cancel two professional league soccer 
matches slated for this weekend in the city. 

"They are obviously using the proximity of the World Cup to pressure us to give into their 
demands," government press officer Manoel Guimaraes for the state of Pernambuco, home to 
Recife. 

By late Thursday, it appeared the police strike was ending and officers were expected to 
return to the streets in the coming hours. 

Recife will host five World Cup matches, starting on June 14. 

The demonstrations Thursday were being watched as a test of the government's ability to 
maintain security during the World Cup. 

Many Brazilians are angry at the billions spent to host the World Cup. Protesters have said 
the government should focus spending instead on improving Brazil's woeful health, 
education, security and infrastructure systems. 

Brazilian leaders had hoped the World Cup and then the 2016 Olympics in Rio would put a 
favorable spotlight on the country, showing advances over the past decade in improving its 
economy and pulling tens of millions out of poverty. 

___ 

Adriana Gomez Licon is on Twitter https://twitter.com/agomezlicon 

https://za.news.yahoo.com/brazil-police-clash-anti-world-cup-protesters-232826426--spt.html 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Marcha da Maconha SP - 2014 
Por Mídia Negra 27/04/2014 às 21:21  

Marcha pela legalização da maconha da cidade de São Paulo, realizada no dia 
26 de abril de 2014.  

 

March for marijuana legalization in São Paulo, held on April 26, 2014. 

 

The concentration of the march started from 14h to workshop Fanfare EVIL After the 
workshop one rapper sang his songs.  
 
At 4:20 am to march out of Go Free MASP and followed by av. Consolation Station 
and Paulista sense, passing along Rua Augusta and Rua da Consolation went to the 
Roosevelt square.  
 
The act ends with Roosevelt in a speech about the performance and growth of the 
movement in the city of St. Paul and performances by musical groups.  
 
The march of this year must have been the largest held in this city. Had almost no 
police presence and was peaceful from beginning to end.  
 
Diveros groups / organizations participated with various banners, flags, and shouting 
slogans in support and related marijuana legalization, the demilitarization of the 
police and end the drug war.  
 
http://www.midiaindependente.org/pt/blue/2014/04/531064.shtml 

 

A week of Occupation People's Cup   
Erica Alves - May 11, 2014  
  Yesterday, May 10, was celebrating a week of occupation People's Cup, organized 
by MTST (Movement of Homeless Workers). The occupation is less than five miles 
from Itaquerão stadium in the East Zone of São Paulo, and is a month away from the 
World Cup. 

Uma semana de Ocupação Copa do 

Povo    

Érica Alves - 11 de maio de 2014  

Ontem, dia 10 de maio, foi a comemoração de uma semana da ocupação Copa 
do Povo, organizada pelo MTST (Movimento dos Trabalhadores Sem-Teto). 
A ocupação fica a menos de cinco quilômetros do estádio Itaquerão, na Zona 
Leste de São Paulo, e ocorre a um mês da Copa do Mundo. 

http://www.lsr-cit.org/movimentos/46-movimentos/1180-uma-semana-de-
ocupacao-copa-do-povo 

 



 

IMBEL workers go on strike indefinitely 
Michael Rudder - April 15, 2014 
 Employees of Ordnance Industry of Brazil ( IMBEL ) Itajubá - MG went on 
strike indefinitely on Monday, April 14 . 
 
Over 60 % of the 970 unit workers joined the strike . 
 
The IMBEL Itajubá - MG has 60 % of workers of all business units across the 
country and is responsible for the production of new IA2 rifles , pistols , boots 
and all weapons sold by the company . 
 
The class struggle for a 15 % increase in salaries , plus bonuses and review 
of the Plan and Salary ( PSC ) . 
 
Last week , there were two four-hour stoppages . Even so , the direction of the 
company and the federal government did not have the willingness to negotiate 
in earnest with the workers . 
 
After the strike , IMBEL submitted a proposal that only updates the correction 
of inflation (CPI ) for the period , which was 6.15 % . 
 
Workers of all units of the country are standing IMBEL 
 
Because the intransigence of the direction of the company and the federal 
government to negotiate in earnest , the workers of the other four units of 
IMBEL - Juiz de Fora , Minas Gerais , Rio de Janeiro - RJ , RJ - Mage and 
Picket - SP - just following the example workers Itajubá - MG and also went on 
strike indefinitely. 
 
Solidarity with workers' strike (as) of IMBEL 
 
But the support of all workers , of all social movements and parties in the field 
of workers so that workers' strike IMBEL be successful , it is necessary . 
 
The direction of the company, following the provisions of the Dilma 
government has reaffirmed that did not submit any proposal for a pay rise 
above inflation. This same speech was reaffirmed in negotiating ( runaround ) 
who was on Tuesday ( 15 / 04 ) . 
 
This positioning of IMBEL is in line with the economic policy of the federal 
government that provides for this year, a fiscal adjustment of 44 billion reais . 
Of these , 3.5 billion reais will be cut from the Defense Ministry , which is 
subject IMBEL . All this policy has only one goal : to guarantee profits to the 
creditors of Brazilian public debt . 
 
Furthermore , it is unacceptable that a government that spends 30 billion 
dollars on stadiums and other pharaonic works for the World Cup claims not to 
be able to meet the agenda of claiming workers IMBEL . 
 
The LSR and workers strike IMBEL Itajubá - MG 
 
The LSR has played an important role in workers' strike IMBEL Itajubá - MG . 
We have members who are officers and employees of the base of the 
Metalworkers' Union Itajubá - MG , affiliated to the CSP- Conlutas . 
 
Because we have several members who besides being union directors are 
employees of the company , we have achieved a good groundwork in 

  



preparation for the strike . 
 
The companions (as) metalworkers ( the ) RSL Itajubá - MG has put in their 
speeches that the workers strike IMBEL is correct since, as well showed the 
sweepers of Rio de Janeiro , the struggle is the only way out of the category 
victorious ! 
 
In addition , we have sought the active solidarity of other social movements 
and parties in the field of workers , such as the SoL . 
 

Trabalhadores da IMBEL entram em greve por tempo indeterminado  

Miguel Leme - 15 de abril de 2014  

Os trabalhadores da Indústria de Material Bélico do Brasil (IMBEL) de 
Itajubá-MG entraram em greve por tempo indeterminado na segunda-feira, 
14 de abril. 

Mais de 60% dos 970 trabalhadores da unidade aderiram à greve. 

A IMBEL de Itajubá-MG tem 60% dos trabalhadores de todas as unidades da empresa pelo 
país e é responsável pela produção dos novos fuzis IA2, pistolas, carregadores e todo 
armamento comercializado pela empresa. 

A categoria luta por um reajuste de 15% nos salários, além de abono e revisão do Plano de 
Cargos e Salários (PSC). 

http://www.lsr-cit.org/sindical/42-conlutas/1169-trabalhadores-da-imbel-entram-em-greve-
por-tempo-indeterminado 

National Meeting Space Action Unit - "The World Cup will be fighting!"  
Luciano Barboza - March 28, 2014  
  
About 2000 people from all over Brazil, from different trade unions, student 
organizations and social movements, attended the March 22, at the National 
Meeting Space Unit of Action, held at the headquarters of the Union of São Paulo 
Subway. The event sought to build the drive to strengthen the struggles that are 
ongoing and also the struggles that come with the aim of contributing to the large 
demonstrations that take to the streets during the World Cup. 

http://www.lsr-cit.org/nacional/25-nacional/1159-encontro-nacional-do-espaco-unidade-de-
acao-na-copa-vai-ter-luta 

Intolerance and violence against persons LGBTT in Niterói  
Joubert Assumption - February 21, 2014  
  Recently, the seat of GDN (Group Diversity Niterói), an NGO that 10 years is the 
main organizer of the Pride Parade LGBTT the city along with other groups and 
independent people was invaded, stolen and destroyed! According to the members 
of the Group, the invaders took hundreds of documents, files since the founding of 
NGOs and homophobic words scrawled on the walls.  
 
About circulates through downtown or is resident, has also graffiti with Nazi 
symbols, which shows commented that there is a group of people with these in this 
city and probably organizing to attacks like the one that happened to GDN ideology, 
or those which are accounted for on the site Homophobia Kills! 

http://www.lsr-cit.org/lgbtt/39-lgbtt/1146-a-intolerancia-e-violencia-contra-pessoas-lgbtt-
em-niteroi 



Lynching in Guaruja : Die another witch to the " so cial order " is kept  
- Mariana Cristina - May 9, 2014 
  

Fabiane Maria de Jesus died , brutally beaten by other residents of the 
neighborhood in which he lived , in Guaruja, São Paulo coast , being suspected of 
kidnapping children to practice black magic. Its red bible was confused with a book 
of witchcraft. She had hit her head against the floor several times subsequently run 
over by a bicycle , was dragged in the dust , pushed off a platform and struck in the 
head with a wooden club 

http://www.lsr-cit.org/nacional/25-nacional/1179-linchamento-no-guarujas-morre-mais-
uma-bruxa-para-que-a-ordem-social-seja-mantida 

Brazil inmates release more than 100 hostages after standoff in prison 

The China Post Tuesday 20th May, 2014 

BRASILIA--Inmates at a maximum-security prison in northeast Brazil, who had taken four 
guards and more than 100 visiting relatives hostage during a riot, released all the captives 
Sunday, officials said. 

Read more  

 

 

http://www.brazilsun.com/index.php/sid/222135299/scat/24437442923341f1  

Servants' strike closes 60 schools and affect attendance at union saúdeSegundo server, 
joining the strike is 70% Updated 05/08/2014 at 08:57  

On the first morning of the strike of municipal workers Florianópolis services such as health 
centers, kindergartens and schools were already closed. The situation is worse in education, 
where 60 of the 122 school units dawned closed. 41 Other work part time.  

 

In health, adherence was 90% of professionals in clinics and pharmacies, 50% of staff in the 
health centers, 50% of professionals at the Center for Psychosocial Care (CAPS) in the 
Centre and 70% in Caps in Tip of Coral. The Emergency Care Units (Upa 24 hours) did not 
join the strike. 

 

Greve dos servidores fecha 60 escolas e prejudica atendimento na saúdeSegundo 
sindicato de servidores, adesão à greve é de 70%Atualizada em 08/05/2014 às 08h57min  

Na primeira manhã de greve dos servidores municipais de Florianópolis serviços como 
postos de saúde, creches e escolas já estavam fechadas. A situação é mais grave na 
educação, onde 60 das 122 unidades escolares amanheceram fechadas. Outras 41 funcionam 
em regime parcial.  

 

Na área da saúde, a adesão foi de 90% dos profissionais nas policlínicas e nas farmácias, de 
50% dos funcionários nos centros de saúde, de 50% dos profissionais no Centro de Atenção 



Psicossocial (Caps) no Centro e de 70% no Caps na Ponta do Coral. As Unidades de Pronto 
Atendimento (Upa 24 horas) não aderiram à greve 

http://www.clicrbs.com.br/especial/sc/radio-cbn-diario/19,1176,4494124,Greve-dos-
servidores-fecha-60-escolas-a-prejudica-atendimento-na-saude.html 

 

Families move to Amarildo Occupation questioned in court as land area 
indígenaFunai says change may conflict with local i ndigenous leaders  

 
After four months of the invasion of land on the banks of SC-401 in Florianópolis 
and two months after the due process hearing which ordered the withdrawal of the 
families of Occupancy Amarildo, the fate of tents was set three hours before the end 
of the agreed term Justice. An area of seven acres in Maciambu neighborhood in 
Palhoca, will be the new home of the group, in the discretion of the Federal Public 
Ministry (MPF), Public Defender's Office (DPU) and the Incra. 

http://www.clicrbs.com.br/especial/sc/radio-cbn-diario/19,0,4476418,Familias-da-
Ocupacao-Amarildo-se-mudam-para-area-questionada-na-Justica-como-terra-indigena.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


